St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 18th February 2022

Bulletin No 3
Dear Families and Friends,

Today we presented our Year 6 students and SRC members with their badges. Following the presentation,
Fr Andrew blessed our leaders, who then pledge to lead the school by word and example.

Year 6 Leaders 2022
SCHOOL CAPTAINS:
Alyssa M, Nicholas G
VICE CAPTAINS:
Kayla C, Ariana O
SRC:
Emma G, Will D
SUSTAINABILITY:
Alec H, Claudia D, Kiara B, Sofia S
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION LEADERS:
Sienna M, Londyn C, Lucas C, Lachie C,
WELLBEING:
Giselle P, Lexi N, Gemma L, Krystal M
PERFORMING ARTS:
Milana V, Melissa C, Ellie D
DIGITAL TECH:
Finn L, Spencer P, Yasmine P, Andre M
STEAM LEADERS:
Fabian M, Alec A, Flynn R
HOUSE LEADERS:
(MANDERS):
Adrianna D, Daniel L
(WHEELER):
Thomas D, Levi E
(LUCAS):
Jake H, Alannah G
(MACAULAY):
Zak T, Yiann M

2022 SRCs
Year 5CD:
Year 5G:
Year 4SD:

Roman P and Jarryd U
Michaela Y and Sebastian M
Georgia R and Mason C

Year 4M:
Year 3J:
Year 3WI:
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Valencia V and Sonny M
Tyson D and Talia I
Keith M and Carla D

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
St Justin’s Swimming Program
The St Justin’s Swimming Program will commence on the first day of Term 2,
Tuesday 26th April and run for two weeks (nine lessons). This program is
conducted for students in Years Prep-4. Parents wishing to support classes
for this program are reminded that you will need a valid Working with
Children Check and must have completed a volunteer interview with either
Mr Torpey or Mrs Herbison. More information will be made available
towards the end of this term.

Parents and Friends Meeting
Our first Parents and Friends Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 1st March 2022, commencing at 7:00pm. At
this stage, we are planning to conduct the meeting in
the staffroom, but we will confirm that closer to the
day. We look forward to welcoming anyone who would
like to come, to help coordinate events and activities
that help create this wonderful community. We usually
meet for an hour and followed by a light supper.
Everyone welcome.
We still require a few volunteers to fill some positions. If you have any questions, please email Andrea at
pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Class Representatives
We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Reps, a big thanks to those who have already put their hand
up for this, but we still need more volunteers. The role of class rep is to liaise with their respective teachers
and help communicate information to the class parents. If you are interested in this, or have any further
questions about it, please contact the P&F at pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au or feel free to chat to any
of the committee members.

Toilets
There are many times that parents or grandparents may require to use the toilet while visiting our school.
To ensure the safety of all of our community, we ask that visiting adults refrain from using the children’s
toilets and please use the disabled toilet near the office area. This can then ensure the safety of everyone.
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Lost Property
Please label all your child’s uniform as we already have a collection of items in out lost property tub,
which is located outside the Prep rooms. If clothing is labelled, we will endeavour to send it back to your
child via our classroom bucket. Can we also ask you all to check that the uniform coming home is belongs
to your child – often a jacket or hat is mistakenly picked up taken home by the wrong child? We thank you
for your assistance.

Drop Off
Please note that students should not be dropped off or picked up in the staff carpark. In the morning and at
the end of the day, the car park becomes a busy place with people walking in all directions.

Drop Off and Pick Up
In an effort to develop Covid safe practices (and develop independence):
 in the morning between 8:40am and 8:55am, we encourage parents to:
o kiss and drop from the street
o accompany their child/children to one of three school gates, or
o If necessary, accompany their child/children to the classroom external door (Year1 students can
enter via the corridor double doors) and say goodbye to their child/children from there.
o If walking your child into the school grounds or classroom, please:
 Park on the other side of the street (opposite side to the school) to allow other families to
“kiss and drop”. Please be mindful of neighbours’ driveways and parking restrictions,
including the 2-minute parking along Grantchester Road and Whalley Drive
 Wear a mask if social distancing cannot be maintained.
 In the afternoon from 3:15 Monday and 3:30pm Tuesday to Friday
o wait outside one of three school gates for your child/children (obviously prearranged)
o if necessary, wait for your child outside the classroom external door (Year1 students can enter via
the corridor double doors)Please remember to:
 be mindful of neighbours’ driveways and parking restrictions, including the 2-minute
parking along Grantchester Road and Whalley Drive
 wear a mask if social distancing cannot be maintained.

