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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Ash Wednesday 
Today I had the privilege of participating in our Ash Wednesday liturgies. The liturgy had been beautifully 

prepared by Mrs Snell, Fr Andrew and our Liturgy Leaders. Whilst this year we were unable to receive the 

ashes, we were still invited to reflect on and examine our lives and think about how we can “Be More”.  

This renewal helps us to grow and become closer to Jesus, our mentor and guide. We take time for prayer, 

reflection, meditation and opportunities to stop and slow our lives down to focus on what is happening 

NOW and how we want our lives to move forward. 

 
God of hope and compassion, 
We pray that during this time of Lent,  
we may grow in understanding of the challenges  
faced by those who do not have much in our world 
as we make a home for them in our hearts.  
As we think about the challenges of others,  
help us to challenge ourselves to ‘Be More’ kind,  
more generous, more courageous and more compassionate. 
 

Be with us as we walk side by side with our global brothers and sisters. 
 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
 

We hope that the packs sent home during the week help families during this time of Lent. 

 

Liturgy – 2021 Leaders (please note change of date) 

On Monday 22nd February at 9:10am (weather permitting), we will hold a special 

liturgy to honor and pray for our 2021 School leaders, including SRC leaders. This 

will be held on the basketball courts and the students will be presented with their 

badges. ALL parents are welcome to attend this prayer session and we ask that you 

please bring your own picnic chairs to be seated at the rear of the students. QR codes 

will be posted on and near the basketball court and parents will need to ensure they 

register for this event through the Parish QR code. We look forward to seeing you all 

there. Please ensure you carry a face mask.  
 

Literacy Parent Helper Sessions 

Please note that the date for the Literacy Helper Session is actually Thursday 25th 

March at 9:00am in the Performing Arts Centre (PAC) – please note the change 

of date.  We look forward to seeing you there – please remember that all 

participants will need to wear a face mask and register on arrival. 
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Project Compassion 
This week our Liturgy Leaders shared our Project Compassion 

resources with each class. Students are invited to make contributions 

to help support those in need. Thanks Ryker, Matthew, Gavin and 

Ishan 
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Year 5 / 6 Camp  
Last week I had the privilege of attending camp with Years 5 and 6 at Phillip Island. The venue was 

fantastic, offering the children a variety of activities. I thoroughly enjoyed spending time with the staff and 

students, who genuinely care for each other. I would like to sincerely thank the staff – Mrs Wegmann, Mrs 

D’Angelo, Mr Snelling, Mrs Slonim, Mrs Scandizzo, Mrs Interligi, Mrs Snell, Mr Johnson, Mrs Stewart, 

Mrs Sullivan, Mrs Herbison, Mrs Andrew, Miss Scandizzo and Fr Andrew for their dedication and 

commitment to the safety and wellbeing of all students. It is not easy being away from your own loved ones.  

 

Thanks to the Year 4s for taking on the leadership roles and responsibilities in the absence of the Year 5 

and 6s. Thanks also to the staff who remained at school, covering extra duties, etc. Your support is much 

appreciated.  
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Student Camp Recounts 
 

Year 5/6 Camp by Sienna Mascetta 

 

The day is finally here.  Three days away from our parents at Phillip Island Resort 

as we learn how to canoe, go to the beach and stay two nights in a cabin with all 

our friends.  But the thing I am dreading and excited about the most is the Giant 

Swing.  By the time I’m at school, I’m practically jumping for joy. Everyone piles 

onto the bus, pushing their way to get the back seats. The bus slows to a stop. We 

all hop out for a quick snack and pelican feeding and arrive at Phillip Island 

Resort. 

 

The sun is shining and the sky is a bright blue, a perfect day for canoeing.  Giselle and I hop into the same 

canoe as we go through some drills.  Splash! Our canoe plops into the water and I carefully step in, one 

foot at a time. We struggle to the instructor and do a few drills.  For our final game we have to race the 

other canoes all the way around the lake and back.  K.C, our instructor, shouts, “Ready, three, two, one, 

GO.”  We’re off! We paddle as fast as we can, heading for the fountain.  Suddenly, the canoe lurches to the 

left.  That was close.  We make it all the way to the fountain without any more mishaps.  I hold my breath 

as we propel our way straight towards the fountain. Wheee! We make it back pretty fast.  I’m proud to have 

not fallen in but I’m even happier to have learnt a new skill.   

