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Dear Families and Friends,

Happy Father’s Day
Father’s Day Reflection
Fatherhood calls for many challenges and hardships, which every dad bears
with pride and happiness. Your dad has been your first friend who has always
been with you, no matter what. He is the one person who has given you
unconditional love and care, without asking for anything in return. When it
comes to the relationship you share with your father, there are absolutely no
strings attached. He may not show, but he is always there for you, with his
unwavering support and assistance.
How often do you take out time to whisper a silent prayer to God for the health and happiness of this special
person in your life? This Father's Day, take it as an opportunity to seek blessings for your father, with a
special prayer.
Father’s Day Prayer:
Loving God,
Bless all the fathers in the world, this Father’s Day.
Guide them to be good role models and loving to their children.
We thank you for the gift of our dads, and everything that they do for us.
Help them to have patience when we're difficult, wisdom when we can't see the
way, strength when we need comforting, and love at all times.
Help them to be a father like you are.
Amen.

Anxiety in your Child
Webinar by Dr. Justin Coulson
This important information is being offered to St Justin’s parents on
Wednesday 8th September, 7.30pm
Details later in this newsletter
Lockdown Continues
No doubt you are now aware that Victorian schools will continue remote learning for the remainder of this
term. Not the news any of us wanted to hear, however we will move forward and as a community we will
support our children’s learning as best we can.
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Year 3/4 families were officially notified this week that the Year 3/4 camp to Camp Toolangi, scheduled for
9-10 September, would not be going ahead. We understand the disappointment the children must be feeling,
especially given how close it is. Whilst this has been something we’ve been expecting, this is now official and
we’ve made contact with Camp Toolangi to formalise it. The Year 3/4 staff, however, have some very
exciting alternative plans in place and, whilst it won’t be the same as camp, we are sure the children will
greatly enjoy what is in store for them over the two days.
Again, we wish to extend our gratitude to you all as families for the amazing support you continue to show
your children whilst they are continuing their learning at home. As our children continue to face challenging
times, we can see the commitment you have given them in assisting their learning and reaching out for
support to their teachers and the staff in general as you need. We encourage you to continue these efforts
and to please keep reaching out as you need.
One thing we are noticing is that our children are finding it increasingly difficult to engage for long periods
through the online platform, even sometimes having “meltdowns” about their school work. Longer periods
of time in front of the computer can certainly create fatigue, as many adults are aware through our own
employment expectations. Often it is more beneficial for students to learn in “bursts”, taking breaks in
between learning sessions, playing short games, eating healthy foods, drinking lots of water and getting
exercise. The length of learning bursts will obviously depend on the age of children, but this also varies
between children even of the same age. At this stage of the term, you may be finding the rest times may need
to be a little longer, but don’t be afraid to guide children back to their learning when you know they are
capable. This builds stamina and resilience in learning which is just as important in the overall picture.
Children are guided by their parents’ expectations and need the boundaries you place around them. Also
don’t be afraid to have the occasional rest day as some families have indicated they have taken in this past
week. We can see that things are becoming more challenging and will try as much as we can to put in place
activities to mitigate some of the issues in these last two weeks of Term 3.
The attached article here provides some useful tips you can consider to encourage and motivate learning in
different ways: Education Corner.
Something to keep in mind as the term draws to a close is that the learning that happens outside a classroom
can be just as beneficial. When children engage in everyday activities the learning is very real and
sometimes more memorable. These activities give children an opportunity to apply some of the learning from
classrooms and also make sense of watching their significant adults’ problem solve daily tasks.
Some of these tasks include:
 cooking
 gardening
 designing bedroom / living room spaces
 helping with family budgets
 purchasing new items for the home
 tinkering with electronics
 bug catching
 photography and filming
 puzzles
 creating and making with paper, wood, plastics, whatever you have at home
These are just a few of many tasks children can engage in for learning.
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Most important of all is for children to read!! Reading offers our
children endless learning possibilities – develops language, develops
sentence structure, improves spelling and vocabulary, broadens
horizons, develops imaginations and so much more. With the range of
online texts available to us in the home now, hopefully we can never
run out of things to read. When learning online becomes a challenge,
always consider your children reading, listening to stories, creating
stories as ways that they will be learning.

