St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 25th February 2022

Bulletin No 4
Dear Families and Friends,
This Sunday our Gospel comes from Luke 6:39-45.

Jesus told a parable to his disciples, ‘Can one blind man guide another? Surely both will fall into a
pit? The disciple is not superior to his teacher; the fully trained disciple will always be like his
teacher. Why do you observe the splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your
own? How can you say to your brother, “Brother, let me take out the splinter that is in your eye,”
when you cannot see the plank in your own? Hypocrite! Take the plank out of your own eye first,
and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter that is in your brother’s eye.
‘There is no sound tree that produces rotten
fruit, nor again a rotten tree that produces
sound fruit. For every tree can be told by its
own fruit: people do not pick figs from thorns,
nor gather grapes from brambles. A good man
draws what is good from the store of goodness
in his heart; a bad man draws what is bad
from the store of badness. For a man’s words
flow out of what fills his heart.’
Sunday’s gospel is made up of three separate teachings of Jesus that have been put together by the gospel
writer to convey a particular message. When taken together, the three teachings all shed light on the way
believers influence one another in community. It is a call to witness to one another through actions as well
as words. Before we seek to teach another we must ensure we have adequately learned the lesson
ourselves. We must be self-appraising before we critique another. Finally, our actions towards one another
are a reflection of our intentions; good actions come from goodness of the heart.

Parents and Friends Meeting
Our first Parents and Friends Meeting will be held on
Tuesday 1st March 2022, commencing at 7:00pm. At this
stage, we are planning to conduct the meeting in the
staffroom. We look forward to welcoming anyone who
would like to come, to help coordinate events and
activities that help create this wonderful community. We
usually meet for an hour, followed by a light supper.
Everyone welcome.
We still require a few volunteers to fill some positions. If you have any questions, please email Andrea at
pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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STEAM
Last week we did the S (Science) in STEAM.
We learnt about oil spills and how they affect the ocean/marine life. We had an activity how to separate the
oil from the water. We also had a feather dipped in oil and we had to clean the oil off the feather with the
equipment we had. We had 6 minutes to complete the activity and 4 minutes to plan. It was quite difficult
but we managed to complete it.

Altar Servers
This week an invitation went home inviting students in Years 3 – 6
to be an Altar Server for 2022. Being an Altar Server is a great
way to support Fr Andrew and our Parish Community. If anyone
is interested, please complete the form sent home this week or
contact the Parish or School Office.

