St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 11th February 2022

Bulletin No 2
Dear Families and Friends,

It’s hard to believe that we are at the end of week 2 – our first full week for most students. By all reports,
everyone seems to have settled in beautifully. Sometimes this can happen by chance, sometimes this can
happen by hard work, but it’s usually a result of everyone working together. Thanks everyone for your
cooperation and support.
Every morning I have the privilege of greeting students as they enter the Grandchester pedestrian gate – it’s
great to see them grow in confidence saying “Good morning Mr T” and “How are you?” With smiles on their
faces and bags on their backs, they confidently make their way up to their classroom, ready to begin the day.
Likewise, at the end of the day, it’s nice when they see mum, dad or a grandparent and their faces light up. We
are fortunate to have such large open spaces outside our school grounds where parents and grandparents can
wait.
Thanks everyone for your cooperation

Lead the Way
On Wednesday, our Year 5 and 6 students participated in a ‘Lead the Way’ incursion led by Tim from Values
for Life. He helped our students develop a better understanding of leadership and how to be a better role model.
By teaching us fun and informative games, he taught us the importance of encouraging and supporting others.
Some of the main characteristics of being a good leader are cheering on your peers, working together and
guiding others to give it their best shot. Moving onward, Tim explained how words can be very powerful. They
can be used to inspire and motivate or be used to tear people down. We plan to make use of these skills as we
advance further into 2022 and in the coming years.
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S.T.E.A.M. update

This week an exciting new chapter commenced at St Justin’s with the introduction of S.T.E.A.M. as a
specialist subject. This week all students have been introduced to just what S.T.E.A.M. is, and have begun
their journey into understanding how these crucial areas all work together.
As we are sure the students have already told you - S.T.E.A.M. is an acronym to explain an integrated
approach to the use of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics to create critical and
creative thinkers to solve problems. Affectionately often known as ‘robots or coding’, S.T.E.A.M. encourages
the students to think outside the box and use all elements to solve problems, not just technology!
This week we began by exploring the letters in the S.T.E.A.M. acronym. The students’ knowledge of this
relatively new subject was impressive! We then set the students a challenge of who could build the tallest
tower out of pegs and icypole sticks. Whilst we did have a few questions like ‘Where is the glue?’ and ‘Can I
keep holding it so that it will stay up?’ the students were extremely creative in constructing their
towers. Every tower was unique (and some were impressively high). Most importantly, it illustrated the
benefits of working as a team and thinking ‘outside the box’.
We are so excited to start this journey with the students of St Justin’s and look forward to bringing you more
S.T.E.A.M. news in the weeks ahead.
Mrs Laura Wegmann & Mrs Jen McGrath (S.T.E.A.M. leaders)

Year 2 gathering together in prayer and song
Gather together, gather together
Gather together and celebrate
Gather together, gather together
Gather together and celebrate
Share with each other, share with each other
Share with each other and celebrate
Share with each other, share with each other
Share with each other and celebrate

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
P&F Executive Committee
We are still asking for people to volunteer for some of the positions in our Executive Team including Chair and
Treasurer as well as their assistant roles. If anybody has any questions or interest in relation to these, feel free
to contact the school or again the P&F on pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Class Representatives
We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Reps, a big thanks to those who have already put their hand up
for this, but we still need more volunteers. The role of class rep is to liaise with their respective teachers and
help communicate information to the class parents. If you are interested in this, or have any further questions
about it, please contact the P&F at pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au or feel free to chat to any of the
committee members.

Testing some new Yard Games in the playground
As the new year begins and all of our children are getting to know each other again, we have introduced some
new GIANT games to the playground. We have sets of Giant Noughts and Crosses, Dominoes and Checkers.
Some of Year 4 students are taking responsibility for setting these up and demonstrating how to play them for
some of the younger students. These types of games help to encourage turn taking, boost language skills,
sharpen childrens' thinking and help with learning how to negotiate. These types of games can also support
children learn patience and help to build resilience. Over these last couple of years, some students have
missed opportunities to develop skills such as these so it is our hope to engage them and have some fun,
relaxation and enjoyment along the way.