After such a tough year in 2021, I am pleased to say that the Running Club has been given the green light to resume.
This year the Year 3 - 6 students will again be invited to participate in the St Justin’s Running Club. If your
participating student has a sibling in year 2 who would like to join, that is more than fine. Unfortunately any
students younger than that makes things a little unsafe and will not be able to register this year. The aims of the
group are:
● to aid in preparation for events such as Interschool Sport, District Athletics, the School Sports Athletic
Carnival and the District Cross Country Championships,
● to promote healthy living and fitness through physical activity, and
● to build student self-esteem and confidence
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The group will continue this year, on Wednesday mornings from 7:50am – 8:30am. Some students will have PE the
same day as Running Club but are encouraged to bring a spare school polo top to get changed into before school
begins. Those who don’t have PE on Wednesday can remain in their PE uniform for the day but as well are encouraged
to bring a spare polo top.
This group is a completely voluntary activity, supervised by Mr Clint Johnson and other members of staff. The first
Running Club will be held Wednesday 23rd February (Week 5).
As per last year, students can be dropped off at the front gate where a member of staff will be waiting on the front
oval. Please ensure you drop off outside the school grounds and avoid parking across the school driveway. Students
will then proceed to the back oval with the members of staff just before 8am. Please arrive no earlier than 7.50am as
there is no one to supervise students before then.
Throughout the year we will again be encouraging students to build up their stamina by setting a range of fitness goals
and taking up the opportunity to participate in a number of fun running games.
Sometimes you may be unsure whether to go to school when the weather is threatening or drizzling. On days when it
is looking like we could have guaranteed poor weather, I will make the call Tuesday evening and will send out a
notification through our Skoolbag account. Please check first thing Wednesday morning! It is advisable to delete and
re-upload Skoolbag so that you have the most updated version and please ensure notifications are on!
The group will encourage everyone to participate at their own level with the aim being for individuals to improve their
own fitness and performance and not to compete against others.
Whilst Running Club is aimed to be a fun, exciting and high energy experience it is expected that students take this
extracurricular activity seriously and as a way to help them improve their general fitness. If students are making
decisions that hinder the safety of themselves or others, parents will be notified and the student potentially will be
asked not to continue with the club for some time.
To register your child to participate please fill in the Google Form via the link below by February 20th:
https://forms.gle/dLQSFRxTJ3tmxbhd7
If you have any trouble registering, please email cjohnson@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
Thanks,
Clint Johnson
PE Teacher

Smart Phone App
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App.
The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a portal for
notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our
school community.
To download the app simply search for St Justin’s Catholic School, Wheelers Hills
in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad.

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
Enrolments 2022
We are accepting Prep enrolments for students of current families at St Justin’s for Prep 2023. Please contact
the office for a form and we can send one home with a sibling for you. We would like these forms returned
by March 17th 2022 so we have an idea of our numbers for 2023 before we offer places to new families.
Our Open Day is planned for on Thursday March 17, 9am-3pm, which is an opportunity for new families
looking for a school for their children for 2023 to come along and have a look at our school and at that time
collect an enrolment form. So if you know someone who is getting a child ready for school be sure to let
them know!
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Lead the Way Recount by Alec H
“Who would we usually think is a leader?” This was the initial question posed to us by Tim in the “Lead
the Way” incursion.
“Leadership is not having a badge. It's about doing things to help other people.” We were shown what
being a leader is about, which is inspiring other people, working as a team and treating others the way you
want to be treated. Tim asked us a question “How can YOU be a great leader?” By being a role model to
younger kids, by thinking before you say or act since actions or words can astronomically damage people's
feelings or body, and by encouraging everyone to try their best and by making people feel better.
Tim assured us that we may not have to stress about being a leader so quickly since he confirmed to us
that, “Being a fantastic leader is not easy. You need to speak to an entire auditorium full of people. And
you may have social anxiety or be shy. So to speak better in public, you might make the speech fun, by
using props and physical actions. By being yourself, you may add a bit of your pizazz and you may feel
more confident and comfortable while speaking in public.”
This helped us by saying to some people who were not great or confident at public speaking by saying
“You can do it if you practice.” Tim enthused to us that, “Words are important, and by using them in a non
negative light you may encourage others to share ideas to each other since you will make mistakes, but you
will overcome them.”
Tim shared the story of the starfish. The story goes “On a hot day in Mexico,
a Man was walking around near the sea and he saw thousands of starfish in
the sea. He saw a little boy at the coast picking up one starfish, putting it in
the ocean, walking back to the shore and doing the same thing. The man
walks back to the boy and then laughs and says “Why are you bothering
trying? There has to be at least 10,000 starfish here.” The boy points to the
sea and says “I bet it made a difference to that one!”
The meaning of this is - no matter how insignificant your action is to the
main picture, it will still help.
So the meaning of this incursion was “What should YOU do as a leader?”
That’s encouraging people, do anything that helps, act and work as a team.
Alec H