2022 LENTEN SCHEDULE
 ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES: 9.15am and 7.00pm
 STATIONS OF THE CROSS:
 Fridays – 7.00pm followed by Mass (7.30pm)
 WEEKDAYS MASSES: Tuesday to Saturday – 9.15am
 WEEKEND MASSES:
o Saturdays – 6.00pm (vigil)
o Sundays – 8.30.am, 10.30am and 5.00pm
 LENTEN PARISH RECONCILIATION: Wednesday, 6th April – 7.00pm
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Companion Dog - Welcome Bear
We are delighted to introduce to you a very special “staff member”, who will be joining us this year! Bear
is a 5 year old black Labrador x Retriever who has been trained as a school ‘companion dog’. Bear
belongs to Mrs Stewart. Bear will be involved in many aspects of school life from visits to classrooms and
attendance at assemblies from time to time. Bear will always be on a lead and will be mainly seen around
and involved with the senior level.
Companion Dogs Enrich the Classroom Experience:
 Even children with no exposure to animals or nature in their home environment can see, feel, touch
and make connections to the wide world of animals.
 Companion dogs help students feel more connected and engaged in their learning environment
especially after the past 2 years of COVID lockdowns.
 Observing and caring for an animal instills a sense of responsibility and respect for life.
 A dog brings increased sensitivity and awareness of the feelings and needs of others—both animals
and humans.
 Children learn that all living things need more than just food and water for survival.
 Studies show that the presence of animals tends to lessen tension and anxiety.
It is very important that Bear is not fed by anyone, because as we know dog’s love food!!
We look forward to welcoming Bear into our school community. He has already been to visit the Year 6s
and seems very happy to part of our community.
If you have any concerns regarding your child and Bear, please contact me directly
ptorpey@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Perceptual Motor Program (PMP)
This week our Preps began their Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) in PE with Mr Johnson. This program
aims to develop children’s balance, fitness, hand-eye coordination, motor skills and understanding of
concepts (eg. on, in, through, under). The sessions were full of big smiles and enthusiasm and we are all
looking forward to continuing through the program in the coming weeks. Thanks to our volunteer helpers.
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On Wednesday, our Running Club commenced. This club is a completely voluntary activity, supervised by Mr Clint
Johnson and other members of staff. The aims of the club is:
● to aid in preparation for events such as Interschool Sport, District Athletics, the School Sports Athletic
Carnival and the District Cross Country Championships,
● to promote healthy living and fitness through physical activity, and
● to build student self-esteem and confidence
The Running Club is for students in Years 3-6 - if participating student have a sibling in Year 2 who would like to
join, that is more than fine. Unfortunately any students younger than that makes things a little unsafe and will not be
able to register this year.
The Running Club will continue to meet on Wednesday mornings from 7:50am – 8:30am. Some students will have
PE the same day as Running Club but are encouraged to bring a spare school polo top to get changed into before
school begins. Those who don’t have PE on Wednesday can remain in their PE uniform for the day but as well are
encouraged to bring a spare polo top.
As per last year, students can be dropped off at the front gate where a member of staff will be waiting on the front
oval. Please ensure you drop off outside the school grounds and avoid parking across the school driveway. Students
will then proceed to the back oval with the members of staff just before 8am. Please arrive no earlier than 7.50am as
there is no one to supervise students before then.
Sometimes you may be unsure whether
to go to school when the weather is
threatening or drizzling. On days when
it is looking like we could have
guaranteed poor weather, I will make
the call Tuesday evening and will send
out a notification through our Skoolbag
account. Please check first thing
Wednesday morning! It is advisable to
delete and re-upload Skoolbag so that
you have the most updated version and
please ensure notifications are on!
Whilst Running Club is aimed to be a fun, exciting and high energy experience it is expected that students take this
extracurricular activity seriously and as a way to help them improve their general fitness. If students are making
decisions that hinder the safety of themselves or others, parents will be notified and the student potentially will be
asked not to continue with the club for some time.
To register your child to participate please fill in the Google Form via the link below by February 20th:
https://forms.gle/dLQSFRxTJ3tmxbhd7
If you have any trouble registering, please email cjohnson@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
Thanks, Clint Johnson (PE Teacher)
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Please be advised that all parents/carers/guardians who have been contacted to come onsite to collect a
sick/injured child must sign their child out and wait in the front office for your child to be brought out to
you. The exception to this is if you are specifically invited into the First Aid Room by a staff member. We
request that all families respect that we have a duty of care to all students at the school and that includes
the requirement to protect their privacy as well.

Dates for Term 1
Tuesday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

1st March
March 3rd
March 4th
March 14th
March 16th
March 17th

Monday
Thursday
Friday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Thursday
Friday

March 21st
March 24th
March 25th
March 28th
March 29th
March 30th
April 1st
April 4th
April 7th
April 8th

Parents and Friends Meeting 7:00pm
Year 5 Excursion to Nazareth College
World Day of Prayer
Labour Day Public Holiday
Preps Full Time at School
St Patricks Day
St Justin’s Open Day
Harmony Day
School Photo’s
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5G Parliament House Incursion
6B Parliament House Incursion
6T Parliament House Incursion
Year 5/6 Interschool Sports
5CD Parliament House Incursion
World Health Day
Term 1 Ends 1pm

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
COVID Update
This week the Victorian Government made further announcements to the existing COVIDSafe measures.
For schools it means:
 Rapid antigen surveillance testing will continue until the end of Term 1, with all primary school
students and staff recommended to test at home twice a week (Monday and Wednesday preferably
for St Justin’s). We are currently waiting on the latest delivery of RATs - as soon as they are
available, we will distribute them to all students to take home, and for the students who are absent
on that day, we will hold them in the student’s classroom until their return.
 Covid-positive results need to be reported to:
o Department of Health system (Rapid antigen tests | Coronavirus Victoria) or via the
coronavirus hotline at 1800 675 398.
o School by phone (9561 7644) or written notification office@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au;
so the school can support them, record that they will be absent while in 7-day isolation, and
let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case onsite and that they
should monitor for symptoms.
 Students and staff who have tested positive for COVID-19, have completed their 7-day isolation
period and are subsequently asymptomatic do not need to undertake surveillance testing for 30
days.
 QR code check-in requirements will no longer be in place in schools.
 Visitors over 8 years of age are expected to wear a mask when they enter a school building (unless
and exemption applies).
 Students in Years 3 to Year 6 are required to wear a mask when indoors (unless and exemption
applies).
 Students in Years Prep – Year 2 are encouraged to wear a mask.
Thank you for your cooperation.