Library Borrowing and PE lessons
These will be the Library and PE days for
your children's classes to help you
organise library bags and PE uniforms.
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Year Level Requisites
Many families have already sent these in over the first few days of school, however we have heard that some
people did not receive this notice so we repeat it here, ONLY if you didn’t receive it. Apologies this occurred.
Year Prep Families please refer to the Prep Parent Handbook.
Year 1
The items that require clear labelling of your child’s
name:
★ A cloth library bag
★ A colouring/activities book for extreme
weather programs
★ A set of headphones (not the earbud types
please)
★ A small, empty pencil case
★ Communication Bag (retain from previous
year)
★ Art smocks will be returned to families for
washing. Please return on the first day of
school
★ Art folio – if in excellent condition please return
empty on the first day of school

Year 2
The items that require clear labelling of your child’s
name:
★ A cloth library bag
★ St Justin’s Reader/Communication Bag (retain from
previous year)
★ A colouring/activities book for extreme weather
programs
★ A set of headphones (not the earbud types please)
★ An empty pencil case
★ An art smock – will be returned to families for
washing. Please return on first day of school
★ Art folio – if in excellent condition please return
empty on first day of school

The items required for communal use and do not require
labelling:
★ 1 box of tissues – Families with surname A-K
The items required for communal use and do not
★ 1 pack of Chux wipes – Families with surname L-Z
require labelling:
★ 1 box of tissues
1 pack of Chux wipes
Year 3
Year 4
The items that require clear labelling of your child’s The items that require clear labelling of your child’s
name:
name:
★ A cloth library bag
★ A cloth library bag
★ An art smock – will be returned to families for
★ An art smock – will be returned to families for
washing. Please return on first day of school
washing. Please return on first day of school
★ A colouring/activities book for extreme
★ A colouring/activities book for extreme weather
weather programs (optional)
programs (optional)
★ A set of headphones (not the earbud types
★ A set of headphones (not the earbud types please)
please)
★ Journal/Notebook of student’s choosing (as
★ Journal/Notebook of student’s choosing (as
discussed at transition day)
discussed at transition day)
★ Art folios – if in excellent condition please return
★ Folio – if in excellent condition please return
empty on first day of school
empty on first day of school
★ Protractor
★ Small pencil case (due to limited space in student
tubs) with additional textas and pencils (this is
The items required for communal use and do not
optional as pencils, textas and crayons are provided
require labelling:
★ 1 box of tissues
on each table for all students)
Students are request NOT to bring pencil cases
The items required for communal use and do not require
labelling:
★ 2 boxes of tissues
Year 5&6
The items that require clear labelling of your child’s name:
★ A cloth library bag
★ Art smocks will be returned to families for washing. Please return on the first day of school
★ A set of headphones
★ A pencil case with textas and coloured pencils
★ Water Bottle
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Drop Off and Pick Up
In an effort to develop Covid safe practices (and develop independence):
 in the morning between 8:40am and 8:55am, we encourage parents to:
o kiss and drop from the street
o accompany their child/children to one of three school gates, or
o If necessary, accompany their child/children to the classroom external door (Year1 students can enter
via the corridor double doors) and say goodbye to their child/children from there.
o If walking your child into the school grounds or classroom, please:
 Park on the other side of the street (opposite side to the school) to allow other families to “kiss
and drop”. Please be mindful of neighbours’ driveways and parking restrictions, including the
2-minute parking along Grantchester Road and Whalley Drive
 Wear a mask if social distancing cannot be maintained.
 In the afternoon from 3:15 Monday and 3:30pm Tuesday to Friday
o wait outside one of three school gates for your child/children (obviously prearranged)
o if necessary, wait for your child outside the classroom external door (Year1 students can enter via the
corridor double doors)Please remember to:
 be mindful of neighbours’ driveways and parking restrictions, including the 2-minute parking
along Grantchester Road and Whalley Drive
 wear a mask if social distancing cannot be maintained.