 

Ah! The day is finally over and what a day it was. We all traipse into our cabin, exhausted but too excited 

to sleep.  After tidying up our room and settling into bed, we finally drift off to sleep.   

 

At daybreak, as a group we all head to the beach, a fifteen minute walk 

from the Resort.  I admire the sand between my toes.  Everyone heads 

straight for the water, splashing each other and squealing.  I trudge back to 

the sand, completely soaked and admiring the scene that surrounds 

me.  From the clear water, to the boys buried up to their necks with sand, I 

decide to take some pictures with Mrs Scandizzo’s camera, even though I 

know I will remember this day forever.   

 

SENIOR CAMP 2021 by Khloe Blatsis 
 

 “3! 2! 1!” As we travelled over the Phillip Island bridge everyone held their breath until we got to the 

other side. All of a sudden I realised that we had arrived. The brown birds were chirping constantly and 

my heart was pumping faster with more and more excitement. 

 

I was very petrified to go onto the giant, high and lengthy flying fox. It was my turn to harness up and 

climb the numerous stairs to reach the top. I got on and I did it, I'm so thankful that I had a go as I would 

have regretted it as the views were incredible. I had so much fun in the end and I'm so happy that I had a 

go. 

After a crazy and busy day, it had come to the time of day to have afternoon 

tea. It was an Anzac slice and some fruit. I had a big bite and OMG it was 

so delicious I kept on wanting more and more.  

 

WOOOO! The whistle blew and we headed off to Smiths Beach. Wow! it 

was really amazing. When I was walking along the beach I could feel the 

hard sand rubbing against my legs and the salty breeze hitting against my 
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face. The water was calm and very cool, we spent lots of time playing and swimming. 

 

On our last night we went on a koala walk to see if we could spot any 

cute koalas in the trees. One of the Phillip Island rangers guided us 

around the national park in the darkness of the night. We ended up seeing 

6 koalas and a few wallabies. They were so cute! 

 

I had so much fun on camp, trying new and exciting things and making 

lots of new friends.  

 

Enrolments 2022 
Our enrolment process for 2022 has commenced. Any current school families who have children who will be 

attending Prep next year are asked to come to the school office and collect a 2022 enrolment form.  If it isn’t 

convenient to come in, please phone and we will send a form home.  We would like these forms returned by 

March 17th 2021 so we have an idea of our numbers for 2022 before we offer places to new families. 

 

Our Open Day will be held on Thursday March 18, 9am-3pm, which is an opportunity for new families 

looking for a school for their children for 2022 to come along and have a look at our school and at that time 

collect an enrolment form. 

 

Hot Dog Day 
Due to the 5 day lockdown we were unable to hold the Hot Dog day as was 

originally planned.  This has now been rescheduled until Friday 26th February.  

All orders that were in before the have been held over and any additional orders 

will need to come in cash form.  Please ensure that you have your child’s name, 

class & the order written clearly on the envelope with the correct cash inside. 

Orders will be accepted up until 4.00pm Monday 22nd February.  Thank you. 

 

St Justin’s Working Bee on the Hill 
Saturday 13th March, 1:30 pm – 4:30 pm 
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 Shrove Tuesday 

Did you know that Pancake Day, or Shrove Tuesday, is the traditional feast day before the start of Lent on 

Ash Wednesday. Lent – the 40 days leading up to Easter – was traditionally a time of fasting and on Shrove 

Tuesday, Anglo-Saxon Christians went to confession and were “shriven” (absolved from their sins). 
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Information Sessions 

Thanks to all those who were able to watch our Year 1 and 2 Information Sessions this week. We hope you 

found them useful. Year 3 and 4 Information Sessions are available on SeeSaw with follow up Google Meets 

with the teachers on: 

 Year 3 at 3:30pm – 4:00pm  

 Year 4 – 4:15pm – 4:45 pm.  

