St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 11th March, 2022

Bulletin No 6
Dear Families and Friends,
Lent is a special time of prayer, penance, sacrifice and good works in
preparation of the celebration of Easter.

The Lenten Season calls all people to examine their lives and explore the areas
that have been less than whole, and how these might be restored or remedied. In
the time of Lent we have an annual opportunity to consider how to be more fully
alive – to give greater glory to God.
What personal changes can we commit to making this Lent?
Loving God,
Give us courage when we are afraid,
Hope when we are discouraged,
Clarity in times of indecision
teach us to trust you as you fashion us
Into the people you want us to be.
Hear our prayer






2022 LENTEN SCHEDULE
STATIONS OF THE CROSS:
Fridays – 7.00pm followed by Mass (7.30pm)
WEEKDAYS MASSES: Tuesday to Saturday – 9.15am
WEEKEND MASSES:
o Saturdays – 6.00pm (vigil)
o Sundays – 8.30.am, 10.30am and 5.00pm

 LENTEN PARISH RECONCILIATION: Wednesday, 6th April – 7.00pm
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Year 4 First Eucharist - Trybooking Details 2022
This year First Eucharist will be celebrated at our Parish Masses over two weekends. After meeting with Father
Andrew and Mr Torpey, it was decided that this sacrament is an important community celebration and therefore
should be part of our weekly Masses within our St. Justin’s Community.
First Eucharist Dates:
* Saturday 28th May 6:00pm
* Sunday 29th May 10.30am
* Sunday 29th May 5:00pm

* Saturday 4th June 6:00pm
* Sunday 5th June 10.30am
* Sunday 5th June 5:00pm

Just a reminder that Trybooking is now open for families to book online for one of the First Eucharist
Masses. Please note: You are only required to book for theyour child celebrating the Sacrament of First Eucharist.
Ten spots will be allocated for each of these Masses for students, once the ten places have been filled then that Mass
will no longer be available and families will need to select another Mass time.
We are looking forward to being able to celebrate the First Eucharist next term with our Year 4 students.

Altar Servers
This week Fr Andrew spoke to all students in Years 3-6 inviting them
to be an Altar Server for 2022, supporting not only him, but the
wider Parish Community. Fr Andrew reminded our students that a
commitment to altar server is not required each week, but we
hoped to establish a monthly roster.
If any student is interested in being an altar server, please complete
the form (invitations were also sent home the week before last) or
contact the Parish or School Office.

St Justin’s Fair on the Hill,
Saturday 5th of November, 2022
We are excited to announce that we are planning for the St Justin's 'Fair on the Hill' in 2022!
It appears as though we can finally look forward to a Fair similar to pre-covid years, with plenty of fun
activities and entertainment for the whole family. Live performances, carnival activities, stalls, food and
more are planned at this stage, with more details to follow as we engage further with the school
community.
Please get in touch if you would like to be involved on the committee or volunteer on the day, all are
welcome!
We know it has been a difficult few years for businesses, so we are keen to support our community
and wonderful sponsors (current or new) throughout the year and on the day.
Here's looking forward to bringing families and the community together for what will be a great day, save
the date!
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School Photos
Just a reminder that school photos will be taken on Thursday 24th March. As always,
please ensure that your child is in correct summer school uniform, wearing clean,
black school shoes. Long hair should be tied up, using sky blue or maroon hair ties.
Smiles are essential.

Parking
Thanks to everyone for their cooperation with before school drop off and after school pick up. This week
we installed 2 new flags as a reminder of the 2 minute parking restrictions along Grantchester Road and
Whalley Drive. If parking in the 2 minute zone, please stay with your vehicle – the 2 min zone was never
designed for drivers to park and run down to the school.

Drop Off
Thanks to everyone’s cooperation in not dropping students off in the staff / parish car park – it helps create
a safer environment for us all.
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Open Day - School Tours
This week I asked our Year 6 students if they would like to volunteer as tour guides for our Open Day next
week. We discussed a possible route and topics for discussion. Whilst we have been restricted in what we
have been able to do over the last few years, I wasn’t expecting the following list.
























