St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 30th July 2021

Bulletin No 23
Dear Families and Friends,

Confirmation Workshop Evenings
Last night our Year 6 candidates continued with their preparation for Confirmation by attending our
Confirmation Family Workshop. The workshop provided us with a wonderful insight into the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Due to current Government restrictions, our workshops was held online via a Google Meet.
Thanks to everyone who was able to attend. We are still planning to celebrate Confirmation on 19th August.

Professional Learning Day - School Closure Day
As outlined in previous communications, our Professional Learning Day / School Closure Day
scheduled for this Thursday 29th July, was postponed until Thursday 12th August, 2021. This
day will be used for all staff to upgrade their First Aid qualifications, an essential requirement
for us all. We are mindful that the timing is not ideal but the training is important and can’t be
delayed.

100 Days of Prep
Today our Preps celebrated 100 days of school. On arrival, you could be excused for
thinking that we were celebrating Grandparents’ Day, for our Preps and teachers had
dressed as if they were 100 years old. Following a brief “shuffle” around to each class,
our Preps participated in a number of “100” activities – a great day had by all. A BIG
thank you to our Prep teachers for organising a memorable day for our students.
Thanks to the Preps (and their families) for being a wonderful part of our community.
We’re really glad that you’re here.
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Class Morning Routine 2021
This term we have commenced a change to our usual morning routine. Ordinarily we have an assembly each
morning in the Undercover Area before entering the classroom. This has been wonderful in terms of having
parents join us for this information sharing and being able to be present on the grounds. We will continue to
have Monday morning assemblies over the PA system, led by the Year 6 leaders and Friday assemblies in
the PAC.
In these past 18 months however, with the unsettled nature that has been created with lockdowns, we have
found it necessary to make a change to our mornings in order to create a more settled environment for the
students. We have decided to trial, for at least this term, a slightly modified routine.
 Teachers will still be in their room by 8:40am and students are still encouraged to enter the room,
greet their teacher, unpack their bag, and get ready for the day. They are welcome to stay in the
room or go outside to play.
 On the first bell, students entering their classrooms and for the first ten to fifteen minutes of each
day, all classes will take time and give opportunities for the children to be engaged in “calming”
activities. We have felt the need for children, in these uncertain times, to find ways and to be taught
explicitly, how to calm their bodies. Much new research shows the importance of this for our overall
health and wellbeing, now more than ever. This then sets the students up for optimum conditions for
learning from the beginning of the day. Some of the activities the students will engage in will include
the following:
o Prayer and meditation
o Morning circle (inclusive of a welcome conversation)
o Mindfulness / mindful colouring
o Wellbeing check in from the class teacher
o Quiet music to aid meditation
o Slow, mindful movement
Along with these strategies, this term our Social and Emotional Learning consists of delving deeply into
understanding our emotions, how to name them and what strategies we can put in place when we are feeling
big emotions. These are challenges that we can face even as adults, so the earlier we learn to self-regulate
our emotions, the more likely we are to take these strategies with us through life.
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Sacramental Update
Confirmation
Our Year 6 Confirmation Candidates are due to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on Thursday 19th
August. Whilst we will need to wait for Government Guidelines, we will continue with our preparations.
Next Thursday, our Year 6 students will attend a Retreat Day at the Salesian Retreat Centre in Lysterfield.
This will provide our students with an opportunity to revisit their journey through the Sacraments and
explore the Gifts and Fruits of the Holy Spirit.
Part of their preparation for Confirmation is to attend Commitment and Medal Masses. Due to current
Government restrictions, our Commitment Mass will be held during school hours. Students will attend the
9.15am Parish Mass on Wednesday 4th August with their classroom teachers.
We are still patiently waiting and hoping restrictions will ease in the next
few weeks. If this is the case we will organise an online booking for you
to attend a mass to enable the Confirmation Candidates to receive their
medals.
First Eucharist
As you would also be aware, our Year 4 and Year 5 students were due to receive the Sacrament of First
Communion in Term 2 (Year 4) and 2020 (Year 5). Due to ongoing Covid 19 restrictions, it has been
difficult to organise new dates for First Eucharist. However, we have assigned new dates and times for First
Eucharist:
 Year 5 First Eucharist:
o 5SS: Saturday 28th August, 2:00pm
o 5CI: Saturday 28th August, 4:00pm
 Year 4 First Eucharist:
o 4L: Saturday 4th September, 2:00pm
o 4G: Saturday 4th September, 4:00pm
At this stage we are unsure as to how many people can gather in the church for this special celebration more communication will be given in regards to this closer to the date. However, we are conscious that the
priority for the students is to ensure that they can celebrate their First Eucharist in 2021.
We understand it is a challenging time and very difficult to organise special events in this climate with Covid
19. We really appreciate everyone’s support in regards to all the changes and uncertainties.
Kind regards,
Mrs Leanne Snell, Religious Education Leader
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COVID Update
It was great to return to school again this week – let’s hope it stays this way. Thanks again for everyone’s
amazing support during this challenging time – not ideal but it is what it is. Thanks for returning students’
work and devices to school.
Just a few reminders (at this stage):
 Students are to be dropped off at school as per normal, between 8:40am and 8:55am and picked up between
3:30pm and 3:45pm. (3:15pm - 3:30pm on Monday).
 Students may be brought to any of the external gates of St Justin’s - parents will need to remain outside the
gates at this stage. Masks must be worn and social distancing of 1.5m must be maintained.
 Any visitors to the school must enter via the office, QR Code register before entering and wear a face mask.
 Outside School Hours Care (OSHC) program will continue to operate - for bookings, contact Camp
Australia
 School camps and overnight stays can take place across - bookings must be limited to single schools and
contact tracing procedures should be in place.
 Non-essential visitors should be excluded from school sites for this period - unfortunately this means parent
helpers
 Incursions are not permitted at this time.
 Excursions are permitted with students from a single school
 Non-essential meetings, and all school events, gatherings and assemblies should be deferred or held
remotely.
 Assemblies and large gatherings are only to be attended by staff and students from St Justin’s school at this
time.
We thank you for your understanding at this time. We’ll keep you up to date on any changes.
Please remember stay home when unwell. The most important action school communities can take to
reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19 is to ensure that any unwell staff and students remain at home
and get tested, even with the mildest of symptoms.

