St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 29th October 2021

Bulletin No 34
Dear Families and Friends,

It’s nice to start returning to some sort of “normality”. Thanks for your cooperation and understanding with
our ever-changing landscape. Our guidelines change on a regular basis and whilst it makes it hard to plan
for the future, we are committed to providing opportunities for our community to thrive.
Please be mindful that there are certain rules, regulations and guidelines that we need to implement and
follow. These are directives from the Catholic Education Commission of Victoria (CECV) via the State
Government and have had to be implemented by many business and organisations throughout Victoria - failure
to follow them can mean huge fines for those involved.
As of next Wednesday, all students will return to school at St Justin’s. In summary:




Monday 1st November - School Closure Day - Assessment & Reporting Day for all students - Staff commence
entering details for Semester 2 Reports
Tuesday 2nd November - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
Wednesday 3rd November – Friday 5th November – All students return to school

We are very fortunate to have Fr Andrew as a member of our school community. He is always willing to work
with us, and the Covid-19 Guidelines, to ensure that we all continue on our faith journey, and that students
have the opportunity to participate in special celebrations including First Eucharist, Confirmation and
Graduation. New dates have been set for First Eucharist and Confirmation (refer to later in this newsletter)
and whilst the current Government Guidelines will mean a restriction in the number of people who can attend,
at least our students will receive the sacraments this year.
Face Mask Regulations - Year Prep to Year 6
Parents of Year 3 to Year 6 children are advised that the Government COVID Guidelines:
 Directs students in Year 3 to Year 6 to wear face masks when indoors on school premises, unless an
exemption applies - parents of children with 'lawful exceptions for mask wearing, including those with
disability, medical or a mental health condition' are advised to contact Patrick Torpey ptorpey@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
 Recommends that Prep to Year 2 children wear face masks when at school and attending an Out of School
Hours Care Program.
We request that all families specifically adhere to the direction for Year 3 to Year 6 children and take on board the
recommendation for Year Prep to Year 2 children.

COVID Safety
The school continues to follow the advice from CECV to minimise the risks of transmission of the virus, please note
below a few significant COVID Safety measures that may provide some clarity for you:
 We are being provided with air purifiers but have yet to be advised as to when they will arrive.
 Ventilation is a priority for all work spaces.
 All staff onsite are vaccine compliant.
 Physical distancing is encouraged.
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Hand washing and sanitising are mandated.
Additional cleaning and sanitising of touch surfaces continues to be in place.

Thank you in anticipation of your support for the new Government Guidelines.

St Justin’s “Fair on the Hill” Update
Under normal circumstances, this week we would all be busy preparing for our annual Fair
on the Hill - preparing stalls, setting up marquees, making cakes and purchasing raffle tickets
and wristbands. Who would have thought . . . . ? Whilst the Fair on the Hill Committee has
continued to work through uncertain times, it was decided that this year’s Fair on the Hill
would not go ahead, but after a two year break, we are looking forward to an amazing
celebration on Saturday 5th November 2022. Stay tuned to the newsletter for regular updates.

First Eucharist & Confirmation
With the easing of restrictions for gatherings it has reached a point where we can now welcome people back
to the church. Even though we can go ahead and celebrate Confirmation and First Eucharist, there are still
many guidelines we have to follow as to how the Sacrament is to be administered.
The restrictions in place are compulsory. The Chief Health Officer of Victoria has issued a lawful direction
as part of the current State of Emergency. This states that indoor Church Celebrations are allowed with a
ratio of one person per 4 square metre, who are double vaccinated. This means that our St. Justin’s Church
can have a maximum of 75 people.
This means students involved in the sacraments will be able to invite two other people who are double
vaccinated. For Confirmation, this means each candidate will be able to invite their sponsor and only 1
other person under the current restrictions. We understand that this will be very difficult for all families, and
we acknowledge that it has been a year filled with many challenges. However if regulations change prior to
the scheduled dates, we will happily notify you with the increase in numbers.
The new dates are as follows:
Confirmation: Thursday 25th November
 Year 6DW - 5:00pm Mass
 Year 6S - 7:00pm Mass
Year 5 First Eucharist: Saturday 4th December
 Year 5SS - 2:00pm Mass
 Year 5CI - 400pm Mass
Year 4 First Eucharist: Sunday 5th December
 Year 4L - 2:00pm Mass
 Year 4G - 400pm Mass
We are very grateful that the children will be able to celebrate the sacraments this year.
Leanne Snell (RE Leader)

Parish News
WEEKEND AND WEEKDAY MASSES
We are pleased to inform you that St Justin church is now open for Holy Mass.
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Call Parish Office for weekend masses booking: 9401 6335.
No booking required for weekdays masses.
Please note: You must be fully vaccinated to attend mass. You will be required to scan the QR code upon
entry to the church and have a vaccination certificate.
You will also be required to wear a mask and keep a distance of 1.5 metres.
Please arrive at least 10-15 minutes before the Mass time.
Sunday 8.30am mass is a nominated VACCINATION UNKNOWN mass.
See you soon and God bless! Fr Andrew
Out of Hours School Care - Before & After School Care
Outside of Hours Care continues to operate as it has throughout 2021. We encourage parents to make
contact with Camp Australia if you require this service for before and/or after school care. Please ensure
that you book in at least the week before.