All students who have medical Action/Care Plans also need to have a Medication Authority Form
completed by their Medical Practitioner. This form gives us permission to dispense your child’s
medication. Thank you to those families who have already supplied these forms to the office.
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COVID Update
Yesterday the Victorian Government announced that existing COVIDSafe measures in schools and early
childhood settings would continue until the end of Term 1.
Rapid antigen surveillance testing will continue until the end of Term 1. We are expecting that the delivery
of rapid antigen tests (RATs) for weeks five and six will arrive soon.
The testing settings will remain the same, with all primary and secondary school students and staff, early
childhood education and care staff, and children aged 3–5 recommended to test at home twice a week,
while students and staff at specialist schools are recommended to test five days a week.
RATs have proved an important COVIDSafe tool to help reduce the number of COVID-19 cases and ensure
our schools are as safe as possible. Their use will remain voluntary for staff and students, but is strongly
encouraged.
Several changes to the COVIDSafe settings in place in Victoria were also announced.
From 6 pm on Friday 18 February, QR code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools.
We will provide more detail on these announcements when it is available.

Dates for Term 1
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Thursday
Friday

1st March
March 3rd
March 4th
March 14th
March 16th
March 17th
March 17th
March 21st
March 24th
March 25th
March 28th
March 29th
March 30th
April 1st
April 4th
April 7th
April 8th

Parents and Friends Meeting 7:00pm
Year 5 Excursion to Nazareth College
World Day of Prayer
Labour Day Public Holiday
Preps Full Time at School
St Patricks Day
St Justin’s Open Day
Harmony Day
School Photo’s
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5G Parliament House Incursion
6B Parliament House Incursion
6T Parliament House Incursion
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5CD Parliament House Incursion
World Health Day
Term 1 Ends 1pm
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Sustainability Leaders
Three of our year 6 Sustainability Leaders reminded our students at Assembly over the Air about our way of
answering Pope Francis’ call for the world to wake up and protect our planet. One way we have responded
is to try to reduce our food waste by trying hard to eat all the food provided in our lunchboxes, and taking
any uneaten food home to share with parents our eating habits, and also to contribute to the household waste
system. Ideally this would include a home compost system or the council provided bin to go into the big green
garden waste bin. We are very proud of our students who are trying hard to adjust to this change. Being
responsible for our own waste and mess is a challenge but also a great teaching moment of responsibility,
independence and accountability. I encourage you to watch the short video provided by Monash council on
Year 4 Stewardship Program
Our year 4 students have begun their stewardship program which
identifies them as Stewards of our School (SOOS). Each Thursday
afternoon we spend time focusing on ideas, concepts and actions that
steward’s take in caring for the environment. Last week the students
walked around the school considering the different spaces our school
occupies and beginning to think creatively about how best to use each
space. We have many creative, interesting and clever minds who I am
sure will come up with many ways we can care for and improve our
school environment.

CAMP SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
This is a Victorian Government initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to attend
camps, sports and excursions. The amount payable for eligible primary students is $125 and for those
students this amount will be used to reduce their school fees.
To be eligible to receive the payment a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of
Terms 1 or 2 be an eligible beneficiary, who holds a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner
Concession Card (PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or be a temporary foster parent and submit an
application to the school.
Please collect an application form from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible. Payments
will be made directly to schools from March 2022. Once received, these payments will be credited to school
fees.
Any parent who applied for, and received, the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new form
this year.
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