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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Advent 
This Sunday we will light the second candle to represent the hope of Christ coming to the 

world. This second candle is the ‘peace’ candle. Christmas is about celebrating the arrival, 

the birthday, of the Prince of Peace. 
 

The attached prayer of peace has been attributed to St. Frances of Assisi. It’s possibly 

more relevant now than it was when it was written about 800 years ago. There is so much 

hatred, injury, doubt, despair, darkness and sadness. That’s where we come in - it’s up to 

us to be instruments of justice that lead to peace. 
 

Prayer of St. Francis 
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love; 

Where there is injury, pardon; 

Where there is doubt, faith; 

Where there is despair, hope; 

Where there is darkness, light; 

Where there is sadness, joy. 
 

O, Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; 

To be understood as to understand; 

To be loved as to love; 

For it is in giving that we receive; 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 

It is in dying that we are born again to eternal life. 

‘The Show Must Go On’ - St. Justin’s 2021 School Production 
WELL, THAT’S A WRAP!!!  What a Seriously, Sensational and Spectacular Show it was! 
 

The students of St. Justin’s should be extremely proud of themselves for the AMAZING performances and 

hard work they put in to make this show happen. 
 

Everything finally came together on the days of filming. All the dance practices at home and here at school, 

all the singing, all the main cast rehearsals online and during lunchtimes and recess certainly paid off.  
 

Every child no matter what their part in the performance was, contributed to the success of the show. 

Everyone had the opportunity to shine under the lights in their costumes and makeup. The students' 

excitement and smiley faces during the filming days made it all worthwhile and we hope you enjoy watching 

it as much as we enjoyed performing it.  
 

A HUGE thank you to the fabulous Production Team, to the Main Cast, to ALL staff and 

students for putting this production together. 
 

The only question remains - Did they find the missing RINGMASTER and who might it 

be?? 
 

Christy Riddiford 

Performing Arts Teacher 
 

We hope to have the production video available for purchase before the end of the year – keep an eye out for 

the order form! 
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St. Vincent de Paul Appeal Christmas Fundraiser 

On Tuesday 30th November, Noel, who is the St. 

Vincent de Paul, Conference Leader for our District 

and two other volunteers, came to collect our 

Christmas donations. Noel was very appreciative of all 

the items that had been donated by our St. Justin’s 

school community.  

  

Thank you to all the families who generously donated 

so many wonderful Christmas items. These items will 

be made into hampers for less fortunate families. 

Finally, thank you to our Year 6 Liturgy Leaders and 

Wellbeing Leaders, who helped organise this 

fundraiser. This will make a difference for many 

families this Christmas. 
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Annual Tub Scrub 
Next Friday, 10th December, classroom teachers will be sending home student tubs from their desks with their work 

books and class items. We ask that each child spend a few minutes over the weekend thoroughly cleaning the tub in 

preparation for next year’s classes. This is one great opportunity to help teach our children responsibility and respect 

for others as we share the same equipment. We thank all parents for your support and participation in advance. 
 
Please return tubs to the class no later than MONDAY 13TH DECEMBER 
 

St Justin’s Student Reports will be available online again 
As with our June Student Reports, December Student Reports will be made available to families via the 

online Parent Portal again. Each family will be emailed with instructions and confidential login details for 

the portal. You will be issued with a new password for your login which you will be able to re-set after you 

have logged in the first time. It will not be the same details and process as last time.  

 

The most important thing for you to do right now, is to ensure that you have let us know if you have changed 

your email address in the last 6 months. If so, please notify us by emailing Annie Herbison at 

aherbison@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au. Previous email addresses remain in the system so it will come to 

you automatically if you haven’t changed it. 

 

Student Reports will be ready for you to view on Friday 10th December   

 

School Fees 2022 
This week a letter went home to all families advising of the school fees for 2022.  Please note that there is a 

slight change – the Tuition Fee for both One Child Families and Families with more than one child, already 

includes the Maintenance Fee of $100.  Please see below the adjusted fee schedule: 

Family Fees 

The tuition fees per family is made up as follows: 

 

Tuition Fee – One child family:   $2,000 (*includes $100 Maintenance Fee)  

Tuition Fee – two or more children:  $2,620 (*includes $100 Maintenance Fee) 

Building Fee:    $250 

Maintenance Fee*   (*$100 credit for attending 2 working bees during the year) 

Student Levies 

The levies in the table below are charged per student. 

