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Dear Family and Friends, 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 

The rose candle will be lit this Sunday, (Gaudete Sunday,) when Father Andrew will 

also wear rose vestments at Mass. It symbolises a day of rejoicing because the 

faithful have arrived at the midpoint of Advent and anticipate Christmas. 
 

This Sunday’s Scripture reminds us that God has not held back one thing in His love for us. By becoming 

one with us in our flesh, God has done everything He can to assure us of His saving love. He has shown 

us how to live lives of sacrifice, justice and love to transform our world. 
 

In the Gospel, the disciples want to know what they can do to earn God's love. Through prayer, we know 

we can communicate our needs, confident that God has heard our words and so sent love itself in Jesus 

Christ. 

 

Thank you 
It is hard to believe that another year is almost over – actually, I’m not sure this year even began with first 

the bushfires and then the pandemic. Again, a “big thank you” to all our students, parents and carers for 

your continued resilience and support throughout this year. It has been easy with off site, onsite learning, 

but through our collective efforts, our students have continued on their learning journey.  
 

It certainly feels great to be part of St Justin’s community, made easier by a number of people. A huge 

thank you to Fr Andrew and all the staff at St Justin’s – they are committed professionals who aim to 

provide the very best in education. It is these people who help our students grow, leading by example, 

pushing with encouragement or walking beside with support. I thank them for the care, guidance and 

support that they give to each and every student. I also thank the Parish Education Board, the Parents and 

Friends Committee, the Maintenance and Development Committee and the various sub committees for the 

amazing work they do in helping to support such a wonderful community. Whilst we may not have had the 

opportunities to be as involved in the school as much as we would have liked, your dedication, enthusiasm 

and encouragement is appreciated by all. 
 

Thank you also to the families leaving our school, some after a very long and happy association with St 

Justin’s Primary School. We wish them well and thank them for their contributions. Remember, you are 

still a valued member of the St Justin’s Parish and the door is always open. 
 

Thanks everyone for your prayers and encouragement throughout the year. St Justin’s is certainly more 

than buildings, curriculum, meetings, fundraising and working bees. It is a community rich in love, support 

and a genuine concern for others.  
 

We wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and a safe summer holiday. 

mailto:principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Step Up 
Next Tuesday, 15th December, between 10-11am, all out students will be involved in our Annual Step Up. 

This gives all students an opportunity to meet with their teacher for the following year, get to know who 

their classmates will be and know their room for the new year. As educators we understand the need for 

pastoral activities such as these in transition, to help students prepare for change. As always, we have 

laboured over the decisions about teachers, classes and friends and have taken a professional and 

pastoral approach in this process. As parents, you can certainly facilitate a positive experience by 

speaking about it positively, using growth mindset language and focusing on what students can look 

forward to when change occurs. Thank you for your support of this process. 

 

End of Year break up 
School will conclude for 2020 on Wednesday December 16th at 1.00pm. A staggered pick up will apply 

with a slight modification to the times: 

 1:00 pm pick (usually 3:15pm) 

 1:05pm pick up (usually 3:20pm) 

 1:10pm pick up (usually 3:25pm) 

 1:15pm pick up (usually 3:30pm) 

Staff will join students at the various pick up points. 

 

We wish you and your families a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.   

 

Start of the 2021 School Year                                                                                           

Next year staff will officially commence school on Wednesday 27th January. Again, we will again use the 

first two student days (Thursday 28th January 2021 and Friday 29th January 2021) of the school year for 

each student to have a 30-minute one-on-one session with their teacher. Not only does it allow classroom 

teachers to undertake various individual assessments with each student, but also provides an opportunity 

for each child to “check in” with his or her teacher before the school year begins, becoming more 

familiar with the classroom and the teacher. 

Families will be notified in due course how to make a booking, so stay tuned for this information. 

Minor Works 

Over the holidays, we hope to complete some minor works around the school. Apart from a thorough 

clean from top to bottom,  

 A new sliding electronic gate will be installed at the front of the driveway. Works will commence 

before Christmas and should be completed before school commences. Please note that on Monday 

21st December – Wednesday 23rd December, there will be no vehicle access to the school grounds. 