School Sports Carnival
The Annual St Justin’s Sports Carnival will be held on FRIDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2019 at KNOX
ATHLETICS TRACK (BUNJIL WAY, KNOXFIELD).
The children are very excited and have been practising for this big event. They are very much looking
forward to it and can’t wait to compete for their house colours.
This is a compulsory school event and all children are expected to attend.
 This is being held during the day as a full day event.




Students are required to report to school by 8.45am
o Years 3-6 will be transported by bus to Knox track just after 9am.
o Years P-2 will be transported by bus to Knox track at approximately 10.30am
We ask that students are collected from the track between 3.10 - 3.30pm.

Teachers will remain with the students until they are collected.
An Information letter has been sent home which provides more detail about the event. Parent helpers will
also be required and will need to contact Mr Johnson if they wish to volunteer as a helper (please note that
all volunteers must have participated in the Volunteer Interview process here at St Justin’s – they will need
to check in on arrival). No parents are permitted on the track - only parent helpers. The students will be
supervised by our staff. Parents are able to watch the event from the grand stand. Thank you.
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Classroom Cuisine
Lunch orders are back! Order online via the website
www.classroomcuisine.com.au and see the amazing menu
that your child can choose from further along in this week’s
Newsletter.

Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Online
Surveys
Thank you to all the families who completed the online MACSSIS surveys in these last few weeks. Eighty
families were randomly selected from all families in our school to complete these. The closing date for these
was yesterday, 28th October. We greatly appreciate you taking the time to do these as the feedback they
provide will assist us in making decisions about our practices and procedures moving forward. This data
informs our four-year School Improvement Plan, which we then break down to an Annual Action Plan,
through which we set goals and targets in all areas of school life - Education in Faith, Student Wellbeing,
Learning and Teaching, Leadership and Management and School Community. The school leadership
team leads the work in these goals with staff, students and the parent community throughout the year. We
look forward to seeing this vital information.

Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to
change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding.

TERM FOUR
Monday 1st November
Tuesday 2nd November
Tuesday 9th November
Thursday 11th November
Thursday 18th November
Friday 19th November
Thursday 25th November
Thursday 25th November

Saturday 4th December
Sunday 5th December
Thursday 9th December
Wednesday 15th December
Friday 17th December

All Saints Day / School Closure – Report Writing day
All Souls Day / Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
School Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
School Sports Carnival
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Parent Information Evening –
‘Thrive Not Just Survive’ 7.30pm-9.00pm
Confirmation 6DW – 5.00pm Mass
Confirmation 6S – 7.00pm Mass
Confirmation 5SS – 2.00pm Mass
Confirmation 5CI – 4.00pm Mass
First Eucharist 4L – 2.00pm Mass
First Eucharist 4G – 4.00pm Mass
2022 Prep Orientation 9.00am-12.00pm
Final school day for students, 1pm finish
Final school day for staff
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Kitchen Garden
The year ones have resumed their kitchen garden program onsite and by all accounts they very much
enjoyed using the new digging tools to unearth the soil in the garden beds, and identify all the vegetables
that have really taken off whilst they have been at home.
This week in the kitchen the students made a Weetbix slice (recipe below) with a focus on investigating the
capacity of containers and units of measurement when following recipes. In the garden the focus was on
compost, and how our food scraps contribute towards refuelling the garden making it better not just for the
soil, but our environment by preventing the food from going into landfill. Some of the compost was dug into
the garden bed in preparation for planting in the coming weeks.

National Recycling Week
From Monday 8th November to Sunday 14th November we celebrate this important event on the
Sustainability calendar. Recycling is not just about paper or food scraps. It can also be about considering
how to reuse a product to avoid it going into landfill. At St Justin’s we have registered our school to
celebrate National Recycling Week by participating in activities from the Cool Australia website that
teaches students about recycling. We have an opportunity to win a $1,100 buddy bench made from recycled
plastics. We are also being creative by reusing the plastic bottle tops that we have been collecting all year
to create art work for our school. This is an ongoing project and we look forward to sharing pictures soon.
Planet Ark is a great website to visit to learn more about all things
recycling.

