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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Third Sunday of Advent 

The rose candle will be lit this Sunday, (Gaudete Sunday,) when Father Andrew will also wear rose 

vestments at Mass. It symbolises a day of rejoicing because the faithful have arrived at the midpoint of 

Advent and anticipate Christmas. 
 

This Sunday’s Scripture reminds us that God has not held back one thing in His love for us. By becoming 

one with us in our flesh, God has done everything He can to assure us of His saving love. He has shown us 

how to live lives of sacrifice, justice and love to transform our world. 
 

In the Gospel, the disciples want to know what they can do to earn God's love. Through 

prayer, we know we can communicate our needs, confident that God has heard our 

words and so sent love itself in Jesus Christ. 

 

End of Year break up 
School will conclude for 2021 on Wednesday December 15th at 1.00pm. 

 

Thank you 
It’s hard to believe that another year is almost over and it certainly feels great to be part of St Justin’s 

community, made easier by a number of people. Again, a “big thank you” to all our students, parents and 

carers for your continued resilience and support throughout this year. It hasn’t been easy with offsite, onsite 

learning, but through our collective efforts, our students have continued on their learning journey.  

 

A huge thank you to Fr Andrew and all the staff at St Justin’s – they are committed professionals who aim to 

provide the very best in education. It is these people who help our students grow, leading by example, pushing 

with encouragement or walking beside with support. I thank them for the care, guidance and support that they 

give to each and every student. I also thank the School Advisory Council (formerly the Parish Education 

Board), the Parents and Friends Committee, the Fair on the Hill Committee (another year put on hold) and 

the various sub committees for the amazing work they do in helping to support such a wonderful community. 

Whilst we may not have had the opportunities to be as involved in the school as much as we would have liked, 

your dedication, enthusiasm and encouragement is appreciated by all. 
 

Thank you also to the families leaving our school, some after a very long and happy association with St Justin’s 

Primary School. We wish them well and thank them for their contributions. Remember, you are still a valued 

member of the St Justin’s Parish and the door is always open. 
 

Thanks everyone for your prayers and encouragement throughout the year. St Justin’s is 

certainly more than buildings, curriculum, meetings, fundraising and working bees. It is a 

community rich in love, support and a genuine concern for others.  
 

We wish you all a happy and holy Christmas and a safe summer holiday. 
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First Eucharist  
Congratulations to our Year 4 and Year 5 students who, over the last few weeks, have received their First 

Eucharist – well worth the wait. Thanks to everyone involved, especially Fr Andrew, Mrs Snell, Classroom 

Teachers and other staff, and families and friends. 

 

Please keep our First Eucharist students in your prayers. 

 

Step Up 
Next Tuesday, 14th December, between 12.00-1.00pm, all our students will be involved in our Annual Step 

Up. This gives all students an opportunity to meet with their teacher for the following year, get to know who 

their classmates will be and know their room for the new year. As educators we understand the need for 

pastoral activities such as these in transition, to help students prepare for change. As always, we have 

laboured over the decisions about teachers, classes and friends and have taken a professional and pastoral 

approach in this process. As parents, you can certainly facilitate a positive experience by speaking about it 

positively, using growth mindset language and focusing on what students can look forward to when change 

occurs. Thank you for your support of this process. 

 

Start of the 2022 School Year                                                                                            
Next year staff will officially commence school on Friday 28th January. Again, we will again use the first two 

student days (Monday 31st January 2022 and Tuesday 1st February 2022) of the school year for each 

student to have a 30-minute one-on-one session with their teacher. Not only does it allow classroom teachers 

to undertake various individual assessments with each student, but also provides an opportunity for each 

child to “check in” with his or her teacher before the school year begins, becoming more familiar with the 

classroom and the teacher. 

Families will be notified in due course how to make a booking, so stay tuned for this information. 

 

Year 6 Graduation Celebrations 2021 
This year our end of the year celebration will look a little different for our Year 6 students, although certainly 

no less special. 

 

On Monday December 13th 2021, Year 6 will have a fun day at school. A number of activities have been 

organised including inflatable activities, and a colour run/walk around the school with all students forming a 

guard of honour and teachers administering a “splash of colour”. The back oval will be restricted to Year 6 

students on this day. 

 

On Tuesday 14th December 2021 commencing at 6:00pm we will conduct our Graduation Mass. Again, as per 

last year, our Mass will be held outside on the basketball/netball courts (weather permitting). Whilst it is 

outside, I’m sure we will still maintain the same respect and reverence we would as if the Mass was in the 

Church. As it is a Mass, the same guidelines apply – QR registration on arrival, social distancing, masks to 

be carried/worn, etc. Guests are reminded that there is no parking on the Parish grounds. Entry via the 

Whalley Drive gates. Bring your own chair and maintain a respectful environment.  

 

Following our Graduation Mass, students will then make their way to the back oval for a “Movie Under the 

Stars” where the will enjoy dinner and a movie and the big screen. 