 Curriculum Excursion 

(Including 

Swimming

) 

Sport Camp Technolog

y 

eLearning 

Levy 

Total 

student 

levies 

Prep $280 $210 -  $60 $550 

Year 1 $280 $210 -  $60 $550 

Year 2 $280 $210 -  $60 $550 

Year 3 $280 $210 - $160 $225 $875 

Year 4 $280 $210 - $160 $225 $875 

Year 5 $280 $70 $50 $290 $245 $935 

Year 6 $280 $100 $50 $310 $245 $985 
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Face Masks  
A reminder to all families to please supply face masks for your child / children if 

required. Please email the principal if your child has an exemption. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 

 

Plans for 2022 
As announced in previous newsletters, plans for 2022 are well and truly underway. Whilst for many of us 

our attention is on Christmas and the end of the school year, it’s amazing how much work has already gone 

into preparing for the 2022 school year. Most of our enrolments for 2022 are set, although we are still 

receiving one or two enquiries.  
 

At this stage we plan to have 14 classes. With a class average of 23 students, plus support staff, this 

structure allows for growth and student movement and provides opportunities for teachers to work in teams. 

Students and teachers will work closely, especially in levels, sharing spaces and strengths when appropriate. 

It is important to remember that all teachers have other administration duties alongside their classroom 

responsibilities, which will require them to be released on an ongoing basis. 
 

As indicated in previous newsletters, we have already given a great deal of thought to the placement of each 

child – a decision that is not taken lightly. We endeavour to provide each child with the opportunity to be 

part of a class that will allow him or her the best opportunity to learn. Consideration is given to each child’s 

social and emotional needs, ability, behaviour, etc. Individual needs and a whole school perspective must be 

considered. However, having said that, with our connecting classrooms accessed via sliding doors and 

moveable walls, our students are more able to engage and interact with students and teachers from other 

classes.  
 

We are a community of learners and we learn for, from and with each other. This includes us all and not just 

a selection. It is exposure to a variety of personalities and qualities that help us develop as a whole person. 

Life is sometimes not about being in the perfect situation, but making the most of the situation we are in. 
 

With many goals still to be achieved until the end of the school year, we will continue with our plans for 

2022.  
 

 

Staffing 
As announced in previous newsletters, at the end of this year, Mrs Anne-Maree Smith and Mrs Annette 

Melenhorst will finish up at St Justin’s. Today, we are sad to say that Mr Frank Davis will finish up also as 

our Grounds Person. Mr Davis has been with us since 2010 and as a grounds person, Frank has become a 

great bus driver, chicken wrangler, footy coach and mentor, sign writer, furniture removalist, painter, book 

exchange coordinator, story teller, leaf blower operator (just to name a few) but most importantly, he's 

become a dear friend who will be greatly missed. I'm sure we'll continue to see him for regular visits. We 

thank Mr Davis for his many contributions and wish him all the very best as he continues on his life journey.  
 

You will note that in the office we welcome Mrs Belinda Rubino to our team. Currently, Mrs Rubino works 

with NAB Monday to Wednesday as an Expertise Customer Service Adviser and Facilitator, which involves 

a variety of administrative roles in the National Call Centre, using up to twelve software applications 

throughout the day. She also spends a great deal of her time volunteering and contributing to the community 

and her children's sport, evidenced by the coordination of gala nights and convening dance competitions. 

We certainly welcome Mrs Rubino who I’m sure will be a wonderful asset to our team. 
 

We are also excited to announce that Mrs Laura Wegmann and Mrs Jen McGrath will share the role of  

STEAM Specialist Teachers for 2022 (formerly IRC). STEAM combines the curriculum areas of Science, 

Technology, Engineering, the Arts and Mathematics and will bring together learning linked to the class 
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Inquiry Learning. It will be great to have two staff members working with us who know the curriculum, know 

our students and know us, and can build on the great foundational work of Mrs Melenhorst. Mrs Wegmann 

will lead the work in the library to maintain it as a central resource for us all. I’m sure with Mrs Wegmann 

and Mrs McGrath’s enthusiasm, adaptability and energy, and the support from us all, we are destined to see 

great things. We wish them both well. 
 

