St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday20 th May 2022

Bulletin No 14
Dear Families and Friends,

REMINDER - REMINDER - REMINDER

School Closure Day - TUESDAY 24TH MAY
St Justin’s School will be holding a professional learning day for staff on Tuesday of next week. Students will not need
to attend on this day.

Colour Fun Run - FRIDAY 27TH MAY - 2:00-3:30pm
Please refer to details in the attached Flyer.

One day, as St. Teresa of Calcutta (Mother Teresa, 1910-1997) and her Missionaries of Charity were
tending to the poorest of the poor on the streets of Calcutta, they happened across a man lying in the gutter,
very near death. He was filthy, dressed in little more than a rag and flies swarmed around his body.
Immediately, Mother Teresa embraced him, spoke to him softly and began to pick out the maggots that were
nesting in his flesh. A passer-by was repulsed by the sight of the man and exclaimed to Mother Teresa, “I
wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” Her response was immediate, “Neither would I!” --Obviously,
monetary gain did not motivate the diminutive woman known as the Saint of Calcutta; love did. In her
writings, Mother Teresa frequently affirmed the motivating power of love. Quoting Jesus in last Sunday’s Gospel, she wrote,
“Jesus said, ‘Love one another. Such as my love has been for you, so must your love be for each other.’” She continued, “We
must grow in love, and to do this we must go on loving and loving and giving and giving until it hurts - the way Jesus did. Do
ordinary things with extraordinary love: little things, like caring for the sick and the homeless, the lonely and the unwanted,
washing and cleaning for them.” Elsewhere, Mother Teresa remarked that the greatest disease in the West today is not
tuberculosis, leprosy or even A.I.D.S.; it is being unwanted, uncared for, unloved. That she did her part in trying to “cure” this
disease was attested in everything she did and in every word she said. (Sanchez Files) (https://frtonyshomilies.com/)
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Notification of student absences
We have recently had some issues with the delivery of Skoolbag Notices specifically regarding absences. This issue
should now be resolved and we thank those families who were affected for your patience and understanding.
We take the opportunity to remind all families that student absences should be reported to school via Skoolbag prior
to school commencing to assist our teachers and staff in meeting their duty of care to our students for accurately
recording the whereabouts of all students on school days. We appreciate your support with this advice.

NAPLAN
Students in Years 3 and 5 at St Justin’s underwent the National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy
(NAPLAN) testing. NAPLAN is an annual assessment for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. NAPLAN tests the skills that
are essential for every child to progress through school and life, such as reading, writing, spelling and numeracy.
Individual student results in NAPLAN are usually not available for a few months after the testing period. Individual
results will be made available to parents of how students performed in these tests. For a fully detailed and
comprehensive understanding of how your child is progressing in learning, we recommend that parents speak to your
child’s teacher, availing of our upcoming Student-Led Conferences and reports that will be made available at the end
of this term.

Student-Led Conferences / Parent Teacher Interviews
This year we are proud and excited to be able to conduct Student Led Conferences with our parents as part of the
Parent / Teacher / Student Interview process. In the past we have focussed more on the parents and teachers
discussing the child’s progress and next steps and have, at times, invited students to be part of some of the
conversation. Over the past three years we have been steadily working on students taking time and putting energy into
setting goals for themselves, with the support of their teachers, specifically in the area of Mathematics.
In a Student-Led Conference, a student meets with his or her family and teachers during which the student shares his
or her learning with work samples and discusses progress with family members. This process creates an authentic
purpose for good organizational and communication skills. The structure builds students’ sense of responsibility and
accountability for their own learning, and it helps to hone their understanding of what it means to meet learning
goals.
In order to assist parents to understand the process better, Ms Laura Leung and Mrs Annie Herbison will hold an
information session about what the conferences involve. We will discuss the purpose of the conferences and show you
an example of how it will look, and give you an opportunity to ask questions if you wish. This information session will
be held on Monday 30th May at 7.00pm. The Zoom link for this online session can be found here.
These Student-Led Conferences will be held on Monday 6th and Thursday 9th September. They
will be scheduled for 15 minutes each so that your child can discuss
the goal/s they have been working on during the First Semester
(Terms 1 and 2) and also give some time for you to discuss your
child with the teacher alone should you wish.
Parents will be able to make booking times through
www.schoolinterviews.com.au from NEXT WEEK. You will be
notified when it has opened with the code and how to book
instructions.
Student-Led Conferences Days & Times:
Monday 6th September: 3.45-5.00pm
Thursday 9th September: 2.00-7.30pm
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Staff Professional Learning in Writing
This week our teaching staff engaged in some professional learning in the area of Writing. We revisited some of the
strategies which we know to support students’ development in this area of the curriculum, including reviewing
assessment strategies. We continue this work next Tuesday at our Professional Learning Closure Day, during which
we will focus on some of the newest research in this area and look at ways to continue engaging our students to build
skills, stamina and confidence in their writing abilities. Some excellent strategies you can use at home to develop
writing are:
 Make it purposeful! Writing always makes more sense to children when there is a set purpose to it.
Encourage your child to write a shopping list, lists of things they enjoy doing, notes to mum / dad for their
lunchbox, telephone messages, journal entries, birthday cards, ‘What to do tomorrow’ note, a letter to the
editor about something they feel strongly about.
 Recipes with a twist. Encourage children to keep recipes they make where they have added / changed
ingredients or processes.
 Letters to someone they really admire, an actor they love to watch.
 Songs. Children can write their own lyrics to songs they really love. See if they can make their lyrics fit the
tune.
 Use imagination… If I was the parent / principal / my teacher for the day…
 Picture Story Books. Rewrite a loved story book using different places, events, characters.
 Convince me letter. When they’re arguing with you about what they should have / be allowed to do / be given
pocket money, ask them to write you a “Convince Me” letter
 Family Scrap Book. Keep a scrap book in which you paste photos of family events. Encourage your child to
write about what happened at the event, who was there etc. This could become a history of your family to
which anyone can add entries.