Home Learning Packages
As many will now be aware, Home Learning tasks are made available to students who are required to
isolate due to being a COVID close contact. These tasks are also available to children isolating if they
have contracted COVID, if they are well enough to do so. Home Learning has been designed so that
students can continue practising skills they need at their level of ability. The tasks are not required to be
completed by students who are at home for 1-2 days with other illnesses.
It is not expected that your child completes every task in the pack. However if they are managing well and
are able to do so, of course they can. All year levels are presenting these tasks in different ways. Some are
paper based and supplied when required, others are pushed out through Seesaw, Google Classroom or
email. You will need to make contact with your child's teacher to work with them as to what is best for your
child.
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One of the most important things to do while your child is at home is to find time to play board games and
card games with them and practise daily reading. Many problem solving skills and higher order thinking
can be gained through board games requiring strategic thinking. Having discussions about texts after
reading and asking all the W-questions… Who, What, Where, When assists a child with comprehension. To
take them further, ask WHY questions… Why do you think that? What evidence in the text has brought you
to that conclusion? OR How might you have finished the story differently if you were the author? Why?
The classroom teacher needs to be made aware so they will know what they can set, based on what is
happening with your child. Please make contact with your child’s teacher about informing them of the
situation and about accessing the Home Learning via email.

Laura Leung

Prep LI Mon-Wed

lleung@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Helen Interligi

Prep LI Thurs-Fri
3WI Wed

hinterligi@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Lucy D’Angelo

Prep DB Mon-Wed

ldangelo@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Lisa Braybrook

Prep DB Thurs-Fri

lbraybrook@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Jess Wickens

1WM Mon-Wed & Fri

jwickens@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Jen McGrath

1WM Thurs

jmcgrath@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Sam Lutgens

1L

slutgens@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Belinda Dalach

2D

bdalach@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Ange Loadman

2L

aloadman@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Gen Jones

3J

gjones@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Deb Wood

3WI Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri

dwood@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Nick Mosele

4M

nmosele@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Leanne Snell

4SD Mon, Tues & Fri

lsnell@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Rachel De La Haye

4SD Wed - Thurs

rdelahaye@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Chris Giosis

5G

cgiosis@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Lisa Chiappalone

5CD Mon - Wed

lchiappalone@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Angie Diciero

5CD Thurs - Fri

adiciero@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Trevor Snelling

6T

tsnelling@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Belinda Slonim

6B

bslonim@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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St Justin’s Swimming Program
The St Justin’s Swimming Program will commence on the first day of Term 2,
Tuesday 26th April and run for two weeks (nine lessons). This program is
conducted for students in Years Prep-4. Parents wishing to support classes
for this program are reminded that you will need a valid Working with
Children Check and must have completed a volunteer interview with either
Mr Torpey or Mrs Herbison. More information will be made available
towards the end of this term.

Class Representatives
We are looking for volunteers to act as Class Reps, a big thanks to those who have already put their hand
up for this, but we still need more volunteers. The role of class rep is to liaise with their respective teachers
and help communicate information to the class parents. If you are interested in this, or have any further
questions about it, please contact the P&F at pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au or feel free to chat to any
of the committee members.

Lost Property
Please label all your child’s uniform as we already have a collection of items in out lost property tub,
which is located outside the Prep rooms. If clothing is labelled, we will endeavour to send it back to your
child via our classroom bucket. Can we also ask you all to check that the uniform coming home is belongs
to your child – often a jacket or hat is mistakenly picked up taken home by the wrong child? We thank you
for your assistance.

Drop Off
Please note that students should not be dropped off or picked up in the staff carpark. In the morning and at
the end of the day, the car park becomes a busy place with people walking in all directions.

Smart Phone App
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone App.
The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a portal for
notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to members of our
school community.
To download the app simply search for St Justin’s Catholic School, Wheelers Hills
in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad.
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Enrolments 2023
We are accepting Prep enrolments for students of current families at St Justin’s for Prep 2023. Please contact
the office for a form and we can send one home with a sibling for you. We would like these forms returned
by March 17th 2022 so we have an idea of our numbers for 2023 before we offer places to new families.
Our Open Day is planned for on Thursday March 17, 9am-3pm, which is an opportunity for new families
looking for a school for their children for 2023 to come along and have a look at our school and at that time
collect an enrolment form. So if you know someone who is getting a child ready for school be sure to let
them know!

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

All Children Can Achieve Success