You will also notice that Miss Laura Leung will take on the role as Literacy Leader for 2022. We know both 

Literacy and Numeracy are huge roles, but there are many areas that cross over and we have so many 

“knowledgeable others” who I know will continue to support our leaders, each other and our students.  

 

Whilst we still have a few decisions to make, which we hope to finalise soon, it gives us great pleasure to 

announce the following staffing list for 2022.  
 

Staff 2022 

Fr Andrew Madry    Parish Priest                                                            

Mr Patrick Torpey    Principal                                                                           

Mrs Annie Herbison  Deputy Principal / Director of Learning and Teaching                                   

Ms Donna Coelho                  Administration (Mon - Fri) 

Mrs Belinda Rubino               Administration (Thurs - Fri) 
 

Classroom Teachers 

Mrs Lucy D’Angelo  Year Prep DB (Mon - Wed) 

Mrs Lisa Braybrook  Year Prep DB (Thurs - Fri)       

Mrs Laura Leung  Year Prep LI (Mon - Wed), Numeracy / Literacy Leader (Thurs and Fri)  

Mrs Helen Interligi             Year Prep LI (Thurs - Fri) 

Mrs Samantha Lutgens           Year 1 L 

Mrs Jessica Wickens  Year 1 WM (Mon - Wed, Fri), Digital Technology Leader (Thurs) 

Mrs Jen McGrath  Year 1 WM (Thurs) 

Miss Belinda Dalach  Year 2 D                 

Mrs Angelique Loadman Year 2 L 

Mrs Deb Wood  Year 3 WI (Mon, Tues Thurs, Fri) 

Mrs Helen Interligi       Year 3 WI (Wed)           

Miss Genevieve Jones             Year 3 J 

Mrs Leanne Snell  Year 4 SD (Mon, Tues, Fri), Religious Education Leader (Thurs) 

Mrs Rachel DeLaHaye Year 4 SD (Wed - Thur) 

Mr Nicholas Mosele  Year 4 M             

Mr Chris Giosis  Year 5 G 

Miss Lisa Chiappalone  Year 5 CS (Mon - Wed), Student Wellbeing (Thurs) 

Mrs Maria Scandizzo       Year 5 CS (Thurs - Fri) 

Mr Trevor Snelling  Year 6 T 

Mrs Belinda Slonim  Year 6 B 
 

Specialist Teachers: 

Mrs Christy Riddiford          Performing Arts (Tues - Thurs), Choir and Drumming Beats 

Mrs Laura Wegmann       STEAM / Library Management - Senior (Wed - Thurs) 

Mrs Jen McGrath                   STEAM - Junior (Tues) 

Mr Clinton Johnson             Physical Education (Wed - Fri) 

Mrs Silvana Cetrola             LOTE - Italian (Mon - Tues) 
 

Other positions of responsibility include: 

Miss Anne Livera                 Learning Diversity Leader / Tutoring (Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri) 

Mrs Louise Skues                 Reading Recovery / Literacy Learning Intervention (Mon - Thurs),  

Mrs Anne Deegan                Sustainability / Kitchen Garden (Tues, Thurs) 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 

Learning Support Officers  

Mrs Carmel Sullivan, Mrs Milena De Lillo, Miss Michaela Torpey, Mrs Mary Cedro, Mrs Lisa Stewart,  

Mrs Christina Patti, Mrs Sandra Pascuzzi, Miss Lisa Phillips 
  

As you would have identified in the staff list, there are some changes in staff for 2022 and whilst we are sad 

to see colleagues leave, we are excited by the change. Change may be a difficult thing for many of us to accept, 

but one thing we do know in life is that change is inevitable. 

 

We look forward to a great year and thank everyone for their many contributions this year. Please note that 

reports, portfolios and notification of class placements will be sent home before the end of the year. 

 
First Eucharist  
With the easing of restrictions for Religious Celebrations, we are able to 

celebrate First Eucharist. These will be celebrated on: 

First Eucharist: Year 5 - Saturday 4th December 

- Year 5SS - 2:00pm Mass 

- Year 5CI – 4:00pm Mass 

First Eucharist: Year 4 - Sunday 5th December  
- Year 4L - 2:00pm Mass 

- Year 4G – 4:00pm Mass 
 

As announced yesterday, density limits no longer apply to those who have been full vaccinated. 

