St Justin’s Parish School, Wheelers Hill

NEWSLETTER
St Justin’s Parish School
Principal: Mr Patrick Torpey

Email: principal@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au

Friday 15th October 2021

Bulletin No 32
Dear Families and Friends,

Thanks again for your continued resilience and support throughout this year. I know remote and flexible
learning has not always been easy, but through our collective efforts, our students have continued to make
valuable progress in their learning.

Parent / Teacher Interviews
Thanks to all who were able to attend our Parent /
Teacher Interviews this week. Except for one or two
technical issues, our online approach using Whereby
seemed to work very well – certainly better to be
waiting in the comfort of your home than the school
corridors!
The interviews are a valuable opportunity for teachers
and parents to share information on a child’s
development. Whilst two formal interviews are
conducted each year, please feel free to contact / see
your child’s teacher at a mutually convenient time,
should you have any issues or concerns. It is also
important for teachers to receive any
positive feedback – it helps
create a wonderful sense of
satisfaction
in
an ever
increasingly difficult job and
can better inform teachers of
strategies and approaches to
learning that work for your child.

Returning to Onsite Learning
As announced by the Victorian Government, next week
we commence our staggered return to onsite learning,
with all students returning onsite by Friday 5
November. We are mindful that there will be mixed
feelings from everyone – regardless, it will be exciting
to see everyone again.
Please take note of the following important messages over the next few pages.
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Students at school:
Monday
18th October
Preps
25th October
Prep

Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Week 3
20th October
21st October
22nd October
Preps
Years 1 and 2
Years 1 and 2
Week 4
27th October
28th October
29th October
Prep
Years 1 and 2
Years 1 and 2
Years 3 and 4
Years 5 and 6
Years 5 and 6
st
rd
th
Week 5
1 November
3 November
4 November
5th November
School Closure
Prep
Years 1 and 2
All students
Day
– Public Holiday Years 3 and 4
Years 5 and 6
Week 6
8th November
9th November 10th November 11th November 12th November
All students
All students
All students
All students
All students
Remote and flexible learning for year levels not scheduled for onsite learning will continue, except for
students in the following categories who are eligible for onsite supervision and care:


Tuesday
19th October
Preps
26th October
Prep
Years 3 and 4
2nd November
Melbourne Cup

Category A
Children where both parents/carers are considered authorised workers who cannot work from
home, work for an authorised provider and where no other supervision arrangements can be
made.
2. Where there are two parents/carers, both must be authorised workers working outside the home
for their children to be eligible for onsite provision at school.
3. For single parents/carers, the authorised worker must be working outside the home for their
children to be eligible for onsite provision at school.
1.



Category B

Children experiencing vulnerability, including:
 in out-of-home care
 deemed vulnerable by a government agency, funded family or family violence service, and
assessed as requiring education and care outside the family home
 identified by a school or early childhood service as vulnerable, (including via referral from
a government agency, or funded family or family violence service, homeless or youth justice
service or mental health or other health service)
 Where a parent/carer indicates that a student with a disability is vulnerable because they
cannot learn from home, and/or informs the school the student is vulnerable due to family
stress, the school must provide onsite supervision for that student. This may apply to students
enrolled in specialist schools and
 Ungraded students with disabilities in specialist and mainstream schools return to onsite
learning with their year level equivalent cohort.
Parents requiring onsite supervision must complete the form previously provided, to ensure adequate
staff can be coordinated.
4.



School Uniform



When classes are scheduled for onsite learning (refer to the above table), they are asked to
wear their school uniform, including their school hat.
We are fortunate to have good air flow in our learning spaces, which may mean that the
classrooms might get cold – it might be worth packing a jacket, beanie, etc. Staff will also look
for opportunities to conduct learning sessions outside.
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Face Masks





Students in Years 3 – 6 are to wear face masks when indoors on school premises, unless an
exception applies.
It is recommended that all other children wear face masks when indoors on school premises
when at school.
We recommend that each child bring a named zip lock bag / plastic container or another way of
storing their face masks when they play outside.
Parents, carers and staff are also to wear facemasks as directed by the Victorian Government. Staff
may remove their face mask when necessary for effective communication

 Drop off and Pick Up


Morning Drop Off
 Drop off time will be between 8:40am - 8:55am
 There will be staff members on duty during this time
 Students are asked to go straight to their room, unpack their bar and greet their teacher and
their friends.
 There will be no allocated drop off zones. Parents/carers are invited to:
o make arrangements with Before School Care,
o kiss and drop,
o park (outside the 2 minute parking zone, bus zone, driveways, etc.) and observe their
child walking into the school grounds,
o park (outside the 2 minute parking zone, bus zone, driveways, etc.) and accompany
their child to one of the three school gates,
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Afternoon Pick Up
o

o
o

o

Afternoon pick up will revert back to pre-Covid times:
 Monday: 3:15pm
 Tuesday - Friday: 3:30pm
There will be a staff member on duty
There will be no allocated pick up zones or times (please note change). Parents/carers are
invited to:
 make arrangements with After School Care
 arrange to meet their child at a designated spot outside the school grounds, being
mindful of the 2 minute parking zones, bus zones, driveways, etc.
 Any child not collected before 3:45pm (3:30pm on Monday) will be taken to the office
where arrangements will be made.
 Be patient and considerate at all times, following all road rules – safety is everyone’s
responsibility.
At the end of the school day, students will meet their parents at the school gate or designated
pick up zone.