Drop off and pick up
In the morning, there is a teacher on yard duty at 8:40am. If you wish to drop your child off before 8:40 am,
please use the Before School Care service provided by Camp Australia - we would hate for your child to
arrive at school and no-one be here to care for them. Whilst there is usually someone here around 8:00am,
it’s important to remember that staff are busy preparing for the day ahead or involved in meetings.
After school, a teacher is on playground duty until 3:45 pm. After this time students who are yet to be picked
up will be taken to the office. We will attempt to ring their parents to make sure everything is ok. If, for any
reason, you are running late, just give the office a ring and let us know.
Please note that students should not be dropped off or picked up in the staff carpark. In the morning and
at the end of the day, the car park becomes a busy place with people walking in all directions.
After observing the 3:30 pm traffic in Grantchester Road, a few important reminders:
 Please observe the 2 minute parking bay. If waiting in this bay, drivers cannot leave their car.
 If waiting for a parking space, please never call your child to the middle of the
road. It would be far safer to drive around the block and wait for a parking
space rather than wait in the middle of the road.
 Please minimise the space between cars – often we could park more cars if we
parked a little closer to each other.
 Never park in the driveways or on the nature strips of our neighbours – this can
restrict the view of pedestrians and other road users. It’s also very disrespectful.
 Stay calm and be patient – there are often many parking spots available after 5
minutes – a short wait in comparison to the waiting room at Monash Hospital.
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Whilst these reminders are important to the safety of all concerned, they are the law. I ask that you all
follow the rules and remain patient – everyone’s safety is important. After three years, I’ve never seen
anyone get frustrated by someone doing the right thing.

Winter Uniform Orders
Again we have had some mild weather this week! We extend the option for families to send children in either
Winter or Summer School uniform until Friday 27th May. At that point we will be almost in June when the
Winter weather will no doubt be fully upon us. We remind families to please be mindful of the uniform and
not to have long sleeve spencers under Summer dresses or short sleeved shirts. We encourage you to
consider singlets or other short sleeve spencers or to wear the school jumpers to keep warm.
To order you can purchase directly from Academy Uniforms
shopfront. They are located at 2/810-818 Princes Highway,
Springvale and their operating hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays
09:00am – 5:00pm and Saturday mornings 09:00am – 12:00 noon.
Alternatively you can order over the
phone on 9574 1314 or you can order online via
https://www.academyuniforms.com.au/
Select “ORDER ONLINE”
Choose “St. Justin’s” from the drop down list
Enter the Password “Wheelers Hill”

Melbourne Archdiocese has recently updated the policy for Administration of Medication to
Students. As this affects families with children with medical conditions, we ask that you read the
procedure in the link below or on our website.

https://www.sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au/_files/ugd/aa39bf_1c0cab6fb5d74a9
cba1ee71c83b018e3.pdf
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Altar Server Roster – May/June
Month