Enrolments 2022
We are in the process of preparing our enrolment documentation for 2023. If any current school families require
an enrolment form for 2023, please contact the office. We would like these forms returned by March 17th 2022
so we have an idea of our numbers for 2023 before we offer places to new families.
Our Open Day is planned for on Thursday March 17, 9am-3pm, which is an opportunity for new families
looking for a school for their children for 2023 to come along and have a look at our school and at that time
collect an enrolment form.

Drop off and pick up
In the morning, there are at least two teachers on yard duty in the school grounds from 8:40am. If you wish to
drop your child off before 8:40 am, please use the Before School Care service provided by Camp Australia we would hate for your child to arrive at school and no-one be here to care for them. Whilst there is usually
someone here from 8:00am, it’s important to remember that staff are busy preparing for the day ahead or
involved in meetings.
After school, a teacher is on playground duty until 3:45 pm. After this time students who are yet to be picked
up will be taken to the office. We will attempt to ring their parents to make sure everything is ok. If, for any
reason, you are running late, just give the office a ring and let us know.
Please note that students should not be dropped off or picked up in the staff carpark. In the morning and at
the end of the day, the car park becomes a busy place with people walking in all directions.

Pick Up / Dismissal
We wish to thank all families for your support in the morning and afternoon process of
pick up and dismissal of students. It is only through the cooperation of a whole community
that we are able to have success with this. We remind you that if you are parked in a “drop
off zone” that you please do not leave your car as it precludes other families who come
after you from using the area. There are plenty of longer term parking areas available
should you wish to walk your child into school. We will continue with our current practice
until further notice.
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COVID Reminders
As presented in previous weeks, the Victorian Government has announced some new measures for the
beginning of the 2022 school year across all Victorian schools.


RAPID ANTIGEN TESTS (RATs)
The Victorian Government has provided free RATs for all staff and students in Victorian schools for the
first four weeks of Term 1 2022.
 Tests will be provided in packs of five individual tests. The second pack of 5 was sent home on
Wednesday of this week – if you are still to receive your pack, please contact the office.
o Students and staff are strongly recommended to test twice weekly – preferably on Monday and
Wednesday mornings before school.
o Tests are to be conducted at home and both students and staff are required to report any positive
test result to the Victorian Department of Health and the school. Results ONLY need to be
reported if they are COVID-positive. They must report a COVID-positive result to:
 If staff or students receive a positive test result a t any time, they must report this through
the Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the
coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
 Students (or their parents) must also report a positive result to their school by phone (9561
7644) or written notification office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au; so the school can
support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the
school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they should monitor
for symptoms.
o Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isolation
period and are subsequently asymptomatic do not need to undertake surveillance testing for 30
days.


HOW TO READ A RAT:
Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video translated into
33 languages, is available online.


VACCINATION REQUIREMENTS
Parents and carers must have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception
(with limited exceptions) to enter school buildings.
COVID-19 vaccinations for students are not required for them to attend school but vaccination for
students is highly encouraged. If your child has not yet had their first dose, please try to organise this
before term begins. For more information on how to book a vaccination, including important information
about vaccination for children aged 5 to 11, visit the Vaccination information for children and teenagers
page on the coronavirus.vic.gov.au website.
All students and staff who return a positive result from a rapid antigen test should also follow the latest
advice at https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/rapid-antigen-tests.