 The library will undergo a makeover with new lights, carpet, paint and pin boards. Works will 

commence on Monday 21st and should be completed by mid-January. 
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Year 6 Graduation Celebrations 2020 

This year, with Covid restrictions, the end of the year celebration will look a little different for our Year 6 

students, although certainly no less special. 

 

On Monday December 14th 2020, Year 6 will have a fun day at school. A number of activities have been 

orgainsed including inflatable activities, a picnic lunch and a colour run/walk around the school with all 

students forming a guard of honour and teachers administering a “splash of colour”. The back oval will 

be restricted to Year 6 on this day. 

 

On Tuesday 15th December 2020 commencing at 6:00pm we will conduct our Graduation Mass. Again, due 

to restrictions, our Mass will be held outside on the basketball/netball courts. Whilst it is outside, I’m sure 

we will still maintain the same respect and reverence we would as if the Mass was in the Church. AS it is a 

Mass, the same guidelines apply – registration on arrival, social distancing, capped numbers, masks to be 

carried/worn, etc. Guest are reminded that there is no parking on the parish grounds, register on arrival 

(please arrive early), bring your own chair and maintain a respectful environment.  

 

Following our Graduation Mass, student will then make their way to the back oval for a “Movie Under the 

Stars” where the will enjoy dinner and a movie and the big screen. 

 

We are really looking forward to our graduation ceremonies and thank everyone who has helped make 

these events happen – not easy in an ever-changing environment. 

 

Charity Day Event  
 

Today was a fantastic opportunity for our students to learn about some of the wonderful charities that are 

doing good work in our communities.  Thank you to our students for their very generous donations for the 

seven different charities that were highlighted, and a big congratulations to Sienna and Madeline for 

their efforts in planning, coordinating and delivering the activities to the classrooms along with collecting 

the donations in the relevant year levels.  
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Five tips for parents to manage their child’s screen time during the school holidays 

It’s school holiday time and parents are now faced with the task of keeping their kids entertained during 

the break while at the same time managing their screen time. 

 

Dr Joanne Orlando, a leading expert when it comes to children and technology, says parents have lots of 

options over the summer holidays that will keep the kids happy, active and creative. 

 

She has come up with some great strategies to keep the kids happy without spending endless hours on 

devices. Here are Dr Jo’s Top 5 tips for managing screen time over the holidays: 

1. Encourage your child to use their device creatively over the summer holidays. Instead of watching 

endless hours of YouTube, set them up with a technology holiday project. They could spend the 

day making a video of the family, or they could script and act out a playscene with their toys 

where their toys become the stars of the video. 

2. For working parents, juggling work with school holidays, devices can seem like the only option of 

keeping kids quiet while you work. Repeatedly doing this however can lead to unhealthy hours 

spent on devices and in the long term kids wanting even more screentime. Aim to use a range of 

strategies to keep kids busy. 

3. Get your child to play with others when they are on their device, including you. Playing a good 

quality game together is a great way to develop their language and social skills and their problem 

solving skills. 

4. Create new habits for waking up that don’t involve going straight to their device. For example, 

encourage kids to play with the dog first thing in the morning, or they could start the day drawing 

a ‘picture of the day’ to put on the fridge. 

5. Get your kids to write e-books about their holiday activities. This involves writing the story, 

creating photos, video or animations on their device to add to their writing.   This is a great, 

creative holiday activity. 

 

Apple has a number of features that can help parents and the whole family. Screen Time, a new feature of 

iOS 12, can provide a snapshot of how much time you spend on your devices. It also breaks it down into 

use of particular apps and websites. From here it’s easy to set limits in terms of time and content as well 

as creating exceptions for specific apps like messages or educational apps. 

 

Family Sharing is also helpful for managing content. When a child wants to download an app or make an 

in-app purchase, they need to be approved by mum or dad. This also allows the family to share the 

movies, TV shows, music and books that have already been downloaded. 