Excursion / Camp Contact Tracing Procedures
We were notified yesterday that all schools are required to provide
additional contact tracing details for staff & students to some excursion venues and are responsible for
managing record keeping for contact-tracing in line with current public health directives. For students
attending the Confirmation Retreat, a new Operoo Form will be released today to ensure that we meet those
guidelines in preparation for the excursion.
Most venues are required to use electronic record keeping that connects with an Application Programming
Interface (API) linked provider or a digital system provided by Services Victoria.
The Department of Health has strongly recommended that a contact number for each individual student is
provided. A school phone number alone is not considered sufficient. Providing contact details for individual
students will expedite contact tracing so that individuals can be contacted by the Department of Health if
required.
Parents/carers/guardians are advised that, when required, the school will be providing excursion venues
with contact details for students. The phone number on school file for the student will be provided as the
nominated contact number.
Venues will be collecting student names and contact phone numbers for a legitimate purpose and are subject
to Victorian privacy laws, so will handle the information securely and only retain it for the required 28-day
period.
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Premiers Reading Challenge
Well done to all the students who spent the recent lockdown period reading and then adding to their
Premier's Reading Challenge account. A further 4 students have finished the challenge. That brings our total
to 28. They are:
 Prep: Logan
 Gr 1: Ethan Car
 Gr 5: Alissa, Sienna
1982 books have now been read. I hope that I can report next time, that St. Justin's students have cracked
the 2000 book mark. Happy reading!