MASK WEARING
Please visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au for the latest face mask requirements.
o A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these
requirements.
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For all school settings:
o School staff will be required to always wear masks indoors when not actively teaching or
communicating with students. Masks are not compulsory for teachers and staff outdoors.
o Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask indoors at school and Outside School Hours
Care (OSHC) programs, unless a lawful exception applies (see below). Students must wear face
masks even if vaccinated. Students are not required to wear masks outside.
o When attending outdoor school camps and excursions, face masks are not mandatory, unless
physical distancing cannot be maintained. Face masks must continue to be worn when indoors on
camps and excursions.
o Everyone over eight years old must wear a face mask when travelling to and from school on public
transport, taxis or ride share vehicles.
o Visitors to schools aged eight and above must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, unless a
lawful exception applies.
o Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to wear a face mask indoors at school or
an OSHC program.
o There are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students
who are unable to wear a face mask due to the nature of their disability, medical or mental health
condition. Parents/carers of a student/s who meet the criteria for an exception must provide their
approval in writing for their child/ren to not wear a mask to the school. Please email the
principal: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au prior to the commencement of the 2022
school year.
VENTILATION
We will also make sure that classrooms are well ventilated by opening windows and doors, to minimise the
risk of infection. We are now familiar with the air purifiers in our classrooms and these are operational
throughout the day.
Feel free to contact us to clarify any concerns you may have.
School Phone Number: 9561 7644
School Email: office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Sun Smart
A reminder that St Justin’s Primary School is a Sun Smart School and as a result, all students are to wear
their school hat that protects the face, neck and ears during breaks or lessons, throughout September to the
end of April. Sun screen should also be applied at home before coming to school.
Over exposure to the sun presents a serious health risk. Students must, therefore, be educated regarding
healthy UV exposure balance to help with Vitamin D and suitable sun protection, in order to be protected
from overexposure to the sun whilst at school.
Students and teachers are encouraged to protect themselves from the harmful effects of the sun through
strategies which use a combination of sun protection measures whenever UV Index levels reach 3 and above.
Sun protection should be used whenever UV levels are 3 or higher, especially between the months of midAugust to the end of April. During this time, parents should send appropriate sun screen to school and ensure
that their child has a suitable hat.
Please refer to our website for more information.
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Dates for Term 1
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday
Thursday
Monday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Thursday
Friday

March 3rd
March 4th
March 14th
March 16th
March 17th
March 17th
March 21st
March 24th
March 25th
March 28th
March 29th
March 30th
April 1st
April 4th
April 7th
April 8th

Year 5 Excursion to Nazareth College
World Day of Prayer
Labour Day Public Holiday
Preps Full Time at School
St Patricks Day
St Justin’s Open Day
Harmony Day
School Photo’s
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5G Parliament House Incursion
6B Parliament House Incursion
6T Parliament House Incursion
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5CD Parliament House Incursion
World Health Day
Term 1 Ends 1pm

Smart Phone App
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App.
The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a portal for
notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our
school community.
To download the app simply search for St Justin’s Catholic School, Wheelers Hills
in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad.
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CAMP SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND
This is a Victorian Government initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to attend
camps, sports and excursions. The amount payable for eligible primary students is $125 and for those
students this amount will be used to reduce their school fees.
To be eligible to receive the payment a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of Terms 1
or 2 be an eligible beneficiary, who holds a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner Concession Card
(PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or be a temporary foster parent and submit an application to the
school.
Please collect an application form from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible. Payments
will be made directly to schools from March 2022. Once received, these payments will be credited to school
fees.
Any parent who applied for, and received, the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new form
this year.

Class Representatives
We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Reps, a big thanks to those who have already put their hand up for
this, but we still need more volunteers. The role of class rep is to liaise with their respective teachers and help
communicate information to the class parents. If you are interested in this, or have any further questions about
it, please contact the P&F at pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au or feel free to chat to any of the committee
members.
P&F Executive Committee
We are still asking for people to volunteer for some of the positions in our Executive Team including Chair and
Treasurer as well as their assistant roles. If anybody has any questions or interest in relation to these, feel free
to contact the school or again the P&F on pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
Wishing everybody a safe and happy start to their school year.
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Waverley Park Hawks Junior Football Club and Auskick
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