Wellbeing Day
The feedback about last week’s wellbeing day has been overwhelmingly positive, from both students and
parents and due to the extension of lockdown, we are looking at holding another day such as this before the
end of the term. Stay tuned for details.

My Feelings are a Hurricane Storybook
Have you taken the opportunity to read this book with your child in the last
two weeks? This is one of the Wellbeing tasks that was set for all students
across the school to read and complete a task about noticing and
acknowledging their emotions. If you haven’t yet seen / read it, take some
time in the next few weeks to do so and talk to your child about what they
have gained from it. Well worth the time!

Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews
Parent / Teacher / Student interviews will be held over two nights on
the following dates:
Tuesday 12th October, 3.45-5pm
Thursday 14th October, 2.00-8.00pm
These interviews have been set for 15 minutes each and this time we
invite the students to share with you a little about their learning for
the first 5 minutes, particularly during the Home Learning
Program. This will be guided by the class teacher and you will also
be invited to join in. The remaining 10 minutes of the interview will
be for you to discuss your child’s progress with the teacher.
Children may be asked to stay in the meeting or you may require time with the teacher alone.
Again we will use the online booking system www.schoolinterviews.com.au to make the booking and the
platform of Whereby for the actual meeting. Further booking details will be made available before the end
of this term.

NAPLAN 2021
In May of this year our Year 3 and Year 5 students completed NAPLAN testing and individual student results
have arrived at our school this week. We are currently in the process of posting these to families. Please
ensure you have indicated to the office if you have changed your address recently. An electronic copy of
frequently asked questions about the individual student reports is available on the VCAA website https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au

Return to Term 4
We are all looking forward to returning at some stage in Term 4, hopefully from the very first day! Now is
the time to be getting your Summer uniform ready. Summer uniform includes your hat so we encourage you
to please try and locate it now while you have time, launder it, and have it ready to go for next term.
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Absences – Follow Up Phone Calls
Recording Attendance
As per each lockdown period, we are required to take daily attendance. This will be recorded via your child’s
engagement in the following ways:
 Students attending Google Meets (whole class or focus groups).
 Students uploading, adding photos of submitting any tasks via Seesaw or Google Classroom
Can you please ensure your child engages in one of the above activities before 1:00pm so that teachers can
mark the roll? If a student cannot be accounted for before 1:00pm, the office will make a courtesy call, just
to make sure everything is okay.
Non-attendance (illness etc.) should be made through the Skoolbag App, email or call to the office 9561 7644
as soon as you are aware your child will not be able to participate for that day.

Onsite supervision
Please note that with the announced tightening of restrictions for the next few
weeks, we now require parents who require onsite supervision to:
 Complete an “On-site attendance form”. This will be emailed to you
after I receive an initial request.
 Provide copies of your “Authorised Worker Permit.”
Based on advice from the Victorian Chief Health Officer, schools in metropolitan
Melbourne will continue with remote and flexible learning except for students in
the following categories:
 Category A
o Children where both parents and or carers are considered
authorised workers who cannot work from home, work for an
essential provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be made:
 Where there are two parents/carers, both must be essential workers, working outside
the home in order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision.
 For single parents/carers, the essential worker must be working outside the home in
order for their children to be eligible for on-site provision.
 Category B
o Children experiencing vulnerability, including:
 in out-of-home care
 deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service,
and assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home
 identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral
from a government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or
youth justice service or mental health or other health service)
Parents who fall into this category must register their child for the required days of schooling through the
provided form. Please note: you need to complete this process weekly to ensure adequate staffing onsite.
Students’ enrolled onsite will meet outside the Wheeler Wing from 8.40am and will be supervised until
3.30pm. Should you finish work before 3.30pm and be home, please collect your child earlier and they can
complete the day’s learning tasks from home if need be.