Marine Ambassadors
Our very fortunate Marine Ambassadors spent a lovely day at Ricketts Point in Beaumaris- right before our
recent lockdown! There was much learning to be had under the instruction of the educators of the Dolphin
Research Institute. Here is what our students had to say:
Thomas D:
The 2021 Marine Ambassadors were learning about the beautiful species of sea animals at Ricketts
Point. All the schools that attended had 3 activities to do throughout the day. They said things to
make us feel confident like “Be kind. Be a positive role model. And to thank people. This is not a day
off, it's a learning day. It’s about learning about our marine environment and teaching it back to
your peers at school”. We learnt a lot that day. These are some of the things that we learned about:
● Storm water drains
● Hard corals and soft corals. Like QLD in Vic we have corals too. In QLD they have the Great
Barrier Reef, Marine National Park.
● Here at Beaumaris there is Illegal fishing.
● Sea urchins
● Bubble weed is quite brown that looks like long stringy and slimy weed.
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Lexi N:
On Tuesday the 32th of July the Marine Ambassadors Krystal, Nicholas, Thomas, Will and I went on
an excursion to Ricketts point in Beaumaris. Four other schools attended this excursion. We had a
brief introduction at the start of the day. Followed by the introduction we were split into 3 groups for
a 3 group rotation and a rock pool hunt. While we were exploring the rock pools we came across a
rare find. Additionally we found many other interesting sea plants. After we explored we went into
our three round rotations. In the first rotation we were identifying dolphin and whale fins/tails along
with a climate change activity. In the second rotation we were picking up rubbish that was left on the
beach and looking at the different types of rubbish that we found. The last rotation we did was
looking for sea creatures hiding in the seagrass. This excursion was a great learning experience for
me and I learnt a lot about marine life and how to protect the environment.
Will D:
On Tuesday 13th of July the Marine Ambassadors went to Ricketts Point rock pools. It was about a
45 minute drive.
At the start of the day, we went out onto the rock pools and found a lot of different plants, shells and
living organisms. This was fun besides my shoes getting destroyed, I should have brought gumboots.
On Tuesday we had 3 activities, in the first activity we had to sort dolphins into their different species
of dolphin and whales into their pairs of the same species of whale. There was 1 odd whale out
because we had to put 15 whales into pairs. We got about 75percent correct.
In the second activity we were doing an experiment about how the rubbish differs from a car park to
the beach. According to our research there is more rubbish in the car park than on the beach(at
ricketts point).
In the third activity we searched through seagrass. We tried to find creatures in the seagrass.
Thomas, Will and Nicolas found a Sea anemone when the Sea anemones prey goes by it stings the
prey with poison then it kills it and eats it. Overall I think going to Ricketts Point was a really fun
experience and I think it taught me a lot about the ocean and how we need to protect it and the rest
of the world!
Krystal M:
We all gathered in a room where the hosts told us what we were going to do for the day. We split up
into three groups. Our group went down to the shore of the beach to look at different shells and other
different creatures that we had never seen before such as sea urchins and sea snails. An interesting
fact we also learnt was that seaweed is in our ice cream and our toothpaste. Later we walked all
around the shore, admired the beautiful scenery and we moved on to looking at the rock pools and
found out more interesting facts that we didn't know about. Then we came back inside and got into
activity groups. The first activity that our group did was putting different countries in order of who
had the most pollution. The country with the most pollution was Australia. We also did another
activity about which foods cause the most pollution. The worst food that causes the most pollution is
asparagus. We fly it into our country so it makes our emissions high. Then we went out again and
this activity involved us picking up rubbish around the beach. There has been a lot of change in the
rubbish situation around the beach as there's been a lot less pollution near the beach so therefore
there's less rubbish lying around. It felt good to help and contribute to making our marine areas
cleaner. For the last activity we collected a bunch of seaweed and tried to find creatures in them.
Then we went up to a magnifying glass that connected to a computer to see the bugs up close.
After the activities we all sat down on the sand and ate lunch. It was a very nice experience and we
are very grateful for this opportunity to learn new things and share our information with you all.
Nicholas will share his reflection in next week’s newsletter.
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Kitchen Garden
The year 3 students have been focusing on recipes from South America and Africa to complement their
inquiry learning focus. Our recipes have included:
● Vegetable couscous
● Empanadas
● Carrot cakes with yoghurt
● African crunchies
It has been very pleasing to see some students attempting these recipes at home, and others helping out in
the kitchen with other recipes. Fantastic work year threes - there are many budding chefs amongst this
group!!
In the garden we have spent time preparing the extended section of our garden bed. We have focused on
what plants need to grow, how they draw in water, and investigated the seasons in relation to planting times.
Some simple experiments involving seed germination were conducted at home and shared via Seesaw with
some very interesting results.
Here are some of our students learning from home participating in the Kitchen Garden program:
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In preparation for our market held on Tuesday 10th August at 3:00pm (families of year 3 students invited subject to restrictions) the students have been making different types of craft using sustainable materials,
recycling and repurposing items. Some of these include bean mosaic art, sock door draught stopper, t-shirt
bag and t-shirt twine.