Sacraments
Specialist classes Various subjects learnt - new
subject of STEAM
Camps and incursions/
excursions
Higher levels =independent
learners
Leadership
Afterschool/Before school
Extracurricular: Running
Club, Coding, Chess Club,
Library, Karate
Fair on the Hill
Interschool Sport
Production/ Art Show
(biannual)
Discipline (Code of Conduct)
Christmas Concert
Athletics Carnival
Lovely staff
Covid Safe practices
Graduation
Buddies
Emergency Procedures
Music Soiree, Choir,
Drumming Beats
Bear - therapy dog
Special Events: St Justin’s
Day, Harmony Day, Book
Week, Colour Run, Disco,
Italian Day


















2 playgrounds for
juniors/ middle
senior and play
areas
Cross Country
Library: borrowing
books
New line markings
Assemblies
Kitchen Garden
Parent
involvement:
working bees,
volunteers in
classroom, P/T
interviews
Chickens
P&F: Easter
Raffle, Icy Pole
days, Pizza / Hot
Dog / Sausage
Sizzle days
Maths Goal setting
Weekly newsletter
Cumberland View
Class Masses/
Liturgies

OPEN DAY - ST Justin’s Primary School. Thursday 17th March 2022
Our Open Day will be held on Thursday March 17, 9am-3pm, which is an opportunity for new families
looking for a school for their children for 2023 to come along and have a look at our school and at that time
collect an enrolment form. So if you know someone who is getting a child ready for school be sure to let
them know!

Enrolments 2023
We are accepting Prep enrolments for students of current families at St Justin’s for Prep
2023. Please contact the office for a form and we can send one home with a sibling for
you. We would like these forms returned by March 17th 2022 so we have an idea of our
numbers for 2023 before we offer places to new families.
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Bear
No wonder Bear is exhausted at the end of each day.
Therapy dogs enrich the classroom experience:
 Even children with no exposure to animals or nature in their home environment can see, feel, touch
and make connections to the wide world of animals.
 Companion dogs help students feel more connected and engaged in their learning environment
especially after the past 2 years of COVID lockdowns.
 Observing and caring for an animal instils a sense of responsibility and respect for life.
 A dog brings increased sensitivity and awareness of the feelings and needs of others—both animals
and humans.
 Children learn that all living things need more than just food and water for survival.
 Studies show that the presence of animals tends to lessen tension and anxiety.
If you have any concerns regarding your child and Bear, please contact me directly
ptorpey@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Chickens
Our chickens continue to feel right at home. Not only are they great egg layers, but they are pretty good at
composting. Great work chickens. Thank you

STEAM
This week in STEAM, students had the opportunity to paint – not with a brush, but with an iPad controlled
Sphero covered in fluoro paint. Looks like we have some very creative painters in our midst.

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
Melbourne Water
This week our Year 4s, as part of their Stewards of our School (SOOS) program, had a visit from
Melbourne Water. The visit was week 1 of a four week water quality monitoring project run by Melbourne
Water, who will talk about the water cycle and water catchments in our local area. The program will
culminate in a visit to Tirhatuan Park Reserve to undertake water quality tests under the supervision of
Melbourne Water staff.

In the Garden
Never know what you find in the garden.
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Line Marking
Yesterday we had some new line markings painted on the playground. They included:
 Six new foursquare courts,
 A huge Snakes and Ladders game,
 A large Chess Board,
 Two Hopscotch courts and
 A numbers snake.
We also remark the Netball and Basketball Courts at the front of the school, paint out the existing
walkway, foursquare courts and hopscotch courts on the driveway and painted two pedestrian crossings
for the pathway leading up the hill from the front gate – please ensure you use this pathway when entering
the school.
This project was funded by monies raised by the Parents and Friend Committee.
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Prep to Year 4 Swimming Program, 2022
We are pleased to announce that our Swimming Program for Prep to Year 4 will be held each day from the
beginning of Term 2, Tuesday 26th April (first day of term) to Friday 6th May. Our program takes place at
Swimworld Pool, Springvale Road in Glen Waverley. Further details are provided in a letter to families available
through Operoo.
Swimming caps have been made available for all students by the St Justin’s Sports captains throughout this week
and will be available for purchase for the rest of this term. Swimming caps are compulsory for this program. Please
send $2 in a sealed envelope with details on the front to your child’s teacher and they will be provided with one.
Again this year, due to continuing COVID restrictions, we are only permitted two parent helpers per class and
visitors are not permitted to watch at the pool. Parents wishing to support the program must have a current working
with children check and have also completed the St Justin’s Child Safety / Volunteer process. New parents wishing to
help can download the forms from the St Justin’s website, under Child Safety, leave these at the school office and
either Mr Patrick Torpey or Mrs Annie Herbison will make contact with you to undertake an interview.
Parents wishing to support the swimming program please email Mrs Annie Herbison at
aherbison@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au with the following information:
 Have you assisted with the swimming program in the past (this is not a requirement for doing so this year)
 Have you got a current Working with Children Check
 Have you completed the St Justin’s Volunteer process
 What day/s are you able to assist (please include times of the day)
 Do you have your own transport (parents need to meet the class at the pool as you are not able to travel on
the bus with the class)
Please note, at this stage, all parent helpers will need to wear a mask at the pool and show vaccination status upon
entry.
Please note, payment for the Swimming program has already been covered in school levies, so you do not have to
make a separate payment for this.
Please contact either Clint Johnson (PE teacher) or Annie Herbison (Deputy Principal) for any further details /
questions about the swimming program.