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to
change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding.
TERM THREE
Sunday 5th September
Thurs 9th Sept – Fri 10th Sept
Tuesday 14th September
Thursday 16th September
Friday 17th September
TERM FOUR
Monday 4th October
Tuesday 12th October
Thursday 14th October
Thursday 21st October
Saturday 30th October
Monday 1st November
Tuesday 2nd November
Thursday 11th November
Thursday 18th November
Thursday 25th November
Thursday 25th November
Thursday 9th December
Wednesday 15th December
Friday 17th December

Fathers’ Day
Year 3/4 Camp – cancelled; alternatives being planned
Parents and Friends Meeting
Book Week Celebration
School Colour Run - postponed
End of Term 3
Term Four Commences
Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews, 3.45-5pm
Parent / Teacher / Student Interviews, 2-8.00pm
2022 Prep Parent Information Evening 7.30pm-9.30pm
Working Bee
All Saints Day / School Closure – Report Writing day
All Souls Day / Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Parent Information Evening –
‘Thrive Not Just Survive’ 7.30pm-9.00pm
2022 Prep Orientation 9.00am-12.00pm
Final school day for students, 1pm finish
Final school day for staff
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RU Ok? Day

There are only 14 days left in the Premier's Reading Challenge. What a great way to spend the days in
lockdown by reading a good book!
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Students have finished reading 2206 books. I'm going to make a prediction and say that St Justin's students
will have read 2400 by the time the challenge is over. Come on everyone, pick up a book and READ!!
Congratulations to these students who have finished the challenge in the past week:
Kosta: 3WM
Andrew: 2D
Lilyan: PJ

Book Week 2021

Old Worlds, New
Worlds, Other
Worlds
Rescheduled to

RESCHEDULED

Term 4

Medical Forms
Any student that has been diagnosed with a medical condition, we ask that
you share this information with us via keeping Operoo up to date and
notifying your child’s teacher at the commencment of the year, or if their
situation changes throughout the course of the year.
There are a number of forms that we may ask you to have completed by
your child’s medical practitioner and these forms are available on the St
Justin’s PS Website for downloading to have the practitioner complete it.
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Here’s a quick overview of the forms:
1. ASCIA Allergic Reaction Form – this form is used for allergies that are NOT anaphylactic or lifethreatening. E.g. Grass/Pollens. Dog/Cat Hair, Food Allergies
2. ASCIA Anaphylaxis Action Plan – this is for Students who have been diagnosed as being at risk of
Anaphylaxis
3. Asthma Care Plan for Schools – this is for students who have been diagnosed with asthma, whether it
be seasonal, or all year round
4. Epilepsy Action Plan – this is for students diagnosed with Epilepsy
5. Medication Authority Form – this form is used when a student needs to hold any medication onsite at
school including all Anaphylaxis, Allergies, Asthma, Diabetes & Epilepsy medications
6. Medical Advice Form – this form is used to detail a Medical Condition that is not covered by Asthma,
Anaphylaxis, Epilepsy, or general Allergens but which the teacher/First Aid staff need to know about
as it may mean adjustments are made as to how the student is treated from a medical perspective. E.g.
phobias, blood disorders, ASD etc.
It is important to note the following:






All forms should have your child’s full name written on them
All forms must be completed by a medical practitioner & have their stamp on the form
The forms MUST have a recent head & shoulders photo of your child attached to the form in the
relevant area
Any medications that are being provided/prescribed for your child that will be stored onsite must be
detailed on the form, with the dosage and frequency and also have a Medication Authority Form
completed by your child’s medical practitioner.
Emergency Contact Details MUST be provided where it is asked for on the form

For audit purposes we are required to keep the original copy of the completed form (as photocopies of the
forms degrade the picture and handwriting quality the more times they are copied), but we do always provide
you with a copy of the form for your records. If your child attends multiple locations that require this
information we suggest that you provide the medical practitioner with multiple copies for them to complete at
the time of your appointment with the practitioner.

Job Opportunity
Are you interested in work during the upcoming school holidays?
Do you love working with Primary School aged kids and want to have FUN?
We specialise in individually tailored Holiday Programs, and we have some exciting
Casual positions available.
You will be helping us to provide amazing fun-filled days that enrich the lives of
children.
If you are Education, Social Work or Education Support trained, or currently studying, and love to create
awesome experiences for children, come and join us!
To APPLY, please follow this link: https://teamkids.com.au/available-positions/
Any questions?
Don’t hesitate to contact our recruitment team at recruitment@teamkids.com.au, or call 1300 035 000 ext. 2
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