Please note, the following restrictions still apply: 

 Double vaccination for all guests (not required for candidates), including those over 12 years of 

age. 

 QR Code and Masks on entry. 
 

Thanks to Fr Andrew and Mrs Snell for organising these celebrations so promptly. Thanks also to our 

students and families for being so patient and understanding in these “different” times. Please keep our 

First Eucharist students in your prayers. 

 

Parents & Friends Committee Nominations 
The P&F meets 2 to 3 times per term to plan and coordinate ways to support St. Justin’s through social & 

fundraising activities.  Last week we emailed all families an invitation to nominate for Executive and Non-

Executive positions on the P&F Committee.  Positions that are vacant for 2022 are:  Chairperson, Assistant 

Secretary, Treasurer, and Assistant Treasurer & Class Reps.  You will find a nomination form attached to 

the letter and these need to be returned by Friday December 10th, 2021.  

 

Christmas Cheer 

Christmas has always been a time of sharing and our children certainly enter into the spirit. 

It’s not unusual for students at St Justin’s to hand out Christmas cards, not just to their 

friends, but to all class members. Often attached to the envelopes and/or cards, are candy 

canes, a simple but effective way of wishing friends a “Merry Christmas”. 

Unfortunately, many candy canes contain traces of food colouring and/or nuts that 

many of our children are highly allergic too. Whilst we don’t want to be considered the 

“Christmas Grouch”, with the safety of all students at our school on our mind, we ask 

you to consider an alternative “gift”. We ask that Christmas canes be eaten at home. 
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TERM FOUR 
Saturday 4th December First Eucharist 5SS – 2.00pm Mass 

 First Eucharist 5CI – 4.00pm Mass 

Sunday 5th December First Eucharist 4L – 2.00pm Mass 

 First Eucharist 4G – 4.00pm Mass 

Thursday 9th December 2022 Prep Orientation 9.00am-12.00pm 

Friday 10th December Casual Clothes Day / Pizza Day 

Monday December 13th Year 6 Graduation Fun Day 

Tuesday 14th December Year 6 Graduation Mass & Movie Night 

Wednesday 15th December Final school day for students, 1pm finish  

Friday 17th December Final school day for staff 

 

 

 

Kitchen Garden 
This week the Prep students used their finger knitting chains to attach to a pot in preparation for a surprise 

for their buddies. It was great to see so many students have a go and create such long chains! We also had 

some very generous students who made extra chains and shared them with their friends who were not able to 

make them. Such a good example of friendship and community. Well done Preps. 

 

The chocolate cake Christmas trees 

went down a treat! Decorated with 

smarties and icing they took them 

home to show their families. I have 

attached the recipe to this newsletter 

- it is a very simple recipe and I am 

sure the Preps will agree it is also 

very yummy! 
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Year 2s Making Paper 
On Thursday the year 2 students made paper out 

of classroom scraps and newspaper. This was a lesson on 

how to recycle and gave them a glimpse of what big 

companies do to recycle our paper in our community. 

Luckily we chose a very hot day to do a messy, wet and 

creative activity.  

We also made Christmas herb wreaths with lavender and 

rosemary. 

 

 

Year 4 Stewardship Program 
Over the past few weeks the year 4s have been working on making 3D creations using recycled materials. 

Their brief was to create an engaging 3D model of an area within our school that people use and provide 

instructions on how to behave respectfully and sustainably in that space. They are really thinking outside the 

box and creating wonderful dioramas and models. We will finish these next week. Here is a glimpse of what 

to expect. 

 
 

 

Chicken care over the holidays 
 

Chicken help over the holidays- thank you to the families that have 

volunteered their time to help care for our school chickens. There are still 

many days we have not covered so please consider if you are able to help 

even for one day.  

 

Please email me adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au for 

information.  
 
 

 

  

mailto:adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Expressions of Interest – Computer Programming Club 
 

We have been approached by Digimaker in regards to the possibility of running a computer programming 

club during school term in 2022.  For any families wanting to express their interest, please see below for the 

details on how to apply. 
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