Please be advised that all parents/carers/guardians who have been contacted to come onsite to collect a
sick/injured child must sign their child out and wait in the front office for your child to be brought out to
you. The exception to this is if you are specifically invited into the First Aid Room by a staff member. We
request that all families respect that we have a duty of care to all students at the school and that includes
the requirement to protect their privacy as well.
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Around the School
Great to see fun times on the playground. Photo courtesy of the St Justin’s student photographers
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Table Tennis Club
Last week we rolled out the table tennis tables into the Undercover Area – it didn’t take long before we had
a few games going on. The table tennis tables will be set up each Thursday.

WELLBEING NEWS
What a whirlwind the first 6 weeks have been - we are happy to see the children starting
to settle into routines and find themselves within old and new friendship groups. We
acknowledge that there is still a way to go, we can’t lose sight of the fact that the past 2
years have been incredibly tumultuous for everyone, especially our young people.
While school is quickly becoming normal again and
children are adjusting to routines and
expectations, recent local and global events, as
well as the continuing pandemic, have left many
of us feeling uncertain and anxious. When children
are feeling anxious, it can be quite stressful for the
adults around them - we want to help but often are unsure
where to start! Below are some helpful tips from the wonderful picture storybook “How
Big Are Your Worries LIttle Bear” by Janeen Sanders that offer a great starting point
for helping young people identify and manage their anxious feelings.







It is important to acknowledge how a child is feeling and reassure them you are
there for them and they are safe. Give them time to process their feelings and listen as they share
their worries. If children are anxious about a certain event, talk through the process of the event with
them - what will happen before, during and after the event.
Tell children to be “bossy” with their worries. Encourage children to verbalise
worries using phrases such as “Go away” or “ I don’t have to listen to you”.
Explain what happens physically when you are anxious and what is going on in
your brain during these times. There are some great picture storybooks to help
introduce and explain brain function to children, including “Hey Warrior” by
Karen Young.
Mindfulness - being conscious of the here and now, is a wonderful way children
can distance themselves from their worries. Smiling Mind offer fantastic
mindfulness meditations for children and there are some incredible clips on
youtube with guided meditations and breathing exercises children can practice.
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Stewardship
This week the Students of our School (SOOS) began a 4 week program learning about the urban water
cycle and how to keep Dandenong Creek pollution free. The education team from Melbourne Water
presented an informative session with images and maps of our local area showing all the water catchments,
underground pipes, damns, and reservoirs that show how our water is collected and moved around to our
households. There was a 3D model of a topographic map of the urban water cycle showing how rainwater
travels from the bush to the city. Photos and thoughts from the year 4s have been shared on Seesaw. Here
are some photos of their experiences.
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Keira, Kim, Olivia and Alice made the following comments:
- We learnt that most of the water flows from mountains
- Only 3% of water is drinking water
- We are losing animals very fast due to human litter
- Marine animals are affected due to storm water washing rubbish into their habitats. They can mistake it as
food.
- There are multiple trash pick-up stations to keep litter from spreading through the ocean, lakes and more
bodies of water.
- The creek model showed us how the creek moves and how Dandenong creek works.
The students were very interested and demonstrated great respect towards our visitors and are looking
forward to next week.
In the veggie patch there have been some surprising harvests - in particular our zucchini discovered today
by Mrs Cedro! We were very impressed with its size - we cannot guarantee its taste but we will enjoy
exploring its use when zucchini muffins are made next week! The pumpkins continue to grow to the delight
of the year 3 caretakers. Mrs Cedro spent quite a few hours in the garden today and harvested the remaining
tomatoes and sunflowers. Lettuce and radish were sown today and should be ready in about 6 weeks.
Our chickens continue to provide us with eggs and friendship. Many thanks go to Mrs Stewart and her
reliable team of helpers who are only too willing to undertake this care in their own time.