Playground


During recess and lunch, students will be able to play in any designated area, with the exceptions:
o The Senior Playground is restricted to Year 3-6 on designated days,
o The Back Oval is timetabled for different year levels throughout the week
o The Junior Adventure Playground is restricted to Years Prep - Year 2.

Parking


A reminder to all drivers to please be considerate when parking, ensuring that we
park close to the curb and close to driveways, leaving enough room for others to
park behind, if possible. We should never park over driveways – not only is it the
law, but it is also disrespectful to our neighbours. Safety in and around the school is
a responsibility we all share. If parking in the 2 minute zone, please stay with your
vehicle – the 2 min zone was never designed for drivers to park and run down to
the school.

** PLEASE BE AWARE OF THE NEW 2 MINUTE PARKING ZONE ALONG
WHALLEY DRIVE JUST BEFORE THE SCHOOL CROSSING.
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Digital Technology Safety Alert:


You may or may not be aware of a current and popular show on Netflix called ‘Squid Games’. It is a
South Korean survival drama television series that centres on a contest where 456 players, drawn
from different walks of life but each deeply in debt, play a set of children's games with deadly
penalties for losing, and the chance to win a 45.6 billion prize. It is extremely violent and
inappropriate for children, with a TV-MA rating and Common Sense Media recommendation of
viewers at least 16 and older.



Unfortunately the premise of this series has filtered into areas that children can access. For
example, Roblox features the ability for children to play the games featured in the show and has
players being shot and killed in a variety of disturbing and graphic ways. Please see the excerpt
below from The Cyber Safety Lady’s announcement on her social media platform and ensure that
you are monitoring your child’s activities online.
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Family School Improvement Surveys
Last week, 80 of our St Justin’s families were randomly issued the Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic School School Improvement Survey. This survey forms part of an annual process whereby schools listen to the
thoughts and feelings of students, families and staff about how their school can improve. It covers a range of
areas which involve daily school life and assists with ongoing improvement. With this survey we aim to
identify our strengths and areas for improvement in our school. If you are one of the families who has
received this survey via email, we ask that you please take some time to complete it and submit it by
Thursday 28th October.
Students from Years 4-6 will also be completing the survey when they return onsite and all staff members
will complete it over the coming weeks. Data from these surveys will be published in school newsletters, the
Annual Report to the School Community and for the School Advisory Council’s review.

School Uniform
As we prepare to return to school, we might spend some time looking amongst the cobwebs for the school
uniform. Academy Uniform, Springvale, has organised a click and collect option, along with their home and
school delivery option. Under the current circumstances, it might be difficult to replace any outgrown school
shoes. Until we are able to move more freely around Melbourne, students are able to wear sports uniform.
Please remember that school hats will need to be worn as we are in SunSmart season.

Time to get ‘Sun Smart’
A reminder that St Justin’s is a 'Sun Smart School' and as a result, throughout
October to the end of April, students are required to wear a sun protective school
hat that protects the face, neck and ears. Please make sure that your child’s hat is
clean, in good condition and clearly labelled. New hats can be purchased from
Academy Uniforms. Students will also be encouraged to wear broad-spectrum
water resistant sunscreen (SPF 30 or higher) and to be responsible for its
reapplication throughout the day. Students are welcome to bring their own sunscreen (not to share) or apply
in the mornings before coming to school. As always, students are also encouraged to have a drink bottle.
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Outside School Hours Care
Outside of Hours Care continues to operate as it has throughout 2020. We encourage parents to make contact
with Camp Australia if you require this service for before and/or after school care. Please ensure that you
book in at least the week before.

Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to
change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding.
TERM FOUR
Thursday 21st October
Saturday 30th October
Monday 1st November
Tuesday 2nd November
Thursday 11th November
Thursday 18th November
Thursday 25th November
Thursday 25th November

2022 Prep Parent Information Evening 7.30pm-9.30pm
Working Bee
All Saints Day / School Closure – Report Writing day
All Souls Day / Melbourne Cup Public Holiday
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Transition 9.15am-10.15am
2022 Prep Parent Information Evening –
‘Thrive Not Just Survive’ 7.30pm-9.00pm
2022 Prep Orientation 9.00am-12.00pm
Final school day for students, 1pm finish
Final school day for staff