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
Stewards of our School
The year 4 students have prepared letters for the city of Monash to engage with the Bushland Crew - we are
eagerly awaiting their response and look forward to learning more about the land next door. This week the
students embarked on a project to inform students in our school how to care for a variety of different spaces.
Their brief was to consider how to creatively engage with students to provide information about appropriate
and respectful behaviour to care for the space. These spaces may include: the drinking taps, communal
sinks, playgrounds, chickens, back and front ovals, equipment, the sandpit, the vegetable garden and others.
Their information will be displayed along with an eye catching creation to gain attention. Stay tuned.
Chicken Holiday Care - HELP WANTED!!
Our chickens are certainly enjoying the noise of the students as school has returned. We have many
interested and eager students who enjoy taking care of the chickens, collecting the eggs, ensuring they have
water and food and are safely locked away at the end of the day. We are hoping this interest extends to
families willing to donate some time over the January school holidays to come up to school and spend a bit
of time caring for the chickens and watering the vege garden. If you think you would be able and willing to
provide this assistance it would be greatly appreciated. Please email me to express your interest
adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
If you have any questions regarding their care that may help you make your decision I am more than happy
to explain what is involved in their care.
Recipe:
Baked Weetbix Slice
Ingredients
 4 Weet-Bix crushed
 1 cup plain flour
 1/2 cup coconut
 1/2 cup sugar
 1 tbs cocoa
 70 g butter
 1/4 cup water
Icing



Icing sugar
milk

Method
1. Preheat oven to 180C (160C fan-forced). Melt butter and mix into crushed Weet-Bix.
2. Add remaining ingredients and stir to combine.
3. Line a square cake tin with baking paper. Press the Weet-Bix mixture into the base. Bake for 15
minutes.
4. To make icing, sift icing sugar into a bowl. Add milk gradually, stirring, until you have a smooth,
spreadable consistency. Pour icing over the slice in the tin. Spread to cover completely. Allow to set.
Slice.
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Guitar Tuition Returns
All Guitar Tuition resumes onsite at school from Wednesday November 10th, 2021. Contact Albert for
further details.

Please note that we have implemented a new system for distributing information from our First Aid Office.
All Medical Incidents and Medication Dispensing will be emailed during the day to parent/carers/guardians
to ensure that you receive the notes in a timely manner. Please ensure that your email address is up to date
in Operoo so that we can get this information to you in a timely manner.
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Lost Property
With the change of seasons, we sometimes need to
wear a jumper or jacket in the mornings.
By lunchtime, the children are warming up and
running around and this can often create a buildup of “lost” items that we would love to return to
the rightful owners.
We regularly find items that have not been
labelled, or are only labelled with a child’s name
who no longer attends St. Justin’s or has an
indecipherable name and in some cases no name
at all!
Please help us to find the correct home for your
children’s uniform by clearly labelling your
children’s clothing with their first and last name.
Thank you.

Ritchie’s IGA’s
Ritchie’s IGA have their Ritchie’s Card which incorporate the
Community Benefits Program, so we have the opportunity to
continue to earn some money for our school. It is very easy to sign
up and takes all of 2 minutes. Just download the app, complete
the registration, verify your email address and activate your
account. Then login and nominate St. Justin’s School Wheelers
Hill.
Every time you shop at any Ritchie’s IGA and scan your app we
will receive a % of your spend. For those that prefer you can
collect a card from your local IGA store. It all adds up and so far,
our school has received well over $6000 on the previous version
of this program. We know quite a few parents in our community
shop at Ritchie’s Rowville so please get on board and support our
school. Thank you!
You can download the Apps by
scanning the QR codes - or
search for Ritchie’s in the Apple
App Store or Google Play.
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Wheelers Hill Library Letter to the Community
Hello,
The Wheelers Hill Library (and other Monash Public Library branches) will be
reopening to the public on Wednesday 3 November from 10am. Our hours will be 10am to 6pm Monday to
Friday, and 9am to 4pm on Saturdays.
It is important to note that as per the Government requirements, students under 16 years must be
accompanied by a vaccinated adult (regardless of the child's vaccination status). Students 16 and over may
attend the library alone but are required to prove double vaccination (or hold a valid exception). This may
deny access to some of your students who would normally head to the library straight from school. This
requirement may change once we reach 90% vaccination.
All visitors to the library will be met by a concierge located outside in the library (Ferntree Gully Road
entrance) and are required to use the Services Victoria app/QR code and be double vaccinated (or show
proof of medical exemption). People not fully vaccinated or without a medical exception will not be able to
enter the library (Click & Collect services will still be available).
Density requirements on the number of simultaneous visitors to the library will be in place when we reopen.
Hopefully this information may be able to be communicated to your school community.
Kind regards,
Emily - Youth Librarian
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