Date

Day

6pm

8.30am

10.30am

5.00 pm

May

21/22

Sat /
Sun

Alissa & Sienna
Mascetta

Georgia
Romano

Ava Ortika, Georgia
Romano

Aiden Devadass,
Lachlan Dllorio

May

28/29

Sat /
Sun

Liam Fernandes,
Angelo Gentile

Aaron
Espiritu

Andy Halvatzis

Volunteer

June

04/05

Sat /
Sun

Mason & Londyn
Cornale

Volunteer

Noah Panna, Kiara
Kumar

Sebastian Taranto,
Andy Halvatzis

June

11/12

Sat /
Sun

Leanne Mirando,
Charleen
Fernandes

Georgia
Romano

Jalon Perera, Gavin
Rajahmoney

Aiden Devadass,
Lachlan Di Iorio

June

18/19

Sat /
Sun

Alissa & Sienna
Mascetta

Aaron
Espiritu

Ava Ortika, Georgia
Romano

Volunteer

June

25/26

Sat /
Sun

Liam Fernandes,
Angelo Gentile

Volunteer

Andy Halvatzis

Sebastian Taranto,
Andy Halvatzis

First Eucharist Medal Mass
This weekend our Year 4 First Eucharist candidates have been asked to attend
one of the weekend masses as part of their preparation for First Eucharist. We
warmly welcome families over this weekend, as their child receives their
Eucharist medal, before receiving the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time
in the coming weeks.
Mass times are: Saturday 6:00pm, Sunday 8:30am, Sunday 10:30am and
Sunday 5:00pm
Father Andrew is looking forward to seeing the Year 4 students and their
families at mass this weekend.
Mrs Leanne Snell
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Skoolbag - Smart Phone App
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App.
The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a portal for
notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our
school community.

To download the app simply search for St Justin’s Catholic School, Wheelers
Hills in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad.
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Dates Ahead for Term 2
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday

21st May
24th May
25th May
27th May

Saturday
Sunday

28th May
29th May

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

30th May
31st May
1st June
2nd June
3rd June
4th June
5th June

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

6th June
9th June
10th June
13th June
22nd June
23rd June
24th June

Election Day BBQ 8:00am – 3:00pm
Professional Learning Day – School Closure
National Simultaneous Story Time 11:00am
St Justin’s Colour Run
National Reconciliation Week (Friday 27th May – Friday 3rd June)
Year 4 First Eucharist Mass 6:00pm-7:00pm
Year 4 First Eucharist Mass 10:30am-11:30am
Year 4 First Eucharist Mass 5:00pm-6:00pm
Student-Led Conferences Parent Information Session online, 7pm
Parent and Friends Meeting 7:00pm-8:00pm
Students create Wish List for Book Fair
Sushi Lunch Day
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports Gala Day
Year 4 First Eucharist Mass 6:00pm-7:00pm
Year 4 First Eucharist Mass 10:30am-11:30am
Year 4 First Eucharist Mass 5:00pm-6:00pm
Feast of Pentecost
Parent Teacher Student Conferences 3:30pm -5:30pm
Parent Teacher Student Conferences 2:00pm – 7:30pm
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports Gala Day
Queen’s Birthday – Public Holiday
Music Soiree
Pizza Lunch Day
Feast of Sacred Heart
Term 2 Ends
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SPACE DOME INCURSION by Tom and Daniel 6T
On Friday the 13th May, St Justin's senior school participated in a
Space Dome incursion - we were trapped in a blow up dome
shaped like a sphere! Only joking, actually Nick from the
Planetarium came over to talk to us about the Solar System and its
eight planets. In the process, there were lights shining everywhere
showing us the surface of the planets. He told us interesting facts
about each planet and beyond our Solar System. In fact, some of
the facts he told us were, ‘that there are billions of Universes and
Stars’. In addition to this, another interesting fact is that we can see
Mercury, Venus, Jupiter and Mars from the Earth, but we can only
see one side of the Moon. We were also informed that there is a
star bigger than the Sun in our Universe named: UY Scuti and it is
approximately 14,000 times the size of our own Sun. Furthermore,
our Sun is gigantic compared to our Earth and you can fit
approximately 13 Earths into the Sun, which shows how small our
Earth is. Finally, he told us that there might be a Planet 9 hiding
behind Neptune, but yet to be fully discovered. Overall, this was a great experience for the
senior students and helped us to further understand our Universe and the Milky Way.
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District Cross Country
On Tuesday a team of around 60 students from years 3-6 took part in the District Cross Country Carnival at Norton’s
Park.
Students depending on their age took part in a 2km or 3km race. We had some terrific performances throughout the
afternoon, which saw us finish 3rd overall.
Students who placed in the top 10 will now take part in the Division Cross Country at Jells Park on June
1st. Congratulations to the following students who will now progress to the Divisional Cross Country event.