New Google Meet codes will be set up for these and posted on SeeSaw on Monday.  

 

Should you require some additional time to speak to your child’s teacher, 

please arrange a mutually agreeable time to meet with him or her. This can 

be done via email or through a message in your child’s diary. It is also 

important for teachers to receive any positive feedback – it helps create a 

wonderful sense of satisfaction in an increasingly difficult job and can better 

inform teachers of strategies and approaches to learning that are effective for 

your child. If communicating via email, please be mindful that teachers may 

take some time to respond. 
 

 

Level Newsletters 
Each Year Level has presented a newsletter with information about the learning that will be happening in 

that level this term. This is to help parents understand what the focus will be and conversations about 

learning can help students deepen their thinking and clarify understanding. Please take some time to 

review these newsletters, which are available to you through the Seesaw App and, as always, please 

make contact with your child's teacher if you have any questions about your child's learning. 

 

 
 

COVID Safe Practices 

Thanks everyone with your support with our Covid Safe Practices. 

These include: 

 socially distancing,  

 carrying a mask to wear if required,  

 using hand sanitiser,  

 greeting each other in a non-physical way,  

 signing in to register for contact tracing purposes, etc 

 Any visitors who remain onsite for fifteen minutes or 

longer must register their presence for contact tracing. If 

you require time to discuss matters with a teacher, we ask 

that you please pre-arrange this via an email. 
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Volunteering at St Justin’s 
St Justin’s Primary School seeks to provide a safe, open and nurturing learning environment for all students. 

The school acknowledges the value that volunteers play in a variety of learning, school based and community 

activities and actively encourages their participation. 
 

To ensure the safety and wellbeing and protection of all students, St Justin’s 

Parish Primary School, ensures that all of our policies and practices embed a 

child-safe culture that has zero tolerance for child abuse. Our recruitment, 

screening, induction, ongoing monitoring and assessment for volunteers align 

with our Child Safety Policy and our Child Safety Code of Conduct and adhere 

to the requirements of Clause 10 of Ministerial Order No. 870 (Volunteers).  
 

St Justin’s Primary School takes its commitment to maintaining a ‘child safe’ environment for all students 

and young people seriously and implores that all members of the school community, including volunteers, 

work with us to achieve this. 
 

A volunteer is defined as any unpaid individual who provides support in educational, sporting, extra 

curricula or school community activities to the school. Their assistance is provided under the direction and 

supervision of identified school representatives. 
 

Any parent who wishes to volunteer their services to the school must ensure they participate in the school’s 

volunteer screening and induction procedures. 
 

All volunteers must: 

 Provide evidence (driver’s license/Medicare card/passport) of personal identity 

 Provide a valid Working with Children Check (WWCC) 

 Respond to Volunteer Application questions 

 Complete two Referee Reports for Volunteers that affirm that volunteer’s suitability for working with 

children 

 Meet with the Principal and/or Deputy Principal as part of our regular interview process. A Record 

of Interview will be completed at this time. 
 

If you require an interview, please ring the office on 9561 7644 to make an appointment. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Children are able to return and borrow from the library at the following times when they come with their 

classroom teacher -  

Monday: Year 6, Year 4 & Year 2. Thursday: Preps. Friday: Year 1, Year 3 & Year 5. 

 Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday before school: all grades. 

 Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday at lunchtime: all grades. 

 Prep may borrow one book at a time. 

 Junior school two books at a time. 

 Senior school three books at a time. 

Children will need to have a library bag to borrow, this can be any type of bag! 

