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Dear Families and Friends, 
 

Feeding of the 5000 
This Sunday the Gospel reading comes from John 6:1-15 and tells the story of Jesus feeding the crowds of 

5000. This was considered a real miracle as the only food available was from a small boy nearby who had a 

few loaves of bread and a couple of fish. Jesus took the bread and fish, gave thanks and then had the 

disciples begin to distribute the food. When everyone had eaten their fill, the disciples collected twelve 

hampers of leftovers. 
 

For many scripture scholars, the interpretation varies. For some, it suggests that there is sufficient food in 

our world to ensure that no one should ever be hungry. Sadly, the distribution of that food is such that there 

are some in our world whose bellies are expanding from an excess of food while others’ are distended from 

the lack of it. We can easily feed the entire world. It is the responsibility of those of us in the developed 

world with more than we need to bring about a more equitable distribution with those who don’t even have 

enough to live. 
 

Other scholars suggest that the real miracle of the feeding of the 

multitude was not so much a multiplication of meagre resources by 

Jesus, but rather a personal response by individuals within the crowd. 

It is suggested that upon seeing the willingness of Jesus (and the small 

boy whose food it was) to share the small amount of food available, 

everyone dug into their pockets and pulled out the small amount of food 

they also had and shared it with one another. The miracle was a 

breaking through from selfishness and isolation to a spirit of sharing 

and community. 
 

Whatever the interpretation, the Gospel reading is a wonderful sign of hope, love and community – a 

powerful message for us all at St Justin’s. 
 

Professional Learning Day - School Closure Day 

After the most recent announcement that we would be remaining in lockdown until Tuesday midnight, we 

have been considering our First Aid Closure Day scheduled for next Thursday. To keep you in the loop, the 

two options we have are: 

1. If the lockdown is lifted next Tuesday, rather than have the students return for one 

day, then have another day at home, then back on Friday, we feel it would be best 

that we move our FA day to Thursday 12th August. 

2. Should the lockdown continue after Tuesday midnight, we will go ahead with 

Thursday's FA Day at school and set wellbeing type activities for the students to do 

independently at home. 

 

Whilst this situation is not ideal (as we won't really know anything until Tuesday next week) we will 

endeavor to keep you informed as news comes to hand. 
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COVID Update 
Again, we thank you for your ongoing support with home learning. We know this is not easy for anyone and 

it’s certainly not something that any of us asked for, but it is what it is and we need to “ride the wave” and 

have faith that someday, things will return to “normal”. In the meantime, we wait patiently for new 

announcements. 

 

A few thoughts: 

 Don’t feel compelled to get everything done each day (give a number where possible such as ‘one 

thing’ today). 

 Remember to focus on wellbeing and mental health. 

 Learning can happen anywhere – in the kitchen, garage, backyard, under the house. It’s OK to build 

in the fun things or things that keep parents/carers on an even keel. 

 Ask yourself: “What are you learning about your child’s learning? You may notice new insights that 

could help teachers design learning more specifically tailored for your child. 

 Share ideas. If your family has an idea that’s benefitted your home learning experience, share it with 

other families.  

 Consider building ‘down’ time into the day such as: Take walks, play at the park etc. 

 Look for learning opportunities in everyday routine tasks and activities. For example, going for a 

ride can cover maths concepts such as time and distance and velocity. It can also provide 

opportunities to discuss technology, geography, safety, spatial awareness and physical education 

concepts. It can even provide stimulus for creative or instructional writing.  

 

Please note: Existing sign in and out processes continue to be used to 

record visitor attendance, for legal and regulatory obligations 

 

From the Parish 
A reminder to all that if there is anyone that you know who is in need, yourself, a family member or a 

member of our community, please don’t hesitate to contact the Parish Office. 
 

Mass is available everyday via Facebook and YouTube – just type in St Justin’s Wheelers Hill and you’ll 

find us there.  If accessing Mass via YouTube, please remember to subscribe!   
 

Check our parish website for details pol.org.au/wheelershill or call/email the Parish Office: (03) 9401 6335 

or wheelershill@cam.org.au 
 

Regards,  

Fr. Andrew 

 

Premiers Reading Challenge 
Congratulations to Gizelle G and Marcus Y from Grade 6 who were highly commended in the Australian 

Catholics Young Voices Award for their entries, respectively ‘A need to feed’ and ‘Cleaning up our 

Australian beaches’. The time and effort that they spent was obvious, and though that made it particularly 

hard for the judges, it was rewarding and heart-warming as well. Well done!! 

http://pol.org.au/wheelershill
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Sacramental Update 

 Confirmation 

Our Year 6 Confirmation Candidates are due to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation on Thursday 

19th August. Whilst we will need to wait for Government Guidelines, we will continue with our 

preparations. 

 

As part of their preparation for Confirmation, Candidates, and at least one parent, will participate in 

a Parent/Child Workshop Evening on Thursday, 29th July. These meetings will take place online via a 

Google Meet - codes have been sent out to each family. 

 Year 6S: Thursday 29th July -  6.00pm to 7.00pm 

 Year 6DW: Thursday 29th July -  7.30pm to 8300pm 

  

Another part of the Confirmation Candidates’ preparation is to attend Commitment and Medal 

Masses.  

The Commitment Masses were scheduled for this Saturday and Sunday, however we will need to 

reschedule this due to the lockdown. We are also unsure at this stage of the date for the Medal Mass. 