 

We are really looking forward to our graduation ceremonies and thank everyone who has helped make these 

events happen – not easy in an ever-changing environment. 

 
WE HOPE TO HAVE THE PRODUCTION VIDEO AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE BEFORE THE 

END OF THE YEAR – KEEP AN EYE OUT FOR THE ORDER FORM! 
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Minor Works 
Over the holidays, we hope to complete some minor works around the school. Apart from a thorough clean 

from top to bottom, the Prep Classrooms will undergo a makeover with new lights, carpet, paint and pin 

boards. Works will commence before Christmas and should be completed by mid-January. 

 

Chicken care over the holidays 
Chicken help over the holidays - thank you to the families that have volunteered their time to help care for 

our school chickens. There are still many days we have not covered so please consider if you are able to 

help even for one day.  

 

Please email me adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au for information.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Justin’s Student Reports - available online today 
As with our June Student Reports, December Student Reports are now available to families via the online 

Parent Portal again. Each family has been emailed today with instructions to access the portal. Please take 

time to review the letter. If you cannot recall your password from June, please click the “Forgotten 

Password” link to reset the password.  

 

Staffing Changes 
This week we were informed that Mrs Maria Scandizzo will leave our community after a long association.  

Mrs Scandizzo initially joined the St Justin's community in 2002, first as a staff member, then as a parent in 

2005. Over the years, Maria has taught in many year levels, establishing herself as a kind, caring and 

respected teacher. She has built great friendships with staff and members of the wider community and will 

be greatly missed. Maria will take up a part time teaching position at St Mary's, Hastings, back to where her 

teaching career commenced. We wish her all the very best. 

 

Christmas Cheer 
Christmas has always been a time of sharing and our children certainly enter into the spirit. It’s not unusual 

for students at St Justin’s to hand out Christmas cards, not just to their friends, but to all class members. Often 

attached to the envelopes and/or cards, are candy canes, a simple but effective way of wishing friends a “Merry 

Christmas”. Unfortunately, many candy canes contain traces of food colouring and/or nuts that many of our 

children are highly allergic too. Whilst we don’t want to be considered the “Christmas Grouch”, in the safety 

of all students at our school, we ask you to consider an alternative “gift”. We will ask that Christmas canes 

be eaten at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:adeegan@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Welcome 
Congratulations to Mrs Crough and her 

husband, Joe, for the safe arrival of their new 

baby boy - Tom Desmond Crough (named after 

Joe’s father and grandfather). 

 

Tom was born on 13th November (World 

Kindness Day) weighing 4.2kgs or 9 lb 3 the old 

way. He was 55cm long. 
 

Welcome Tom – I’m sure your two brothers will 

certainly look after you. 

   

 
              

Near Miss – please use the crossing 
This week we had a report of a “Near Miss” incident on Whalley 

Drive. A driver reported that as they were driving past the school, a 

young child (maybe Year 1 or 2) ran across the road without looking. 

The child seemed unaccompanied and the driver needed to slam on the 

brakes to avoid making contact with the child. 

 

Whilst I know that pick up can be a busy time, can I please ask that we 

use the school crossing or accompany your child when crossing the 

roads – the shortest path of travel is not always the safest? 

 

Grade 5 Activities 

 
  

 

 

 

 

Grade 5 students created beautiful Christmas Stain Glass windows. 

The designed their own shadow and then used cellophane as a 

background. This truly has added some colour and magic to our 

classrooms! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Face Masks  
A reminder to all families to please supply face masks for your child / children if 

required. Please email the principal if your child has an exemption. Thank you for 

your cooperation. 
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Advent and Christmas services 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Justin’s Wheelers Hill Parish – Advent & Christmas Services 

 

Parish Advent Reconciliation – Tuesday, 21 Dec 7:00pm 

 

Christmas Eve – Friday 24 December 
Family Mass – 6:00pm (Fully Vaccinated) 

Christmas Vigil Mass – 9:00pm (Unknown Vaccinated Status) 

Midnight Mass – 12:00 midnight (Fully Vaccinated) 

 

The holy family– Saturday 25 December 
8:00am (Unknown Vaccinated Status) 

9:00am (Fully Vaccinated) 

10:30am (Fully Vaccinated) 

 

**Please note no 6:00pm vigil mass on this day 

 

The Holy Family– Sunday 26 December 
8:30am (Unknown Vaccinated Status) 

10:30am (Fully Vaccinated) 

5:00am (Fully Vaccinated) 

 

**Please note no Monday mass 
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And that’s a wrap…. 

With term 4 coming to a close next Wednesday, and the last P&F event for the year taking place today, 

there’s no better time than to reflect on the year that was. 

 

It has been another year that turned out very differently to how we were wanting it to, with all our energies 

no doubt pushed to their limits.  The fact that we’ve made it through to the other side, is a cause for 

celebration and I hope that everybody gets the chance to do just that over the Christmas break. 