We also encourage children to be responsible for their borrowed books. 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

  



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

Dates Ahead 

Tuesday 23rd February  Fair on the Hill Meeting / Parents and Friends Meeting (7:30pm) 

Wednesday 24th February  No Preps at School 

Thursday 25th February  Year 5 Nazareth College Taster Day 

     P – 6 Literacy Parent Helpers Course 

Friday 26th February   Hot Dog Day (rescheduled) 

Tuesday 2nd March   PEB Meeting (7.30pm) 

     Division Swimming 

Wednesday 3rd March   No Preps at school 

Monday 8th March   Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tuesday 9th March   P & F Meeting 

     District Swimming 

Wednesday 10th March  No Preps at school 

Thursday 11th March   P & F Pizza Day 

Saturday 13th March Working Bee  

Sunday 14th – Monday 22nd March Catholic Education Week 

Tuesday 16th March   Year 3 Parent/Child Reconciliation Workshop 

Wednesday 17th March St Patricks Day 

Thursday 18th March St Justin’s Open Day 

Friday 19th March Interschool Summer Sport 

Sunday 21st March Harmony Day 

Thursday 25th March School Photos 

 Feast of the Annunciation 

Friday 26th March Interschool Summer Sport 

Sunday 28th March Palm Sunday 

 Holy Week 

Thursday 1st April End of Term 
 

 

St Justin’s Swimming Program 
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The St Justin’s Swimming Program will commence on the first day of Term 2, Monday 

19th April and run for two weeks. This program is conducted for students in Years Prep-

4. Parents wishing to support classes for this program are reminded that you will need a 

valid Working with Children Check and have completed an interview with either Patrick 

Torpey or Annie Herbison in the last two years. At this stage, we are uncertain if parent 

helpers will be permitted inside the complex, however as soon as we are aware we will inform parents of 

the process. More information will be made available towards the end of this term.  

 

BOOK CLUB – ISSUE 1 
  
Issue 1 of Scholastic Book Club for 2021 has been distributed via the class 

buckets. 

Every order earns FREE books and learning resources for our school! 

All orders must only be made via LOOP – scholastic.com.au/LOOP or 

download the LOOP app. 

  

NO CASH/CHEQUE PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED. 

  

The closing date for orders is Friday 19th February. 

 
 

Smart Phone App 
Members of our school community are invited to download our Smart Phone 

App.  The App is used for communication between school and home – it is a 

portal for notifying absences, newsletters, notices and messages relevant to 

members of our school community.  
 

To download the app simply search for St Justins Catholic School, Wheelers 

Hills in the App store on your iPhone, Smartphone or iPad. 

 

Sustainability Leaders 
Our year 6 Sustainability Leaders: Sabina, Dristhi, Kaitlyn, Michael and Carl met with Mrs Herbison today to 

discuss their role as Sustainability Leaders of our school. They are already in full swing attending to our compost 

procedures and will have much to do this year to continue to drive sustainable practices in our community. Coming 

up on 5th March is Schools Clean Up Australia Day. Fortunately our school remains a very clean environment 

partly due to the fact that we do not take any food outside for eating. We will have some suggestions on how we will 

address this initiative in the future.  
 

 

 

http://scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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Marine Ambassadors 
The Marine Ambassadors: Lexi, Krystal, Thomas and Nicholas are looking forward with fingers crossed to their first 

excursion into learning more about our marine environment and how important our waterways are to our planet. 

They will report back on their experience to our school community and share their message about how we can all 

help to keep our waterways clean.  
 

Kitchen Garden 
Next week the year 4 students begin their Kitchen Garden experience. The students will be making food, craft and 

garden produce over their 5 week program, culminating in a mini market where we will put our wares on display.  
 

Yr 4 Stewardship Program 
The year 4 students have spent each Thursday afternoon involved in this new initiative for our school where they are 

taking on the role of Stewards - caretakers of our school environment. Today we discussed our collected specimens 

from our walk last week and wondered what these items reveal about our school land. For example, some interesting 

coloured feathers were found indicating there is colourful birdlife in this area. Next week the students will be 

brainstorming ways to use the land in creative and sustainable ways for the common good. 
  

   

   

   

  

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile in our school vegie garden, the sunflowers have warmly welcomed us to the start of the year 

with their sunny smiley faces towering over our garden beds. We have collected lots of tomatoes, some 

zucchini, beans, and planted radishes, lettuce, cucumber and peas. We have also sown seeds that we will 

plant in the garden once they have germinated and are a bit stronger.  
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This week let’s talk about resilience.  

 

Resilience is the capacity to recover quickly from 

difficulties. Sometimes it’s called mental 

toughness.  