Thursday 9th December
Wednesday 15th December
Friday 17th December

Fire Rescue Victoria Message
A big clean up before the fire season can make a huge difference to the
safety and survival of your home in a fire.
If you live in a built-up area on the edge of grassland you could be
impacted by grassfire this season.
Prepare your property:
 Move furniture, woodpiles and mulch away from windows, decks and eaves
 Prune tree branches so they are not overhanging the roof or touching walls
 Keep grass shorter than 10cm.
 Regularly remove leaves and twigs
 Don’t have plants higher than 10cm in front of windows or glass doors
 Check that your home and contents insurance is current and includes a level of cover in line
with current building standards and regulations
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National Wildlife Week and World Habitat Day
Australian Wildlife Week is commemorated across the country during the first week of October each year to
encourage a positive relationship between humanity and nature. World Habitat Day is celebrated annually
on the first Monday of October. It focuses on the state of human settlements and on the basic right of all to
adequate shelter. It also aims to remind people that they are responsible for the habitat of future
generations. In recognition of these two important events we recall information shared on a previous
newsletter about the reclassification of status of the Eastern Barred Bandicoot. Watch the video from BTN
for more information: https://video.link/w/ytx9c
I would also like to share with you some human endeavours to protect native wildlife and allow them safe
passage alongside busy highways, to preserve their habitat for their survival. View the video to learn more.
Wildlife footbridge over freeway
Colouring in competition https://www.aws.org.au/national-colouring-incompetition/
Entries accepted until 30 November, 2021.

Aussie Backyard Bird Count
The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is a project of BirdLife Australia. It is a citizen science
project in which volunteers conduct bird counts around
Australia.
The Aussie Backyard Bird Count is an activity for all-ages
that involves observing and counting the birds that live near
you – whether that’s in your garden, the local park, a beach
or even your town centre. By telling us about the birds
you’ve seen within a 20 minute period, you will help BirdLife Australia develop an understanding of local birds, whilst
getting to know the wildlife on your doorstep!
For your chance to win one of these incredible prizes, all you need to do is submit a count during the Aussie Backyard
Bird Count. For more information see: Aussie Backyard Bird Count

Peregrine Falcons in Collins St Melbourne
Don’t forget our Peregrine Falcons at 367 Collins St where you can observe the
growth of the young falcon chicks and how the parent falcons take care of their
young. The chicks hatched 2 weeks ago and will take flight in about 3-4 weeks.

Stewards of our School (SOOS)
This week the year 4 Stewards of our School have drafted formal letters to Monash Council regarding the reserve
adjacent to our school where workers have been tending to the land, strategically placing logs around a perimeter of
signage to keep out as the area is being protected. We have many wonderings about how and why this land in our
community is a focus for council. We look forward to hearing back from Monash Council, and engaging with the
Bushland Crew to help us understand and learn more about stewardship within our own local environment.
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Kitchen Garden
For the past two weeks the year one students have been participating in the Kitchen Garden program from home. We
are encouraging the students to share their home cooking activities and share how they use their garden spaces. There
are many helpful students contributing to making recipes at home and sharing their garden spaces on Seesaw. Here are
just a few of the photos shared with me.

We are very much looking forward to resuming the program at school next week where the year one students will be
hands on in the garden and the kitchen. We do not even care about the weather!!!

National Water Week
Every third week of October, the Australian Water
Association organises National Water Week and
makes a splash across Australia, inspiring
individuals, communities and organisations to build
awareness around the value of water. Access to
clean water is hugely important to our daily lives,
and it’s down to all of us to protect our water
environments and resources, and use water wisely.
The #NWW2021 theme this year is Caring for water and Country, this celebrates the vital and cultural role that water
plays in our lives. Recognising the importance water plays in our lives, Caring for water and Country aims to deepen
our understanding of Australian First Nations people’s knowledge in protecting and sustaining our water and lands
for over 65,000 years.
To celebrate National Water Week the Australian Water Association is calling for primary aged students to get
creative and participate in our NWW Poster Competition which celebrates the theme of Caring for water and
Country, and is proudly supported by Nylex.
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Caring for water and Country recognises the importance water plays in our lives by deepening our understanding of
Australian First Nations people’s knowledge of protecting and sustaining our water and lands for over 65,000 years
since the Dreamtime. It is a time to learn more about the vital and cultural role that water plays in our lives and how
we can create a better future by caring more now.
Primary school students are encouraged to create a poster reflecting what this means to them. To find out more details
visit the website: https://www.awa.asn.au/AWA_MBRR/About_AWA/National_Water_Week.aspx

ASCIA have recently introduced a new Action Plan, specific to
Medication/Drug Allergies. This is a different form to the Allergic Reactions
Forms as it is very specific to Drugs/Medications.
If your child is allergic to any Drugs or Medications it is worthwhile having
your GP complete one of these forms over the School Holidays leading into
2022 as this information is very useful for on Excursions and Camps and
generally to keep us abreast of the best way to ensure that your child is
supported appropriately while at school.
You can access this form via the St. Justin’s Website to print out and take to
your child’s medical practitioner on the link below:
https://www.sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au/our-policies
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