As soon as new dates can be allocated for both of these events, candidates and their families will be 

notified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First Eucharist 

As you would also be aware, our Year 4 and Year 5 students were due to receive the Sacrament of 

First Communion in Term 2 (Year 4) and 2020 (Year 5). Due to ongoing Covid 19 restrictions, it has 

been difficult to organise new dates for First Eucharist. However, we have assigned new dates and 

times for First Eucharist: 

 Year 5 First Eucharist: 

o 5SS: Saturday 28th August, 2:00pm 

o 5CI: Saturday 28th August, 4:00pm 

 Year 4 First Eucharist: 

o 4L: Saturday 4th September, 2:00pm 

o 4G: Saturday 4th September, 4:00pm 

 

At this stage we are unsure as to how many people can gather in the 

church for this special celebration - more communication will be 

given in regards to this closer to the date. However, we are conscious 

that the priority for the students is to ensure that they can celebrate 

their First Eucharist in 2021. 

 

We understand it is a challenging time and very difficult to organise special events in this climate 

with Covid 19. We really appreciate everyone’s support in regards to all the changes and 

uncertainties.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs Leanne Snell  

Religious Education Leader 
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ST JUSTIN’S TRIVIA NIGHT!! 

It’s back!!  We are very excited to be holding our annual biggest social and fundraising school event for the 

year.  This year due to COVID restrictions, it’s always been planned to be held off school grounds, as such it 

is $45 a head, but that includes some delicious food as well as a welcome drink on arrival.  Payments can now 

be made via CDF and please contact Mirna U or Nelly H in relation to the tables (details on the below flyer).  

If you don’t have a table of 8-10, no worries, just let Mirna or Nelly know and something can be sorted out. 

 

Not to ignore the elephant in the room… we’re in LOCKDOWN!!  At this stage, we don’t yet 

know what the restrictions will be next week, we’re keeping fingers crossed.  If worst comes 

to worst, the trivia team will be looking to reschedule for another date. 

 

 
 

With businesses being affected in multiple different ways due to COVID lockdowns, we have had to re-think 

how much we ask for business donations for our fundraising that night.  We will still be trying to raise some 

money for the school that night, but are trying to get the right balance.  If you do know of any businesses 

who would like to donate, we are happy to use whatever resources we have to help advertise or promote 

their business, they can direct any queries to the school or the following email 

address pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au 

Mir na  Ut k ov ic ~ 0419 012 599

Fr iday 30 Jul y 2021

$

Nelly  Ha d da d  ~ 0403 129 595

@ The Al ibi 

TRIVIA QUIZ,

GAMES & Music

Sil ent  Auct ions

& Raf f l e Dr aw

DELICIOUS Food

& Dr inks

mailto:pnf@sjwheelershill.catholic.edu.au
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BOOK CLUB – ISSUE 5 
  

Due to our snap lockdown, Issue 5 of Book Club is available exclusively online. The 

catalogue can be accessed 

here: https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6360/bc521.pdf 

  

Orders can only be made via the LOOP platform (scholastic.com.au/LOOP) and will 

be shipped to your home address. 

  

PLEASE NOTE – NO BOOK CLUB ORDERS ARE ABLE TO BE SENT TO THE 

SCHOOL  

The closing date for Issue 5 orders is: Friday 30th July. 

Please note that whilst every attempt is made to ensure that dates are accurately listed, things may need to 

change from time to time. Please check this section on a regular basis. Thank you for your understanding. 
 

TERM THREE 

Tuesday 27th July Fair on the Hill Meeting 

Thursday 29th July School Closure Day (TBC) 

 6S Confirmation Family Workshop 

 Year 6S: Thursday 29th July -  6.00pm to 7.00pm 

 Year 6DW: Thursday 29th July -  7.30pm to 8300pm 

Friday 30th July 100 Days of Prep 

 Trivia Night 

Saturday 31st July Confirmation Medal Mass 6.00pm (TBC) 

Sunday 1st August Confirmation Medal Mass 8.30am (TBC) 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 10.30am (TBC) 

 Confirmation Commitment Mass 5.00pm (TBC) 

Thursday 5th August Year 6 Confirmation Retreat Day 

Friday 6th August Trivia Night (Back-up Night) 

Tuesday 10th August Parents and Friends Meeting 

Wednesday 11th August Fr Mick Wheeler’s Anniversary 

Thursday 12th August Year 3/4 Camp Information Night 

Sunday 15th August Feast of the Assumption 

Thursday 19th August Year 6DW confirmation (5:00pm) 

 Year 6S confirmation (7:00pm) 

Saturday 21st August Working Bee 

Mon 23rd Aug – Fri 27th Aug Book Week 

Thursday 26th August District Athletics 

Tuesday 31st August Fair on the Hill Meeting 

Sunday 5th September Fathers’ Day 

Thurs 9th Sept – Fri 10th Sept Year 3/4 Camp 

Tuesday 14th September Parents and Friends Meeting 

Friday 17th September School Colour Run 

 End of Term 3  

https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/6360/bc521.pdf
http://scholastic.com.au/LOOP
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Happy Families Podcast – Dr. Justin Coulson 
Dr Coulson offered a 

free online webinar 

during lockdown last 

year, sharing some 

excellent tips on how to 

support our families 

during this time. In this 

podcast series, Justin 

shares his expert advice 

as to what we can do 

with our families 

everyday.  

Go to https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/podcasts/ to find all his podcasts. 

 

Free Webinar 

This fabulous, free webinar has come across our email 

here at school and we wish to strongly promote parents 

taking the time to view it. Our children use many apps 

and there are constantly new ones coming out which we 

need to be aware of in the interests of our children's 

safety.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.happyfamilies.com.au/podcasts/
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