 

2020 and 2021 have really tested the limits of 

everyone’s resilience, both adults and children, in 

many different ways. 

Resilience is a term we often use when talking with 

our students, we encourage them to “be resilient 

and keep going”, but I often think do they actually 

know what we mean?  

 

In simple terms, resilience is the ability to cope 

when things go wrong. It’s ‘bouncing back’ after a 

difficult time, dealing with challenges and keeping 

your head held high.  

 

Resilience requires a growth mindset too, you have 

to be willing and able to have a go, try your best 

and be able to cope with whatever may come your 

way, acknowledging it, accepting it and moving on 

from it. 
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As funny as it sounds, you can learn to be resilient, 

and we can encourage our children to develop this 

trait, by: 

 Helping them to solve problems they face 

independently. While it is distressing for us 

to see our children feeling discomfort, this 

is actually an important feeling to know as 

it will encourage kids to find ways out of it, 

leading to the development of problem-

solving skills. 

 Spending one-on-one time with our 

children, talking and forging a strong 

emotional bond. These positive connections 

allow adults to model positive problem-

solving and coping skills as well as 

providing children a sense of empowerment to seek guidance 

and make attempts to work through difficult situations. 

 Promoting healthy risk-taking. A “healthy risk” is 

something that encourages a child to try something outside 

their comfort zone but results in very little harm if they are 

unsuccessful.  

 When children approach you with a problem, rather 

than try and solve it for them, ask questions. This will 

encourage your child to think through the problem rather than 

look for the ‘quick fix’. Brainstorm possible solutions 

together, demonstrating to children your own problem-solving 

skills and helping them to see they have someone to help them 

when they need it. 

  Label emotions and help children to name their own 

emotions as this will encourage them to understand what they 

are feeling. Demonstrate coping skills such as deep breathing, 

to help children remain calm and centered and more likely to 

work through a problem and move on than become 

overwhelmed. 

 

Embrace mistakes (both your own and your child’s), promoting a 

positive growth mindset and helping children understand we can 

learn from mistakes - they can be something positive! 

 EXERCISE! It helps strengthen the brain and make it more 

resilient to stress and adversity. 

 

If Covid has taught us anything, it’s that the ability to be resilient 

and bounce back when things don’t go our way is one trait that will 

impact positively on our lives, in unsure and uncertain times. 

 

 

 



St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill 
 

All Children Can Achieve Success 
 

 

CAMP SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND 
This is a Victorian Government initiative which provides payments to schools for eligible students to attend 

camps, sports and excursions.  The amount payable for eligible primary students is $125 and for those 

students this amount will be used to reduce their school fees. 
 

To be eligible to receive the payment a parent or legal guardian of a student must on the first days of Terms 

1 or 2 be an eligible beneficiary, who hold’s a Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC), Pensioner Concession 

Card (PCC) or a Veterans Affairs Gold Card, or be a temporary foster parent and submit an application to 

the school. 
 

Please collect an application form from the school office, complete and return as soon as possible.  Payments 

will be made directly to schools from March 2021.  Once received, these payments will be credited to school 

fees. 
 

Any parent who applied for, and received, the CSEF last year IS NOT REQUIRED to submit a new 

form this year.  

  
 

 

 

 

 

P&F Meeting 
We’ve had a couple of false starts, but our first P&F meeting for the year is scheduled for 

7.30pm on Tuesday 23rd Feb in the PAC.  Come along to share in a drink and some nibbles 

while planning for all our events this coming year.  With the changeover of many of the 

leads, there’s lots of things to discuss, including our big events the Trivia Night and our 

Fair on the Hill.  If you’re brand new to the school or already part of the proverbial 

furniture, we’d love to see you there. 

  

 

Class Representatives 
 

Big thanks to all our volunteers, especially for keeping everybody informed during the snap lockdown.  The 

past week really showed us how much we need to stay connected so if you’re thinking about helping out feel 

free to contact us on pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au or reach out to the committee. 

 

 

mailto:pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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Facebook Page 

 

Sharon Caruana 

P&F 
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