Luka Sklepic
Lachlan DiIorio
Cristian Lomas
Valencia Velardo
Chiara Tantuccio
Cristian Sofocleous
Kai Phibbs
Amelie Pouzet

Arnika Gajdobranski
Adrianna DeLorenzo
Ayla Ignatenko
Thomas DiIorio
Daniel Lomas
Gemma Leftley
Alissa Mascetta

Thank you to Mr Snelling, Mr Mosele, Miss Chiappalone and Miss Torpey for attending the carnival.

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

BOOK FAIR 2022

(UPDATE)

The annual Book Fair is an opportunity for children to select books from the
Scholastic Book Fair set up in our library. Our library receives a ‘commission of
books’ to add to our collection! A great way to have new books in our library!
Due to COVID, this year’s Book Fair will run a little differently to previous years.
On Wednesday 1st June, students will have the opportunity to look through and discuss the
books with their teacher and myself.
From that session students will construct their “Wish List” to bring home to you. Please
discuss the books on their list with your child and decide together what is most appropriate
for your child. The wish list is only a ‘suggested list’ and the choice is of course, yours.
There are two options for purchasing:
 Children can bring their money to school by Monday 6th
June in a clearly marked envelope with name, order
form?? And correct money and purchase their book
during eating time Wednesday the 8th and Thursday
the 9th of June.
ALTERNATIVELY
 Parents can come to the library at a booked time on
either Monday the 6th of June or Wednesday the 8th
of June to purchase the books using either credit,
debit or cash. You may also wish to browse what we have
on offer in the Book Fair for your child or possibly for
gifts. A booking system will be set up on both of these
dates where you will be able to schedule a time to visit. This is to ensure that we only
have no more than 10 adults in the library at a time for health and safety purposes.
Booking times will be as follows:
Mon 6 June - 8.20-9.20am; 2.30-4.10pm (20 minutes time slots)
Wed 8 June - 8.20-9.20am; 2.30-4.10pm (20 minutes time slots)
Bookings can be made through www.schoolinterviews.com.au, using the code
If you have any queries please feel free to contact us at:
lwegmann@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
Thank you for your support,
Laura Wegmann
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COVID Update
There are some important changes to COVIDSafe measures for schools that will apply from the start of
Term 2.
Face masks
From 11:59 pm Friday 22 April, face masks, while recommended, are not required in any school setting.
This means students in grades 3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear
face masks. Any student or staff member who wishes to wear a mask may do so, including those who are
medically at-risk.
Rapid antigen test screening requirements
Students who have tested positive for COVID-19, and have completed their 7-day isolation period, now do
not need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their release from isolation. This
was previously 8 weeks.
Household contacts
Students who are household contacts of a COVID-19 case are not required to quarantine. They may return
to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests (RAT) 5 times during their 7-day period. They are
required to notify the school that they are a household contact.
Students aged 8 years and above who are household contacts are required to wear face masks when indoors
at school unless they have a valid exemption.
If a student household contact returns a positive RAT result, they must isolate for 7 days.
Vaccination requirements for visitors to schools
Parents, carers and other adult visitors (not performing work) are no longer required to show evidence of
two doses of COVID-19 vaccine.
RAT screening program reminder
RATs will continue to be supplied for the first 4 weeks of Term 2 to support the early detection of COVID-19
in our school.
The testing recommendations will remain the same this Term for students and staff – recommended to test at
home twice a week (preferably Monday and Wednesday for students and staff at St Justin’s, although we
would recommend a test be conducted tomorrow (Tuesday 26th April) as we commence Term 2.
As we approach winter and flu season, the vaccination of children aged 5 to 11 and booster shots for
students 16+ remains the best way to ensure protection for students and staff. If you have any concerns
about getting your child vaccinated, please get in contact with your GP or another health professional who
can answer your questions.

Workers and Volunteers in Schools under the Pandemic (Workplace) Order 2022 (No. 8)

Education workers, include any volunteers that attend an education facility and
that work in close proximity to children, students or staff, must be fully
vaccinated (boosted) or have an exemption.
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