 

More tips that are useful can be found on the Inform and Empower Cyber Safety Education website 

https://www.informandempower.com.au/about an interesting read is an article by Carley McGauran 

titled Green Time vs Screen Time https://www.informandempower.com.au/post/green-time-vs-screen-time 

 

 
 

It’s worth taking the time to explore how we can keep our students safe in an online world, especially as 

we move into holidays and the use of devices can become used more greatly during this time. 

 

https://www.informandempower.com.au/about
https://www.informandempower.com.au/post/green-time-vs-screen-time
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SCHOOL FEES 2021 
St Justin’s Primary School, as a Catholic school, receives funding from both the Commonwealth and State 

Governments, however this funding does not cover the total expenses of the school.  Catholic schools are 

required to cover the shortfall between total expenses and income received through various fees and 

charges. 
 

School and capital fees together with Commonwealth and State Government grants pay the operational 

costs of the school.  These include such things as salaries, building, ground and equipment maintenance, 

insurances, capital expenditure, computer equipment, power and water rates, heating/cooling, phone and 

administration costs, loans etc. 
 

Levies pay for student educational costs such as stationery needs, curriculum/resource materials, 

photocopying, library books, excursions and incursions, sacramental programs etc. 
 

The School fees are reviewed annually and after careful consideration and consultation with the School 

Accountant and the Parish Education Board, it was agreed that the family fees remain the same as last 

year. There have been minor increases in some of the levies as the programs that the children will be 

involved in next year have increased slightly.  The fees are set out below.  A statement will be issued at the 

commencement of next year and families have a variety of options in how they can pay their fees.  
 

Should you have any concerns regarding your fees, please do not hesitate to speak to the Principal. Those 

with a Health Care Card should also speak to the Principal as discounts may apply. 
 

FAMILY FEE – per family 

Tuition Fee – family with one child      $1824 

Tuition Fee – family with two or more children    $2418 

Building Fee         $225 

Maintenance Fee (refundable by attending 2 working bees during year) $100 
 

STUDENT LEVY – per student 

Curriculum Levy (includes stationery)     $275 
 

Excursion Levy – Prep to Year 5      $70 

Excursion Levy – Year 6       $100 
 

Technology eLearning Levy – Prep to Year 2    $54 

Technology eLearning Levy - Year 3 (incl. Chromebook 4 years)  $215 

Technology eLearning Levy – Year 4 (incl. Chromebook 3 years)   $248 

Technology eLearning Levy – Years 5 & 6 (incl. Chromebook)  $234 
 

Sport Levy – Year 5        $50 

Sport Levy – Year 6        $50 
 

Swimming Levy – Prep to Year 4      $130 
 

Year 6 Camp         $300 

Year 5 Camp         $280 

Years 3 & 4 Camp        $156 

 

Outstanding School Fees 
As the school’s financial year draws to a close, all fees owing need to be paid by Monday December 

14th.  If you are having difficulties in paying any outstanding fees, please speak with either myself or 

Fr Andrew next week regarding alternative arrangements. 
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TERM FOUR 

Monday 14th December Year 6 Graduation Fun Day 

Tuesday 15th December Year 6 Graduation Mass 

Wednesday 16th December End of Term/Year finish 1.00pm (staggered pick up) 

 

Early 2021 Dates 
Tuesday 27th January Staff commence school 

Wednesday 28th January St Justin’s Student Assessment Day 

Thursday 29th January St Justin’s Student Assessment Day 

Monday 1st February Students Return Prep-Year 6 

Tuesday 2nd February Prep Family BBQ 5.00 – 7.00pm 

Wednesday 3rd February No preps at school 

Thursday 4th February CyberSafety Information Night 

Friday 5th February Camp Information Meeting – 8:00am 

 Beginning of the School Year Mass 9.15am 

Wednesday 10th February No Preps at school 

  Year 5/6 School Camp  

Thursday 11th February Year 3 Reconciliation Parent/Child Workshop 

  Year 5/6 School Camp 

Friday 12th February Year 5/6 School Camp 

Tuesday 16th February Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 17th February Ash Wednesday 

 No Preps at school 

Wednesday 18th February Parent / Teacher Online Sessions 

     P & F Hot Dog Day 

Tuesday 23rd February  Fair on the Hill Meeting (7.00pm) 