Clean Up Australia Day
Clean up Australia Day (CUAD) occurs on the first Sunday of March each year. The focus today is as much
on preventing rubbish entering our environment as it is removing what has already accumulated. One way
we can all contribute is to continue to reduce our food waste in the classroom bins, thereby reducing the
amount ending up in landfill. Students are being encouraged to eat the food provided from home, and any
food uneaten, half eaten or food scraps return home in their lunch box. They can then dispose of the food
using their home waste system. From time to time we will collect food scraps for our school compost system.
Being responsible for our own waste and mess is a challenge but also a great teaching moment of
responsibility, independence and accountability. I encourage you to watch the short video provided by
Monash council on how food and garden waste go together. Food waste recycling is here! We are very
proud of our students who are trying hard to adjust to this change and have noticed students are making
connections between their actions and understandings. If any families participate in a neighbourhood clean
up to mark Australia Day we would love to hear from you. Please share any photos with
adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence
Next Friday 18th March is the National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence. The theme for
2022 is Kindness Culture. By building a Kindness Culture together, we can promote inclusion, respect and
community belonging for all members of our St Justin’s community.

To help promote a culture of kindness at St Justin’s, we are asking each family to take the supplied key tag
(send home this week) and discuss what kindness means to them - what does it look like, sound like and feel
like in your house? As a family, choose one word that represents kindness and write it on the key tag
provided (your surname should already be on the other side). Attach an old key (no bigger than the key
tag) and return the key ring to school with your child. We will then hang and frame each key tag and
display it at school with the message:

“We are the key to a Kindness Culture”

We hope this activity gives your family a chance to discuss what kindness means to you and how every one
of us has the power to introduce a little kindness into our world.
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COVID Reminder











Rapid antigen surveillance testing will continue until the end of Term 1, with all primary school
students and staff recommended to test at home twice a week (Monday and Wednesday preferably
for St Justin’s). Our latest RATs will be sent home as soon as they arrive - for students who are
absent on distribution day, we will hold them in the student’s classroom until their return.
Covid-positive results need to be reported to:
o Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the
coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
o School by phone (9561 7644) or written notification office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au;
so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and
let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they
should monitor for symptoms.
Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isolation
period and are subsequently asymptomatic do not need to undertake surveillance testing for 30
days.
QR code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools.
Visitors over 8 years of age are expected to wear a mask when they enter a school building (unless
and exemption applies).
Students in Years 3 to Year 6 are required to wear a mask when indoors (unless and exemption
applies). Can we please ensure that a mask is sent from home.
Students in Years Prep – Year 2 are encouraged to wear a mask.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Home Learning Packages
As many will now be aware, Home Learning tasks are made available to students who are required to
isolate due to being a COVID close contact. These tasks are also available to children isolating if they
have contracted COVID, if they are well enough to do so. Home Learning has been designed so that
students can continue practising skills they need at their level of ability. The tasks are not required to be
completed by students who are at home for 1-2 days with other illnesses.
It is not expected that your child completes every task in the pack. However if they are managing well and
are able to do so, of course they can. All year levels are presenting these tasks in different ways. Some are
paper based and supplied when required, others are pushed out through Seesaw, Google Classroom or
email. You will need to make contact with your child's teacher to work with them as to what is best for your
child.
One of the most important things to do while your child is at home is to find time to play board games and
card games with them and practise daily reading. Many problem solving skills and higher order thinking
can be gained through board games requiring strategic thinking. Having discussions about texts after
reading and asking all the W-questions… Who, What, Where, When assists a child with comprehension. To
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take them further, ask WHY questions… Why do you think that? What evidence in the text has brought you
to that conclusion? OR How might you have finished the story differently if you were the author? Why?
The classroom teacher needs to be made aware so they will know what they can set, based on what is
happening with your child. Please make contact with your child’s teacher about informing them of the
situation and about accessing the Home Learning via email.
Laura Leung