 

Even with such a disruptive year though, we still managed to celebrate a fair few events, so a huge thank you 

to all those who have contributed in some way to the Hot Dog Days, Pizza Days, Sushi Day, Mothers Day 

gifts/stall, Mothers Night Out, Working Bee (yes we did get one in), Bunnings BBQ, Friday Kiosks, Easter 

Raffle, Hot Cross Bun events, St Justin’s Open Day and School Sports Day Kiosk.  There was also a fair bit 

of work done on Trivia Night, Fathers Day Outing & School Disco, which sadly couldn’t go ahead.  None of 

this work is done without there being a lot of helpers, these have included, but am sure not limited to: 

 

Tony D Peter R Bianca  

Annick H Alice Naf 

Rita B Georgia Briony 

Mirna U Nelly H Anna R 

Anne N Angie D Laura D 

Vicki T Mirna A Sandra F 

Belinda B Sara C Vanessa P 

Ailes Y Melinda I Tania W 

Amanda B Stella Cynthia 

Angela  Mark G Matt G 

John H Tom B Briana R 

Narelle R Mark C Theo P 

Alan H Allen C Joe S 

Daniella L Sam Maria 

Andrea D Rob B Rachel W 

Sandra G 

 

Also to all the class reps who have done a great job this year, including: 

Prep – Tania W, Jess D, Bianca D & Narelle R 

Grade 1 – Edwin C & Marie M 

Grade 2 – Andrea H & Kerri 

Grade 3 – Sandra F & Jade D 

Grade 4 – Sandra F 

Grade 5 – Vicki E 

Grade 6 – Maree G 

 

A huge thanks to the P&F executive members, which includes Peter R (Vice-Chair), Andrea H (Secretary), 

Dee & Annick H (Co-Treasurers) along with Tony D (Maintenance).  Also a huge thanks to all those who 

attended one of our meetings, either virtually or in person (when they allowed), never fun to present to an 

empty room so I really appreciated the involvement. 
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The ladies in the office Anne-Maree and Donna, as usual without your help we couldn’t get as much 

achieved as what we do. 

 

On behalf of the P&F community, I wanted to thank all those families who are leaving us this year, who 

have been so instrumental in helping build the St Justin’s community and make it what it is today.  Also, all 

the fundraising events that you’ve either taken part in, organised or financially contributed to, have all made 

large impacts to the school, which will continue to assist many present and future families.  We wish you 

and yours all the best as they continue their scholastic journeys.   

 

So that’s it from me.  It has been an enjoyable 2 years as the P&F Chair, I wish whoever steps into the role 

next year the best of luck.   

 

Cheers 

Sharon Caruana 

Chairperson– P&F 

 

(Just 15 more sleeps to Christmas!!!)  
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TERM FOUR 
Monday December 13th Year 6 Graduation Fun Day 

Tuesday 14th December Year 6 Graduation Mass & Movie Night 

Wednesday 15th December Final school day for students, 1pm finish  

Friday 17th December Final school day for staff 

 

2022 

TERM 1 

Friday 28th January Staff commence school 

Monday 31st January St Justin’s Student-Teacher Meets 

Tuesday 1st February St Justin’s Student-Teacher Meets 

Wednesday 2nd February  ALL students return to school (including Preps) 

Monday 7th February  Parent / Teacher Get-To-Know-You Chats 

Tuesday 8th February Prep Families’ BBQ & Information Night 

Wednesday 9th February  No Preps at school 

Thursday 10th February Parent / Teacher Get-To-Know-You Chats 

Friday 11th February Beginning of School Year Mass 

Wednesday 16th February No Preps at school 

 Year 5/6 Camp 

Thursday 17th February Year 5/6 Camp 

Friday 18th February Year 5/6 Camp 

Tuesday 22nd February  Parents & Friends Meeting, 7.00pm 

Wednesday 23rd February No Preps at school 

Tuesday 1st March  Shrove Tuesday 

Wednesday 2nd March No Preps at school 

 Ash Wednesday 

Tuesday 8th March Fair on the Hill Meeting, 7.00pm 

Wednesday 9th March No Preps at school 

Monday 14th March Labour Day Public Holiday 

 Catholic Education Week 

Wednesday 16th March Preps at school 

Thursday 17th March St Patrick’s Day 

Saturday 19th March Working Bee 

Tuesday 22nd March School Advisory Council Meeting, 7.00pm 

Thursday 24th March St Justin’s Open Day 

Tuesday 29th March Year 3 Reconciliation Celebration 

Thursday 31st March  Year 3 Reconciliation Celebration 

Tuesday 5th April Parents & Friends Meeting, 7.00pm 

Friday 8th April End of Term 1 
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Expressions of Interest – Computer Programming Club 
 

We have been approached by Digimaker in regards to the possibility of running a computer programming 

club during school term in 2022.  For any families wanting to express their interest, please see below for the 

details on how to apply. 
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