Wednesday 24th February  No Preps at School 

Thursday 25th February  Yr 5 Nazareth College Taster Day 

     P – 6 Literacy Parent Helpers Course 

Tuesday 2nd March   PEB Meeting (7.30pm) 

     Division Swimming 

Wednesday 3rd March   No Preps at school 

Monday 8th March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March   P & F Meeting 

     District Swimming 

Wednesday 10th March  No Preps at school 

Thursday 11th March   P & F Pizza Day 

Sat 13th March Working Bee  

Wednesday 17th March St Patricks Day 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

NETBALL NEWS 
AUTUMN 2021 Saturday comp Netball Registrations are being taken for next 

year, all age groups 8 years and over! 

Games are held at Waverley NETBALL Centre, Cnr Jells & Waverley Rds, Glen 

Waverley each Saturday . 

 

Gather your friends and get in quick to obtain a spot. 

Season commences week of 1st February 2021. 

 

For more information, please contact Marg Barnes St Justin's NETBALL CLUB 

President e:margtbarnes@bigpond.com  

 

 
 

Operoo is the new name for CareMonkey, so we will gradually start removing the name CareMonkey 

from all of our literature to help you adjust to the new name! 

Changing times are upon us again - students and teachers alike are preparing for the end of the year and 

thinking about the new adventures 2021 will bring. For many this is an exciting time, but for others the 

idea of changing classes, meeting new teachers and classmates or moving onto secondary school can be 

very daunting. 

When students change class or move onto secondary schooling, they must adjust to new surroundings, 

become familiar with new teachers and peers, learn new ways of working, and make sense of the rules 

and routines that operate in their classes. While students are navigating the formal school environment, 

they are also adjusting to the social changes that are occurring around them.  

Students' response to these changes are largely dependent on their personal coping skills. Developing 

and practicing a Growth Mindset will set students up for a positive transition not only for school but for 

change in their future also.  

 

 

 

 

mailto:e%3Amargtbarnes@bigpond.com
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Those with a growth 

mindset thrive on 

challenges and see 

failures as 

opportunities for 

growth and 

development. 

Through hard work, 

abilities and 

intelligence can be 

developed. This 

mindset can be 

applied when 

approaching a 

transition period in 

your life also - 

transitions are 

challenges, meet that 

challenge head on 

with a positive outlook and a belief that you can succeed and chances are you will. If you don’t, a growth 

mindset allows you to see that failure is a chance for growth.   

Encourage your children to see the positives in their new class - they may not be with all their friends but 

this is a great opportunity to develop new friendships. Maybe they didn’t get the teacher they wanted - 

what a great chance to work with someone new and develop important skills such as communication, 

collaboration and 

resilience.  

We hope transition is 

a positive experience 

for all of our 

students, it is an 

exciting time for all 

of us, especially after 

the turmoil of 2020. 
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Kitchen Garden Program 

Our final week for the Prep students and thankfully we had a lovely mild day. Our focus was on 

completing our special potted sunflower project and making Christmas craft using natural materials. The 

students learnt about materials and their properties and how some materials can be recycled or reused. 

They observed up close how the compost system works by breaking down the materials of a variety of 

items including food scraps, leaves, paper, cardboard, and garden waste. The students were led to 

discover how we can repurpose materials and try to avoid items going to landfill. The twig Christmas 

trees were one example of using natural materials for art and craft.  

 

We certainly have missed being able to use our outdoor kitchen for cooking and we really look forward to 

some normality again next year. In the meantime there is a recipe for carrot and sunflower seed muffins 

attached for you to try at home. 

 

Marine Ambassador Role 2021 

The Year 4 students were invited to apply for the role of Marine Ambassador for 2021. The students 

completed a form expressing their interest in the role and explaining why they would want to be a Marine 

Ambassador and what interests them about the environment. The next step of the process was for some of 

these students to be interviewed by Mr Torpey and Mrs Deegan to further express their interest. We were 

quite blown away by the articulate and thoughtful responses of the students and their passion for the 

environment. In collaboration with the Year 4 teachers and other staff members, we will share with you 

the successful applicants in the next few days. 