Prep LI Mon-Wed

lleung@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Helen Interligi

Prep LI Thurs-Fri
3WI Wed

hinterligi@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Lucy D’Angelo

Prep DB Mon-Wed

ldangelo@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Lisa Braybrook

Prep DB Thurs-Fri

lbraybrook@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Jess Wickens

1WM Mon-Wed & Fri

jwickens@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Jen McGrath

1WM Thurs

jmcgrath@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Sam Lutgens

1L

slutgens@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Belinda Dalach

2D

bdalach@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Ange Loadman

2L

aloadman@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Gen Jones

3J

gjones@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Deb Wood

3WI Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri

dwood@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Nick Mosele

4M

nmosele@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Leanne Snell

4SD Mon, Tues & Fri

lsnell@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Rachel De La Haye

4SD Wed - Thurs

rdelahaye@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Chris Giosis

5G

cgiosis@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Lisa Chiappalone

5CD Mon - Wed

lchiappalone@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Angie Diciero

5CD Thurs - Fri

adiciero@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Trevor Snelling

6T

tsnelling@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Belinda Slonim

6B

bslonim@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Dates for Term 1
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

March 14th
March 16th
March 17th

Friday

March 18th

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Monday

March 21st
March 24th
March 25th
March 28th

Tuesday

March 29th

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

March 30th
March 31st
April 1st

Monday
Thursday
Friday

April 4th
April 7th
April 8th

Labour Day Public Holiday
Preps Full Time at School
St Patricks Day
St Justin’s Open Day
Chess Lessons (Years 2 – 6)
National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence
Harmony Day
School Photo’s
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5G Parliament House Incursion
Hot X Bun Orders Cut-off Day
6B Parliament House Incursion
Pizza Day Orders Cut-off Day
6T Parliament House Incursion
P&F Pizza Day
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
Hot Cross Buns delivered
5CD Parliament House Incursion
World Health Day
Term 1 Ends 1pm

Lost Property
Please label all your child’s uniform as we already have a collection of items in out lost property tub,
which is located outside the Prep rooms. If clothing is labelled, we will endeavour to send it back to your
child via our classroom bucket. Can we also ask you all to check that the uniform coming home belongs to
your child – often a jacket or hat is mistakenly picked up and taken home by the wrong child? We thank
you for your assistance.
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Class Representatives
We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Reps - a big thanks to those who
have already put their hand up for this, but we still need more volunteers. The
role of class rep is to liaise with their respective teachers and help
communicate information to the class parents. If you are interested in this, or
have any further questions about it, please contact the P&F at
pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au or feel free to chat to any of the committee
members.
PrepDB
PrepLI
1WM
1L
2L
2D
3WI
3J
4SD
4M
5G
5CS
6S
6B

Aili Gomez
Melinda Ignatenko
Georgia Williams
Talar Bahdus
Annick Holt

Emma Hoad

Andrea Halvatzis
Kerri Frappier
Maree Giannetti
Sara Costanzo

Renae Charman
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FEES & LEVIES Q & A
We have had some common queries regarding Fees and the Fees & Levies Invoices so here's a quick Q&A
to explain.
Q. Our old statements showed how much we had to pay each term. How do I know how much to pay
per term?
A. If you divide the total of your 2022 Fees by 3 that will be your payment due in each of Terms 1, 2 & 3.
Q. Why is the fees & levies statement different to previous year?
A. With the change of system to ICON, the Statements now itemise the Fees & Levies so that you can
clearly see how your fees are broken down.
Q. Why does the fee statement have Anne-Maree's email address on it?
A. The Fees statements were incorrectly issued with this address and the statements issued in Semester
2 will have the correct address shown. Please note - all fees queries should come
to office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
Q. How do I get a Direct Debit Form?
A. We can send one home with your child or email one through to you
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FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the questions you have always wanted to.
Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE
Email: info@keyassets.com.au
Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.org.au
Web: canifoster.com.au or keyassets.org.au
What will happen: Interested families would receive a brochure, information and no pressure!
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