Sustainability Leaders
The Sustainability Leaders have attended meetings online during lockdown and have a few projects on the
way. One concerned naming our chickens. We have 7 chickens, 5 white and 2 black. Each year level decided
upon a name for each chicken - I share them with you below:
Prep

Robert

One

Clucky

Two

Coco

Three

Poppy

Four

Kentucky

Five

Nugget

Six

Spaghetti

They are very unique names I am sure you will agree!!!! We are yet to determine which chicken should have
which name!
Our Sustainability Leaders are working on a ‘graffiti wall’ where information about ways to reduce plastic
will be displayed. This initiative is in response to Plastic Free July, however it is such an important message
it need not end in July.
Another project is a Google Site specifically dedicated to Sustainability happenings at St Justin’s and
information provided for our community on all things sustainable.
National Tree Day is an initiative of Planet Ark encouraging people in
the community to plant trees, shrubs and grasses to strive to see over
one million new trees, shrubs and grasses planted each year.
St Justin’s will look to acknowledge this initiative in the future by
planting shrubs at our school. The Sustainability Leaders will look at
ways we can source and promote tree and shrub planting. Stay tuned.
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Year 4 Stewards of our school
The year 4s have been researching planting guides to plan the next step with our extended vegetable garden
patch. After spreading the compost onto the area, it is time to plan what to plant, how and where to plant,
and importantly - when to plant. Understanding that gardening is a game of patience and timing, and that
certain conditions need to be present for growing vegetables
Enjoy these images captured at our beautiful school this week:

Book Week 2021
This year, once again, we’ll be having a COVD safe Book Week and the theme is “Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other
Worlds” and there are more details to come about how we are going to celebrate this exciting topic.

All Children Can Achieve Success

St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill
Onsite Parking
A reminder that parents should not be driving into the school grounds to drop
off or pick up students (Camp Australia drop off and pick up excepted). If
someone else drops off or picks up your child – please pass this information
on to them. We appreciate your support in this matter and the importance of
keeping all our school community safe.

Early Arrivals
Please be aware that supervision of students commences at 8:40 am and
concludes at 3:45 pm. Students should not be left at school outside of these
hours, unless previous arrangements have been made. Usually staff are here
well and truly beyond these hours, but they often have other commitments –
meetings, planning, etc. I would hate for any child to be left here unsupervised.
If you are running late, please don’t hesitate to let us know. If you require
supervision outside of these hours, please contact Camp Australia.

Welcome out of Lockdown 5.0!! Today would have been when we got together to enjoy the St Justin’s
Trivia night, but due to the restrictions in place this will be rescheduled to a date still to be confirmed.
Anybody who has already paid or reserved a table, this will be honoured!! If however the new date does not
work for you, then refunds are possible. Stay turned and thanks for your patience.
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In the meantime, raffle tickets are being sent home (ignore the Trivia Night date on the flyer -these tickets
are all still valid), make sure you return these with cash to be in the running for that amazing prize!!

Upcoming Events
Father’s Day Stall and Father’s Day Outing plans are in the works, more details to follow!!
Pizza Day Lunch being organised, more details to follow!!
Again, we appreciate your patience while we sort out restrictions and when and how our events can go ahead
during the current restrictions.
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BOOK CLUB – ISSUE 5
Due to our snap lockdown, Issue 5 of Book Club is available exclusively online. The
catalogue can be accessed
here: https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6360/bc521.pdf
Orders can only be made via the LOOP platform (scholastic.com.au/LOOP) and will
be shipped to your home address.
PLEASE NOTE – NO BOOK CLUB ORDERS ARE ABLE TO BE SENT TO THE
SCHOOL
The closing date for Issue 5 orders is: Friday 30th July.

Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to
change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding.
TERM THREE
Thursday 5th August
Friday 6th August
Tuesday 10th August
Wednesday 11th August
Thursday 12th August
Sunday 15th August
Thursday 19th August
Saturday 21st August
Mon 23rd Aug – Fri 27th Aug
Thursday 26th August
Tuesday 31st August
Sunday 5th September
Thurs 9th Sept – Fri 10th Sept
Tuesday 14th September
Friday 17th September

TERM FOUR
Monday 4th October
Tuesday 12th October
Tuesday 19th October
Thursday 21st October

Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day
Trivia Night (Back-up Night)
Parents and Friends Meeting
Fr Mick Wheeler’s Anniversary
School Closure Day (rescheduled)
Year 3/4 Camp Information Night
Feast of the Assumption
Year 6DW confirmation (5:00pm)
Year 6S confirmation (7:00pm)
Working Bee
Book Week
District Athletics
Fair on the Hill Meeting
Fathers’ Day
Year 3/4 Camp
Parents and Friends Meeting
School Colour Run
End of Term 3

School commences
Parents and Friends Meeting
Fair on the Hill Meeting
Prep 2022 Information Evening
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