 

Holidays 

We look forward to 2021 with excitement and passion to continue to focus on sustainable practices and 

learning more about growing our own food. Please whilst you are on holidays, seize opportunities to 
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remind your children about how to care for the environment you are using by collecting your rubbish and 

respecting living things. The environment is there for us all to enjoy so find the joy in the simple and 

natural world. It gave us so much pleasure in an otherwise uncomfortable year.  

 

Carrot and Sunflower Seed Muffins 

0:15 Prep     0:20 Cook      12 Servings 

  

INGREDIENTS 
 3 eggs 

 1 x 140g container apple fruit puree 

 125ml (1/2 cup) reduced-fat milk or light soy milk 

 70g (1/3 cup) brown sugar 

 1 tablespoon light olive oil 

 155g (1 1/4 cups, firmly packed) finely shredded carrot  

 2 tablespoons sunflower seed kernels 

 1 teaspoon finely grated lemon rind 

 265g (1 3/4 cups) gluten-free all-purpose flour 

 3 1/2 teaspoons gluten-free baking powder 

 1/2 teaspoon mixed spice 

 1 1/2 tablespoons sunflower seed kernels, extra 

LEMON ICING 
 150g (1 cup) pure icing sugar 

 2 teaspoons finely grated lemon rind 

 1 teaspoon melted butter 

 1-2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice 

METHOD 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C. Line twelve 80ml (1/3 cup) capacity muffin pans with paper cases. Whisk together the 
eggs, apple puree, milk, sugar and oil in a large bowl until well combined. Stir in the carrot, sunflower seeds 
and lemon rind. 

 
2. Sift the flour mix, baking powder and mixed spice into the carrot mixture. Use a large metal spoon to fold 
until well combined. Spoon batter evenly among prepared pans. 

 
3. Bake in preheated oven for 18-20 minutes or until a skewer inserted into the centres comes out clean. 
Remove from oven. Turn muffins onto a wire rack and set aside to cool completely. 

 
4. Meanwhile, to make the lemon icing, sift icing sugar into a bowl. Add the lemon rind and melted butter. Stir 
in the lemon juice until a smooth paste forms. Drizzle the muffins with icing and sprinkle with the extra sunflower 
seeds. Set aside for 15 minutes to set. 
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And that’s a wrap… 

Not quite the end of 2020 just yet, but that’s it from the P&F for the year.  We may not have been able to 

achieve all that we were wanting when we started planning things out back in Feb, but an amazing group 

of people still kept coming together to do what could be done.  So thank you to all who joined in, in whatever 

way it was, either for our P&F zoom meetings, or logging kms for our “Walk Around Australia”, ordering 

in our hot lunch events (way back in Term 1) or by supporting some of our community business’s.   

 

The end of the year is also when we say goodbye to some families who have supported the school over 

their time and I wanted to thank those who are leaving for all the years of supporting our community.  We 

wish you all the best in this next big step and hope you still stay come to our Fair On The Hill when it 

comes around Nov 2021. 

 

Also a big thanks to the lovely ladies in the office, Anne-Maree and Donna, who do such a great job 

supporting all the things that the P&F do, it wouldn’t happen without you. 

 

So that’s it.  Wishing you and yours a safe and Merry Christmas and all the best for the coming year.   

 

Cheers 

Sharon Caruana 

Chairperson – P&F 
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Skoolbag App 
We are aware that Skoolbag have made some changes 

across the school holidays.   

 

To ensure that you have the most up to date version we ask 

that you delete and re-add your Skoolbag APP to ensure 

that you are getting all of the latest information & 

notifications from us via your phone. 

 

 

 

 

 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 
 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

Don’t miss your chance to be part of Mazenod Football Club in Season 2021. 
 

With COVID restriction easing throughout the state, 2021 could well be the most highly anticipated and 

participated season in history!  We expect interest in the return of community football to be at 

unprecedented levels.  Now is the time to book your place for next season to avoid missing out.   

 

The only way to guarantee a place is to register now, visit 
trybooking.com/BNBGI 

http://www.trybooking.com/BNBGI
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